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PAPERS, Cc. 


(No. 1.) 


. No.8, Hereford-Street, le 6 Fructidor, An. 8 
| . (24 Aout 1800.) 
Milord, 
9 QUE ſcrupuleux que j aie ẽtẽ e juſqu'i ici 
— ſuivre en tous Points la Marche tracee 
pour mes Communications Officielles avec le Mi- 
niſtère de Sa Majeſte, le Secret & la Celerite qu 
exigent celles qui font PObjet de la Note ei- jointe 
me paroiſſent juſtifier des Relations plus directes. 
Jaime à eroire d'après cela, que Votre Excellence 
ne dẽſapprouvera pas le Parti que je prends au- 
jourdhui de lui communiquer, fans Intermediaire, 
les Intentions du Gouvernement Frangois touchant 
les Ouvertures qui lui ont ete faites par Monſieur 
le Baron de Thugut. 
Si Sa Majeſté agree les Propoſitions wenne; 
dans la Note ci. jointe, je vous prie, Milord, de 
nommer le plutòt poflible la Perſonne qui ſera 
_ chargee de traiter avec moi, & qui ſans Doute ap- 
| Portera, dans cette Negociation importante, Eſprit 
de Conciliation qui ſeul pourra retablir la Paix 
B -- 


E 


& la bonne Intelligence entre les deux Gou- 
vernemens. 
Jai PHonneur d'<tre avec la Conſideration la 


plus reſpectueuſe, &c. 


(TRANSLATION. ) 


No. 8, Hereford Street, le 6 Fruc. An. 8. 
(Aug. 24, 1800.) 
My Lord, 

OWEVER ſcrupulous I may have hitherto 
been to follow in all Reſpects the Path traced 
for my Official Communications with the Miniſtry 
of His Majeſty, yet the Secrecy and Diſpatch re- 
quiſite for thoſe which form the ſubje& of the en- 
cloſed Note, appear to me to juſtify a more dire& 
Communication. I flatter myſelf, therefore, that 
your Excellency will not diſapprove of the Step I 
now take of communicating to you, without any 
Intervention, the Intentions of the French Go- 
vernment reſpecting the Overtures which have been 

made to it by Baron Thugut. 
If His Majeſty ſhould accept the Propoſitions 
contained in the encloſed Note, I beg, my Lord, 
that you would appoint, as ſoon as poſlible, the Per- 
ſon who ſhall be employed'to treat with me ; and 
who without doubt will be guided in this impor- 
tant Negotiation by that ſpirit of Conciliation which 
| alone 


Eh 
alone can contribute to' the Reſtoration of Peace 
and good CENTERS between the two Go- 
vernments. : 
I have the Honor to be, with the moſt reſpe&- 
ful Conſideration, 

My Lord, 

Your Excellency's moſt humble 
and moſt obedient Servant, 


(Signed) ' OTTO. 
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A Son "IP. "ol Milord Grenville, Se- 
cretaire d'Etat au Departement des 
Affaires Etrangeres. - 


A Majeſté Imperiale ayant fait, communiquer au 
Gouvernement de la Republique Frangoiſe une 
Note de Lord Minto, Envoye Extraordinaire et 


Miniſtre Plenipotentiaire de Sa Majeſte le Roi de 
la Grande Bretagne pres la Cour de Vienne, de 


laquelle Note il reſulte, que le Deſir de Sa Ma- 
jeſte Britannique ſeroit de voir terminer la Guerre 
qui diviſe la France & I' Angleterre; le Souſligne 
eſt ſpecialement autoriſe a demander au Miniſtere 
de Sa Majeſte des Eclairciſſemens ulterieurs ſur la 
Propoſition qui a <te tranſmiſe par la Cour de Vi- 
enne; & en meme Tems, vu qu'il paroit impoſſi- 
ble que dans le Moment où PAutriche & V'Angle- 
terre prendroĩent une Part commune aux Negoci- 
B 2 ations, 
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ations, la France fe trouvat en Suſpenſion d' Armes 
avec l' Autriche & en Continuation d' Hoſtilitẽ avec 
Angleterre; le Souſſignẽ eſt autoriſc pareillement 
a propoſer qu'un Armiſtice General ſoit conclũ en- 
tre les Arm&es & les Flottes des deux Etats, en 
prenant a VEgard des Places aſſiẽ ges & bloquees 
des Meſures analogues a celles qui ont eu Lieu en 
Allemagne, par Rapport aux Places d'Ulm, de 
Philipſbourg, & d Ingolſtadt. 
Le Souſſigné a regũ de ſon Gouvernement les 
Pouvoirs neceſſaires pour nẽgocier & conclure cet 
Armiſtice General. II prie ſon Excellence Milord 
Grenville de placer cette Note ſous les Yeux de. Sa 
Majeſte Britannique, & de lui tranſmettre la Re- 
ponſe de Sa Majeſté. 2 
| (Signe) OTTO. 
Londres, le 6 Fructidor, An 8. 

(24 Aoiit 1800.) 


—— — 
(TRANSLATION.) 


'To his Excellency Lord Grenville, Secre- 
tary of State for the Department of 
Foreign Affairs. 


g's Imperial Majeſty having communicated to the 

Government of the French Republic a Note from. 
Lord Minto, Envoy Extraordinary and Miniſter Ple- 
nipotentiary of His Majeſty the King of Great Britain, 


at the Court of Vienna, trom which Note it wa 
that 


1 

that the Deſire of His Britannic Majeſty is to ſee a 
Termination of the War which divides France and 
England, the Underſigned i is Ipecially authorized to 
demand from His Majeſty's Miniſtry farther Ex- 
planations reſpecting the Propoſition which has been 
tranſmitted by the Court of Vienna; and, at the 
ſame Time, as it appears impoſſible that at the Mo. 
ment when Auſtria and England take a common 
Share in the Negotiations, France ſhould find her- 
ſelf under a Suſpenfion of Arms with Auſtria; and 
a Continuation of Hoſtilities with England; the 
Underſigned is in like Manner authorized to pro- 
poſe that a General Armiſtice be concluded be- 
tween the Armies and the Fleets of the Two States, 
adopting, with reſpect to the Places which are be- 
ſieged and blockaded, Meaſures analogous to thoſe 
which have taken place in Germany relative to 
Ulm, Philipſbourg, and Ingolſtadt. 
The Underſigned has received from his Govern- 

ment the Powers neceſſary for negotiating and con- 
cluding this General Armiſtice. He begs his Ex- 
cellency Lord Grenville to lay this Note es His 
Britannic Majeſty, and to tranſmit to him His Ma- 


Jelty' s Anſwer. 


London, the 6th Fruc. An: 8. 725 
(Aug. 24, 1800.) 
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(No. 3.) 
i Sir, Downing Street, Aug. 26, 1800, 
| AM to requeſt that you will endeavour, as ſoon 
0 as you can, to ſee M. Otto, and to aſk him 
„ from me, Whether he has any Objection to deliver 
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to you, ſealed up for me, the Papers to which his 
laſt Communication refers, as his doing ſo will ex- 
pedite his receiving the Anſwer to it. 

You will, at the ſame Time, apprize him, that 
: you are not informed of the Particulars of that 
Communication, or of its Tendency; and that 
You have been charged to make this Inquiry, in- 
order to avoid drawing any Attention to it. 


(Signed) GRENVILLE. 


Commiſſioner George. 


— ————_ 


(No. 4.) 


= - PONAPARTE, Premier Conſul de la Repub- 
| lique Francois, en vertu de PArticle 41 de la 
4 Conſtitution, donne au Citoyen Otto, Commiſ- 
ſaire du Gouvernement pour PEchange des Priſon- 
j iers en Angleterre, Pouvoir de propoſer, conſentir, 
& ſigner, conformement a ſes Inſtructions, un Ar- 
miſtice General entre la Republique Francoiſe & 
Sa Majeſte le Roi de la Grande Bretagne. 


Fait 


1 
Fait à Paris, au Palais du Governement, le 2 
Fructidor, An 8 de la Republique. 
(Signé) Par le Premier Conſul, BONAPARTE. 
3 } Le Secretaire d'Etat, 
* HUG UEs B. MARE x. 


(TRANSLATION.) 


M. Otto's full Powers. 

BONAPARTE, Firſt Conſul of the French Re- 

public, in virtue of the 41ſt Article of the Con- 
ſtitution, gives to the Citizen Otto, Commiſſary of 
the Government for the Exchange of Priſoners 
in England, Power to propoſe, to conſent to, and 
to ſign, conformably to his Inſtructions, a General 
Armiſtice between the French Republic and His 
Majeſty the King of Great Britain. 


(Signed) By the Firſt Conſul, BONAPARTE. | 
The Secretary of State, 
3 1 | HUGUESB. MARET. 


Done at Paris: at the Palace of the 
Government, the 2d Fructidor, 


Year 8 of the Republic. 


(No. 5.) 
Sir, Downing Street, Aug. 28, 1800. 
I HAVE the King's Commands to defire that you 
will, as ſoon as you can after the Receipt of 


this Letter, ſee M. Otto ; and that you will return 
1 B 4 to 


[$8] 


to him the Original of the Paper which he deli- 
vered to you on Tueſday laſt. 


In making proper Adkoowiadguiont to him for 
his Attention on this Occafion, you will mention, 
that the Paper I had wiſhed to ſee was not this, 
but Lord Minto's Note referred to in that which 
M. Otto addreſſed to me by Order of his Govern- 
ment on the 24th Inſtant ;z but that, while you 
were with M. Otto, I received, by a Meſſenger 
from Vienna, the Copy of Lord Minto's Note, to- 
gether with that written on the ſame e by 
M. de Thugut to M. Talleyrand. 

I encloſe to you for your Information a Copy of 
the former, and an Extra& of the latter of thoſe 
Papers, which you will return to me after you ſhall 
haye ſeen M. Otto. The Reaſon of my commu- 
nicating them to you is, to enable you to converſe 
with M. Otto on the ſubject of them, in Confor- 
mity with the inſtructions contained in the Minute 
herewith encloſed, which you are at Liberty in the 
Courſe of your Converſation to ſhew to M. Otto, 
as containing the Heads of what you are charged 
to communicate to him. 

You will of Courſe carefully confine your Con- 
verſation within the Limits of that Paper; and you 
will as ſoon as poſlible deliver to me a written Mi- 
nute of what ſhall have paſſed between you and 
M. Otto on the Subject. I am, &c. 


(Signed) GRENVILLE. 
Commiſſioner George. 
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(No. 6.) 


Minute of Inſtructions to Capt. George, 
Auguſt 28, 1800. 


I, 1 * O declare that the Note preſented, at 
| Vienna by Lord Minto contains the Ex- 
preſſion of His Majeſty's Sentiments, and that the 
King is ready to act in Conformity to it. 
II. To inquire whether any Anſwer has been 
returned by the French Government to the Pro- 
poſal contained in M. Thugut's Letter to M. Tal- 
leyrand reſpecting a Place for the meeting of Ple- 
nipotentiaries to carry on Joint - Negotiation: or 
whether M. Otto is authorized to agree with this 


SGovernment on that Point, agreeably to the Sug - 


geſtion contained in M. Thugut's Letter. x 
III. To expreſs in that Caſe that either of the 


Places named by M. de Thugut would be agreed 


to by His Majeſty, and a proper Perſon ſent thither 
on His Majeſty's Part to meet the Plenipotentiaries 
of Auſtria and France, provided that the French 
Government is willing to enter into ſufficient En- 
gagements for the Freedom of direct Communica- 
tion by Couriers with ſuch Place of Negotiation. 

IV. That with reſpect to the Propoſal of an Ar- 
miſtice, the King would ſee with great Satisfaction 
the Moment when he could with Propriety adopt 
any Meaſure, the immediate Effect of which would 
be to put a Stop, at leaſt for a Time, to the Cala- 
mities of War; but that an Armiſtice, as applying 
to Naval Operations, has at no Period ever been 
agreed 


L 10 J 


agreed on between Great Britain and France during 
the Courſe of their Negotiations for Peace, or 
until the Preliminaries have been actually ſigned: 
That it cannot therefore be conſidered as a Step 
neceſſary to Negotiation; and that from the Diſ- 
putes to which its Execution muſt unavoidably be 
expected to give riſe, it might more probably tend 
to obſtruct than to facilitate the Succeſs of thoſe 
Endeavours which the two Parties might employ 
for the Reſtoration of Peace: That the Circum- 
ſtances of a Naval War are obviouſly not ſuch as 
to admit of ſuch equal Arrangements as are eaſily 
eſtabliſhed with regard to Military Operations 
when ſuſpended by ſuch an Agreement : That it 
appears, therefore, at all Events premature to enter 
even into the Diſcuſſion of this Queſtion, until 
from the Courſe of the Negotiations it ſhall more 
clearly appear how far they are likely to lead to a 
ſatisfattory Iſſue: And that no Deciſion could in 
any Caſe be taken here on ſuch a Subject unleſs the 
French Government had previouſly explained in 
what Manner it is conceived that the Principles 
of the Regulations adopred in the German Armiſ- 
tice with reſpect to blockaded Towns, can be 
applied to the Naval Ports and Arſenals of France, 
ſo as to carry bona fide into Execution, as to the 
reſpective Maritime Forces, the Objects which thoſe 
Stipulations have in View with reſpect to the Mili- 
tary Poſitions occupied by the two Armies. 


C 1 
(No. 7.) 


My Lord, 


IN Obedience to His Majeſty's Commands com- 

municated to me by your Lordſhip in your Letter 
of Yeſterday's Date, I called upon M. Otto, and had a 
particular Converſation with him on the Subject of the 
Papers delivered to me by your Lordſhip. I made a 
proper Acknowledgment to him for the Readineſs 
which he ſhewed to comply with your Lordſhip's 
Wiſh of communicating the Paper you wiſhed 
to ſee, which he conceived to be the one I had the 
Honor to deliver to your Lordſhip ; and he appears 
fully ſenſible of the Attention ſhewn him on that 
Occaſion. I declared to him, f 

1ſt, That the Note preſented at Vienna by Lord 
Minto contains the Expreſſion of His Majeſty” 8 
Sentiments, and that the King is ready to act in 
Conformity to it. 

2d, I enquired whether any Anſwer had been 
returned by the French Government to the Pro- 
poſal contained in M. Thugut's Letter to M. Tal- 
leyrand reſpecting a Place for the Meeting of Ple- 
nipotentiaries to carry on joint Negotiations, and 
was informed by him that the Place of Meeting 


Park-Place, Aug. 29, 1800. 


was fixed at Luneville. 


3d, I informed M. Otto that either of the Places 
named by M. Thugut would be agreed to by His 
Majeſty, and a proper Perſon ſent thither on His 
Majeſty's Part to meet the Plenipotentiaries of 
Auſtria and * provided that the French Go- 
vernment 
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vernment is willing to enter into ſufficient Engage- 
ments for the Freedom of direct Communication 
by Couriers with ſuch Place of Negotiation ; 
which he promiſes to communicate immediately to 
the French Government by Courier. 


4th, I alſo informed M. Otto of the very ſub- 
ſtantial Reaſons that will prevent His Majeſty from 
agreeing to a General Armiſtice previous to the 
ſigning of Preliminaries, as detailed in the Minute 
which I had the Honor to receive from your Lord- 
ſhip ; and was anſwered by him, that he has every 
Reaſon to think, and is perſonally convinced, 
that the Continuation of the German Armiſtice 
will depend upon the Concluſion of the Engliſh 
Armiſtice, the Advantages of the latter being con- 


ſidered by France as an Equivalent for the very ob- 


vious Diſadvantages of the German one. He ob- 
ſerved, that the Regulations contained in the Ger- 
man Armiſtice do not extend to ſuch Places as 
were not actually blockaded or attacked by the 


French; judging therefore from Analogy, ſuch 


Places only as are actually blockaded by the Engliſh 
Forces could be comprehended in the propoſed Ars 
miſtice, therefore Belleiſle, Malta, and Alexandria 
ſhould be put on the ſame footing as Ulm, Ts 
lipſburg, and Ingolſtadt. 

M. Otto has been inſtructed to require an An- 
ſwer to the Propoſal for a General Armiſtice before 
the zd of September, which makes him conclude 
that Hoſtilities may again commence about that 
Time, ſhould the propoſed Armiſtice be poſitively 

refuſed 


N 
refuſed on the Part of His Majeſty. He farther ob. 
ſerved that as long as Hoſtilities on the Continent 
are carried on, there can be no firm Baſis on which 
to ground Negotiation, as every Change on either 
Side would occaſion a new Subject of Diſcuſſion. 

M. Otto farther remarked, that if a General 
Armiſtice ſhould be agreed on, he is authorized to 
enter into any Security that may be thought neceſ- 
ſary for the Commerce of Great Britain; and that 
the great Importance of the Subject obliges him to 
enquire whether he is to have a written Anſwer on 
the Subject of the General Armiſtice, or whether 
he is to conſider the preſent verbal Communication 
as definitive againſt it. | 

I have the Honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) R. GEORGE. 


Right Honourable Lord Grenville. 


(No. 8.) 


a. Downing Street, Aug. 29, 1800, 

ASM. Otto expreſſed to you a Deſire to receive in 

Writing the Anſwer of the King's Government 

to his Note, I tranſmit to you the encloſed, which 
I requeſt you will communicate to him. 


I am, &c. SEE 
(Signed) GRENVILLE, 
Commiſſioner George. : 
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(No. 9.) 


\ 


Sir, Downing Street, Aug. 29, 1800. 

J ENCLOSE to you, by the King's Command, the 

Anſwer which His Majeſty has thought proper 

that I ſhould return to the different Points con- 

tained in the Note which I had the Honour to re- 
ceive from you. 


The Mode which you adopted for the Tranſ- 
miſſion of that Paper was perfectly ſatisfactory to 
His Majeſty's Government; but as Captain George 
has, from his Situation, the Opportunity of unob- 
ſerved Intercourſe with you, I will requeſt you to 
tranſmit to me, through him, any further Com- 
munications with which you may be charged by 


your Government reſpecting this Buſineſs. 


| (Signed) GRENVILLE. 
M. Otto. 


(No. 10.) 
NOTE. 
M. OTTO having appriſed His Majeſty's Go- 
vernment, through Captain George, that 
the Propoſal made by the Court of Vienna for fix- 
ing Luneville as the Place for carrying on the pro- 
poſed Negociation for a General Peace has been 
acceded to by the French Government, it only re- 
mains on that Head to expreſs His Majeſty's 
Agreement to the ſame Propoſal ; and to declare, 


that in conſequence thereof a proper Perſon ſhall 
be 


1 


be ſent to Luneville, on His Majeſty's Part, to 
meet the Plenipotentiaries of Auſtria and France, 
as ſoon as the Paſſports for ſuch Miniſter and his 
Suite ſhall be received : Provided that the French 
Government is willing to enter into the neceflary 
Engagements, that His Majeſty's Plenipotentiary 
ſhall be at Liberty to communicate freely, and in 
the uſual Manner, by Courier, with this Country, 
and with the Dominions of His Majeſty's Allies. 
With reſpect to the Propoſal for a General Ar- 
miſtice by Sea and Land between Great Britain and 
France, the King would ſee with great Satisfaction 
the Moment when he could with Propriety adopt 
any Meaſure, the immediate Effe& of which would 
be to put a Stop, at leaſt for a Time, to the Cala- 
mities of War; but an Armiſtice, as applying to 
Naval Operations, has at no Period ever been agreed 
on between Great Britain and France, during the 
Courſe of their Negotiations for Peace, or until 
the Preliminaries have been aQually ſigned ;, ſuch 
a Step cannot therefore be conſidered as neceſſary 
to Negotiation, and from the Diſputes to which its 
Execution muſt unavoidably be expected to give 
Riſe, there is juſt Reaſon to apprehend that it 
might more probably tend to obſtruct than to faci- 
litate the Succeſs of thoſe Endeavours which the 
two Parties might employ for the Reſtoration of 
Peace. Befides this, it 1s to be confidered, that the 
Circumſtances of a Naval War are obviouſly not 
ſuch as to admit of ſuch equal Arrangements as 
are eaſily eſtabliſhed with regard to Military Opera- 
tions, when ſuſpended by ſuch an Agreement. It 
appears 
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appears therefore at all Events premature to enter 
even into the Diſcuſſion of this Queſtion, until 
from the Courſe of the Negotiations it ſhall more 
clearly appear how far they are likely to lead to 2 
ſatisfactory Iſſue. But in any Caſe no Deciſion 
could be taken here on ſuch a Subject, unleſs the 
French Government had previouſſy explained, 
in what Manner it is conceived that the Principles 
of the Regulations adopted in the German Ar- 
miſtice with reſpect to blockaded Towns can be 
applied to the Naval Ports and Arſenals of France 
and her Allies now blockaded by His Majeſty's 
Fleets, ſo as to carry bona fide into Execution, as 
to the reſpective Maritime Forces, the ſame Objects 
which thoſe Stipulations have in view with reſpect 
to the Military Poſitions occupied by the Armies in 
Germany and Italy. 


(Signed) GRENVILLE. 
Downing Street, Aug. 29, 1800. 


— 


(No. 11.) 


Hereford-Street, No. 8, le 3o Aout 1800. 
| (12 Fruct, An . 
Milord, 

JAI regu Hier au Soir la Lettre et la Note que 
Votre Excellence m'a fait l' Honneur de m'adrefler 
et je me ſuis empreſſẽ de les envoyer ſur le champ 

i Douvres par un Courier extraordinaire. 
Je ne puis qu' etre tres flatte de l' Approbation 


que le Gouvernment de Sa Majeſte a bien voulu 
donner 


7 ] 


donner au Mode que j'avois adopte pour mes Com- 
munications Politiques. Celui que Votre Excel- 
lence me propoſe à le double Avantage de la Cele- 
rite et du Secret ; et je le ſuivrai toutes les Fois 
que les Ordres de mon Gouvernement me mettront 
dans le Cas d'enprofiter. Pai l' Honneur d'@tre, &c. 


(Signe) OTTO. 


(TRANSLATION.) 


No, 8, Hereford Street, Aug. 30, 1800. 
(12th Fruc. An 8.) 
My Lord, 

I RECEIVED Yeſterday Evening the Letter and 
the Note which your Exellency did me the Ho- 
nor to addreſs to me; and I immediately tranſ- 
mitted them to Dover by an extraordinary Mel- 

ſenger. 

I cannot but be extremely flattered by the Ap- 
probation which His Majeſty's Government has 
been pleaſed to give to the Mode which I had 
adopted for my political Communications. That 
which your Excellency propoſes to me combines 
the double Advantage of Diſpatch and of Secrecy, 
and I ſhall follow it as often as Orders from my 


n. ſhall afford me an Opportunity of 
0 pro- 


E 
profiting by it. I have the Honor to be, with the 
moſt reſpectful Conſideration, 

My Lord, 
Your Excellency* s moſt humble 
and moſt obedient Servant, 
( Signed) OTTO. 


— — 


(No. 12.) EY. 
NOTE. 

SON Excellence Milord Grenville, ayant bien 
voulu informer le Souſhgne de l'Intention de Sa 
Majeſte d' envoyer un Plenipotentiaire a Luneville 
pour prendre Part aux Negociations qui ſeront en- 
tamees, auſhtot que les Paſſeports neceflaires, 
auront ẽt Expedies par le Gouvernement Frangois, 
& qu'on aura donne l' Afſurance d'une Correſpond- 
ence libre de ce Plenipotentiaire avec ſa Cour, & 
avec les Pays appartenants aux Allies de Sa Majeſte, 
le Souſſignẽ a expEdie ſur le Champ un Courier ex- 


traordinaire pour communiquer ces Diipoitions 


2 Son Gouvernement. 
Les Sentiments de Conciliation & d' Humanitẽ 


qui ont influe ſur cette Decifion du Cabinet ſont 
un heureux Prẽſage du Retabliſſement de la bonne 


Harmonie entre deux Pays qui, par le Genie, les 
Talens, & 'Induſtrie de leurs Peuples, ſont fi 


fortement interëſſés A cherir les Arts & les Jouiſ- 


ſances de la Paix. C'eſt pour atteindre plus 
e ce But ſi ardemment defire par 


l'Europe 


l 


111 


Europe entiere, que le Souſſignẽ avoit ẽtẽ charge 
de ſoumettre au Gouvernement Britannique le Pro- 
jet d'une Treve Maritime; mais les Miniſtres de 
Sa Majeſte ayant juge qu'il ſeroit premature den- 
trer meme en Diſcuſſion ſur cet Objet, il doit reſpec- 
ter les Motifs qui leur paroiſſent militer contre une 
pareille Negociation, quoiqu'il ait eu tout Lieu 
d'eſperer que l' Adhẽſion de Sa Majeſtẽ à cette Pro- 


poſition auroit pit devenir le Gage de la Continu- 
ation des deux Armiſtices conclis en Allemagne 
& en Italie, le Gouvernement Francois ne pouvant 
conſentir long Tems A facrifier les Avantages que 
lui donne fa Poſition militaire ſur le Continent, 
ſans Etre aſſure d'un Sacrifice analogue de la Part 
de la Grande Bretagne. Si par la Force imperi- 
euſe des Circonſtances, le Reſultàt des Negoci- 
ations de Luneville etoit ſoumis aux nouvelles 
Chances de la Guerre, il eſt à preſumer que les In- 
ſtructions & Deliberations reſpeQives n'auroient 
plus pour Baſe un Etat de Choſe connu & apprecie 
de toutes Parts, & que les Diſpoſitions pacifiques 
manifeſtẽes par les Puiſſances Belligerantes ne pro- 
duiroient pas des Effets auſſi prompts & auſſi ſalu- 
taires, qu'on auroit pu en eſperer d'une Treve 
Generale. | 
Les Apprehenſions du Soufligne touchant le Re- 
nouvellement probable des Hotilites en Alle- 
magne & en ltalie, nonobſtant les Ne egociations 
qui de Concert avec Sa Majeſte ſeront entamees 
2 Luneville, ſont confirmees par VOrdre qu | 
C 2 4 4 
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a regu de ſolliciter une Reponſe avant le 3 _ 
tembre. 


\ 


(Signe) | OTTO. 
Hereford Street, le 12 Fru&. An 8. 
(30 Aovit 1800.) 


— ES 
(TRANSLATION. 


NOTE. 


IS Excellency Lord Grenville having been 
pleaſed to inform the Underſigned of the In- 
tention of His Majeſty to ſend a Plenipotentiary 
to Luneville in order to take a Share in the Nego- 
tiations which ſhall be entered upon, as ſoon as the 
neceſſary Paſſports ſhall have been tranſmitted by 


the French Government, and as ſoon as Aſſurance 


ſhall have been given reſpecting the free Correſpon- 
dence of this Plenipotentiary with his Court and 
with the Countries belonging to the Allies of His 
Majeſty, the Underfigned immediately diſpatched 
an extraordinary Meflenger in order to communi- 
cate theſe Diſpoſitions to his Government. 

The conciliatory and humane Sentiments which 
have had an Influence in producing this Deci- 
ſion of the Cabinet, are a happy Preſage of the 
Re-eſtabliſhment of good Harmony between two 
Countries which, from the Genius, the Falents, 
and the Induſtry of their People, are ſo ſtrongly 


intereſted in cheriſhing the Arts and the Enjoyments 
: SD of 
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of Peace. It is with a View to attain more 
ſpeedily this End ſo ardently deſired by all Europe, 
that the Underſigned was directed to ſubmit to the 
Britiſh Government the Projet for a Maritime 
Truce; but the Miniſters of His Majeſty having 
judged that it would be premature to enter even upon 
the Diſcuſſion of this Object, it his Duty to reſpect 
the Motives which appear to them to militate againſt 
ſuch a Negotiation, although he may have had 
every Reaſon to hope that the Adherence of His 
Majeſty to that Propoſal might have become the 
Pledge of the Continuance of the two Armiſtices 
concluded in Germany and Italy ; the French Go- 
vernment not being able to conſent, for any Length 
of Time, to ſacrifice the Advantages afforded to 
it by its military Poſition upon the Continent, 
without the Aſſurance of an analogous Sacrifice 
on the Part of Great Britain. 

If, through the imperious Force of Circum- 
ſtances, the Reſult of the Negotiations of Lune- 
ville ſhould be ſubjected to the future Fortune of 
War, it is to be preſumed that the reſpective In- 
ſtructions and Deliberations would no longer have 
for a Baſis a State of Things known and appre- 
ciated on all Sides, and that the pacific Diſpoſitions 
manifeſted by the Belligerent Powers would not 
produce Effects as prompt and ſalutary as might 
have been hoped for from a general Truce. 

The Apprehenfions of the Underſigned, relative 
to the probable Renewal of Hoſtilities in Germany 


and in Italy, notwithſtanding the Negotiations 
| C'2 ” which, 
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which, in Concert with His Majeſty, ſhall be com- 
menced at Luneville, are confirmed by the Order 
which he has received to ſolicit an Anſwer before 
the 3d of September. 

| | (Signed) OTTO. 

Hereford Street, the 12th Fruct. Vear 8. | 
(3oth Aug. 1800.) 


—_— r „ * Paſs — — 
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(No. 130 


Downing Street, Sept. 2, 1800. 
Sir, | 957 

1 AM to defire that you will apprize M. Otto, 
that the King has been pleaſed eventually to 
make Choice of Mr. Grenville to repreſent his 
Majeſty at Luneville, and of Mr. Garlike, now 
His Majeſty's Secretary of Legation at Berlin, to 
act as His Majeſty's Secretary to Mr. Grenville's 
Miſſion. It will therefore be neceſſary that a ſepa- 


rate Paſſport for Mr. Garlike ſhould} be furniſhed 


by the French Government, ſuch as will enable him 
to proceed directly from Berlin to Luneville. You 
will add, that it will be a Matter of Convenience 
to His Majeſty's Government, and to Mr. Garlike 
perſonally, it that Paſſport, inſtead of being ſent 
through London, were tranſmitted, through the 
French Miniſter at Berlin, to the Earl of Carysfort, 
His Majeſty's Miniſter at that Court, 

: | I wiſh 


„ } 


I wiſh you farther to remark to M. Otto, that 
it is uſual in the opening of Negotiations for Peace, 
that ſuch previous Explanations ſhould take place 
as may enable the reſpe&ive Miniſters to arrive 
nearly at the ſame Time at the Place of Negotia- 
tion ; and that as the Communication on this Point 
may be received here ſo much ſooner from Paris 
than from Vienna, His Majeſty's Government 
would wiſh to be informed through you of the Pe- 
riod which may be fixed for the Arrival of the Au- 
ſtrian and French Plenipotentiaries at Luneville, in 
order that no Delay may take place on His Ma- 
jeſty's Part in the opening of the Negotiation. 

I am, &Cc. 
3 (Signed) GRENVILLE. 
To Captain George. . 


n 


(No. 14.) 

Hereford Street, 4 Sept. 
| (17 Fruct.) 

Milord, | 
M. GEORGE n'etant pas encore revenu de 
Margate, od il a conduit fa Famille, j'eſpère 
que votre Excellence ne deſapprouvera pas que je 
vous faſſe paſſer directement les Communications 
tres importantes que J'ai regues ce Matin par un 
Courier extraordinaire. Je dois ajouter que ſi Sa 
MajeſtE conſent à l' Armiſtice propoſe, je ſuis char- 


gẽ de remettre le Paſſeport, et de donner toutes les 
| C 4 Aſſurances, * 


—— 
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Afurances demandes pour le Nee qui 
pourra Etre nommè. 

Jai PHonneur d'etre, avec 1 hs haute G0. 
ſideration, | | 
Milord, 

De Votre Excellence 
Le tres humble et tres ob&ifſant Serviteur, 
|. (Signe) OTTO. 


Ip 
(TRANSLATION) , . 


8 Street, 4th "0 
: | (17 Fruct.) 

My Lord, 
R. GEORGE not being yet returned from 
Margate, whither he has conveyed his Fami- 
ly, I hope that your Excellency will not diſapprove 


of my tranſmitting to you directly the very impor- 
tant Communications which I received this Mor- 


ning by an extraordinary Courier. I ſhould add 
that, if His Majeſty conſent to the propoſed Ar- 
miſtice, I am directed to deliver the Paſſport, and 
to give all the Aſſurances demanded for the Pleni- 


potentiary who ſhall be appointed. 
I have the Honor to be with the higheſt Can. 


ſideration, &c. 


(Signed) OTTO. 


1 ] 
(No. 15.) 
NOTE. 


LLE Souſſignẽ ayant communique à Son Gouverne- 

ment la Note en Date du 29 Aoũt, que Son 
Excellence Milord Grenville lui a fait remettre, ſe 
trouve charge de lui preſenter les Obſervations 


ſuivantes: 

Des Preliminaires de Paix avoient ẽtẽ b et 
ſignẽs entre 8a Majeſté imperiale et la Republique 
Frangoiſe, I' Intervention de Lord Minto, qui a de- 

mande que I Angleterre fit admiſe dans les Nego- 
ciations, a a empeche la Ratification de Sa Majeſte 


Imperiale. 

La Suſpenſion d' Armes, qui navoit eu Lieu ſur 
le Continent, que dans J Eſpoir d'une prompte 
Paix entre l' Empereur et la Republique, devra 
donc ceſſer et ceſſera en Effet au 24 Fructidor (11 
Sept.), puiſque la France n'avoit facrifie qu' a cette 
Eſperance les immenſes Avantages que lui avoit aſ- 
ſurés la Victoire. 

L'Intervention de I Angleterre complique telle- 
ment la Queſtion de la Paix, qu'il eft impoſſible 
au Gouvernement Frangois de prolonger plus long 
Tems l' Armiſtice ſur le Continent, à moins que Sa 
Majeſte Britannique ne le rende commun entre les 
trois Puiſſances. | 


Si donc le Cabinet de St. James veut contmuer 
de faire Cauſe commune avec FAutriche, et fi ſon 


Deſir d'intervenir dans les Negociations eſt ſincere, 
| Sa 
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Sa Majeſte Britannique n'heſitera point 3 adopter 
Armiſtice propoſe. 

Mais ſi cet Armiſtice n'eſt point concli avant le 
24 Fructidor (11 Sept.), les Hoſtilites auront ẽtẽ 
recommencees avec PAutriche; et le Premier 
Conſul ne pourra plus conſentir a PEgard de cette 
Puiſſance qu' à une Paix ſeparẽe et complette. 

Pour ſatisfaire aux Explications demandees re- 
lativement a l' Armiſtice, le Souſſignẽ eſt charge 


de faire connoitre à Son Excellence Milord Gren- 


ville, que les Places qu'il s'agit d'aſſimiler à celles 
d' Allemagne ſont Malthe et les Villes maritimes de 
PEgypte. 

S'il eſt vrai, qu'une longue . d' Armes 
entre la France et l'Angleterre pourroit paroitre 


defavorable a Sa Majeſté Britannique, il ne Veſt 


pas moins qu'un Armiſtice prolonge ſur le Conti- 
nent eſt eſſentiellement deſavantageux à la Repub- 
lique Francoiſe ; deſorte qu'en meme Tems que 
PArmiſtice Maritime ſeroit pour le Gouvernement 
Francois une Garantie du Zele que mettroit 'An- 


gleterre a concourir au Retabliſſement de la Paix, 


PArmiſtice Continental en ſeroit une pour le Gou- 
vernement Britannique de la Sincerite des Efforts 
de la France; et comme la Poſition de I Autriche 
ne lui permettroit plus alors de ne pas rechercher 
une prompte Concluſion, les trois Puiſſances au- 
roient dans leurs Interets propres des Raiſons de- 
terminantes pour conſentir ſans Delai aux Sacrifices, 
qui peuvent Etre reciproquement neceffaires pour 
operer la prochaine Concluſion d'une Paix Gene- 

rale 


11 


rale et ſolide, telle qu'elle eſt le Veeu et I'Eſpoir du 
Monde entier. 
(Signs) OTTO. 
Hereford Street, 17 Fruct. An 8. | 
(4 Sept. 1800.) 


— — 
(TRANSLATION.) 


NOTE. 


THE Underſigned having communicated to his 
Government the Note dated the 29th of Auguſt, 

| forwarded to him by his Excellency Lord Grenville, 

is directed to ſubmit to him the following Obſer- 

vations : 

Preliminaries of Peace had been cncladdd and 
ſigned between his Imperial Majeſty and the 
French Republic. The Intervention of Lord 
Minto, who demanded that England ſhould be ad- 
mitted to take Part in the Negotiations, prevented 
their Ratification by his Imperial Majeſty. 

The Suſpenſion of Arms, which had taken place 
ſolely in the Hope of a ſpeedy Peace between the 
Emperor and the Republic, ought then to ceaſe, 
and will in Fact ceaſe, on the 24 Fructidor (11 
Sept.) ſince France had ſacrificed to that Hope 
alone the immenſe Advantages WIRE Victory had 
ſecured to her, 

The Intervention of England renders the Queſ- 
tion of Peace ſo complicated, that it is impoſlible 


for the French Government to prolong farther the 
Armiſtice 
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Armiſtice upon the Continent, unleſs his Britannic 
Majeſty will conſent to render it common to the 
three Powers. 
If then the Cabinet of St. James's deſires to con- 
tinue to make a common Caule with Auſtria, and 
if its Deſire to take Part in the Negotiations be ſin- 


cere, His Britannic Majeſty will not heſitate to 
adopt the propoſed Armiſtice. 


But if this Armiſtice be not concluded before 
the 24 FruQidor (11 Sept.), Hoſtilities will have 
been renewed with Auſtria, and the Firſt Conſul 
will no longer be able to conſent, with regard to 
that Power, to any but a ſeparate and complete 
Pence, |  - a 

In order to ſatisfy the 3 demanded 
relative to the Armiſtice, the Underſigned is di- 
rected to Acquaint Lord Grenville, that the Places 
which it is propoſed to aſſimilate to thoſe of Ger- 
many, arc Malta and the maritime Towns of 
Egypt. 

If it be true that a long Suſpenſion of Arms, 
between France and England, would appear unfa- 
vourable to His Britannic Majeſty ; it is not leſs ſo, 
that an Armiſtice prolonged upon the Continent 
would be eflentially diſadvantageous to the French 
Republic; ſo that at the ſame Lime that the Naval 
Armiſtice would be to the French Government a 
Pledge of the Zeal which would be employed by 
England in promoting the Re-eſtabliſhment of 


Peace, the Continental Armiſtice would be one 


alſo to the Britiſh Government of the Sincerity of 
the 


4 9 1 
the Efforts of France; and as the Poſition of Au- 
ſtria would no longer admit of her not diligently 
ſeeking for a Concluſion, the three Powers would 
have, in their own private Intereſts, deciſive Rea- 
ſons for conſenting without Delay to the Sacrifices 
which may be reciprocally neceflary in order to 
bring about an early Concluſion of a general and 
ſolid Peace, ſuch as may anſwer the Wiſh and the 
Hope of the whole World. 18190 
ol | 5 (Signed) OTTO. 
Hereford Street, 17 Fruct. Vear 8. 
(4th Sept 1800.) 


(No. 16.) 
- Downing Street, Sept. 4, 1800. 
Ir, | 
JT appearing by a Note received this Day from 

M. Otto, that the French Government has de- 
termined to make the Continuance of the Armiſtice 
between Auſtria and France, and the Commence- 
ment of the Negotiations for Peace, dependent on 
the Concluſion of an Armiſtice with this Country; 
it is judged proper, in order that the ultimate De- 
ciſion on ſo important and extenſive a Queſtion 
may be taken with the fulleſt Knowledge of all the 
Conſiderations by which it ought to be governed, 
that you ſhould ſee M. Otto, and enquire of him, 
Whether, (as his Note of the zoth ultimo appears 
to intimate) he is furniſhed with a Projet of a Trea- 
ty of Naval Truce? and in that Caſe, Whether he 
| | is 


5 


is willing to communicate it to you for the Infor- 
mation of His Majeſty's Government? | 
You will further inquire, Whether he is empow- 
ered and inſtructed to include in ſuch Treaty His 
0-405 s Allies? 
And laſtly, if his Projet mould contain no Ar- 
ticle applicable to the Queſtion of moving the 
French and Spaniſh Ships now in Breſt to any 
other Station in or out of Europe, you will en- 
quire, Whether M. Otto is authorized to enter into 
| Negotiation for the -Purpoſe of including proper 
Stipulations on that Subject in any Treaty of the 
Nature which his Government has propoſed. 
I am, &c. 


(Signed) GRENVILLE. 
Evan Nepean, Eſq. ro] 


London, Sept. 4, 1800. 


My Lord, 

INCE I had the Honor of communicating to 
your Lordſhip the Converſation that had paſſed 
between me and M. Otto on the Subject of the Pro- 
poſal for a Naval Armiſtice, and the Readineſs he 
had expreſſed of furniſhing me with a Copy of the 
Projet, I have received from him the encloſed 

. Note and the Projet therein referred to. I have 
O the Honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN NEPEAN. 


Lord Grenville. 


ta I 


(No. 1 8.) | | 
PROJET. 

" WE 
L y aura Suſpenſion d'Hoſtilites entre les Flottes 


et Armees de la Republique Frangoile et celles 
de la Grande Bretagne. 


I. 
Les Batimens de Guerre et de Commerce de 
Pune et de Pautre Nation pourront librement na- 


viguer ſans Etre ſoumis à aucune Viſite et en ſuivant 
I'Uſage ẽtabli avant la Guerre. 


| III. 
A dater du Fructidor, tous les Batimens de 


Pune et de l'autre Nation, qui ſeroient pris, ſeront 
rendus. 


IV. 


Les Places de Malthe, Alexandrie, Belleifle, ſe- 
ront aſſimilẽes aux Places d'Ulm, de Philipſbourg, 
et d'Ingolſtadt, c'eit a dire que tous les Batimens 
Neutres qu Frangois pourront y entrer librement 
po y porter des Vivres. 


2 


Les Eſcadres qui bloquent Breſt, Cadiz, Toulon, 
Fleſſingue, retourneront dans leurs Ports ou du 
moins ſe tiendront hors de Vue de la Terre. 


Trois 
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VI. 

Trois Officiers Anglois ſeront expẽdiẽs, l'un di- 
rectement à l' Amiral qui commande dans la Medi- 
terranẽe, l'autre au Commandant de l'Eſcadre 
devant Malthe, le troiſieme au Commandant du 
Blocus d' Alexandrie, pour leur donner Connoif- 
fance du preſent Armiſtice, et leur porter YOrdre 
de s'y conformer. Les dits Officiers traverſeront 


la France pour arriver plutot a leur Deſtination. 


Sa Majeſtẽ Catholique et la Republique Batave 
ſont compriſes dans le preſent Armiſtice. 


(TRANSLATION.) 


PROJET. 
© I. f 
HERE ſhall be a Suſpenſion of Hoſtilities be- 
'** tween the Fleets and Armies of the French 
Republic and thoſe of Great Britain. 
II. | 
The Ships of War and Merchant Veſſels of each 


Nation ſhall enjoy a free Navigation without being 


ſubject to any Search, and ſhall obſerve the Uſage 
eſtabliſhed previous to the War. 


III. | 
All Veſſels of either Nation, captured after the 
of FruQtidor, ſhall be reſtored. 


The 


IV. > 
The Places of Malta, Alexandria, Belleifle, ſhall 
be aſſimilated to the Places of Ulm, of Philipſburgh, 
and of Ingolſtadt; that is to ſay, all Neutral or 


French Veſlcls ſhall have Permiſſion freely to enter 
them in order to furniſh them with Proviſions, 


> 

The Squadrons which blockade Breſt, Cadiz, 
Toulon, Fluſhing, ſhall return into their own Har- 
wy or at ba Hall _ out of d of the 
Coaſt. | 

| | VI. 

Three Engliſh Officers ſhall be diſpatched, ene 
directly to the Admiral commanding in the Medi- 
terranean, another to the Commander of the Squa- 
dron before Malta, the third to the Commander of 
the Blockade of Alexandria, to notify to them the 
preſent Armiſtice, and to convey to them Orders to 
conform themſelves thereunto. The ſaid Officers 
ſhall paſs through France, in order the more ex- 
peditiouſly to arrive at their Deſtination. 


VII. 


His Catholic Majeſty and the Batavian Republic 
are included 1 in the preſent Armiſtice. 


D | (No. 19.) 
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No. 19. 
; _ NOTE. | 

E only Motive which could lead this Court 

to entertain the Diſcuſſion of a Propoſal ſo un- 
uſual in itſelf, and ſo diſadvantageous to the In- 
tereſts of Great Britain, as that of a Maritime 
Truce to precede Negotiation, is the Deſire of con- 
tributing to facilitate the Concluſion of a General 
Peace ; and the Termination of the Armiſtice on 
the Continent, by the Act of the French Govern- 
ment, would put an End to all Inducements to 
ſuch a Meaſure on the Part of this Country. 

The Neceſlity of receiving the King's Commands, 
on the Projet communicated by M. Otto, muſt 
prevent the Underſigned from tranſmitting any Re- 
ply to that Paper before Sunday next. It is there- 
fore for M. Otto to determine whether he will not 
think it proper immediately to write to his Govern- 
ment, to remark, that if France has propoſed an 
Armiſtice with Great Britain for the Purpoſe of its 
leading to general Negotiation and Peace, that Ob- 
ject can only be attained by at leaſt ſuch a Prolon- 


_ gation of the Continental Armiſtice as will allow 


the. Time required for receiving the Anſwer to the 
Propoſal made here. 


(Signed) GRENVILLE. 
Downing Street, Sept. 5, 1800. 


(No. 20.) 


1 T3 1] 
(No. 20.) Ws 
Thurſday Evening Sept. 4, 1860. 


CITIZEN Otto preſents his Compliments to Mr. 
Nepean, and, according to his Defire, encloſes 
a Sketch of the Treaty propoſed by his Govern- 


ment. 


PIT 


— 


(No. 21.) 


Londres, 18 Fructidor, An 8. 
(5th September 1800.) 


Monſieur, 


Al regu la Lettre que vous m'avez fait PHon- 
neur de m'adreſſer pour me prevenir que Sa 
Majeſtẽ avait jugẽ convenable de nommer provi- 
ſoirement M. Grenville pour prendre Part aux 
Negociations eventuelles de Luneville. Ce Choix 
ne pourra qu' tre tres-agreable au Gouvernement 
Frangais. Lorſque le Rẽſultat des Communica- 
tions actuelles aura rendu neceflaire le Voyage de 
M. Grenville, je lui remettrai le Paſſeport que 
j'avais deja demande, et je ſuis Charge de donner 
au Nom de mon Gouvernement toutes les Aſſu- 
rances que M. Grenville pourra deſfirer pour la 
Promptitude et l'Inviolabilitè de ſa Correſpondance. 
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Quant à M. Garlike, il ſera tres facile de loi 
envoyer directement à Berlin le Paſſeport qui lui 
ſera nẽceſſaire. J'en ferai la Demande à mon Gou- 


vernement. 
Les Arrangemens a prendre Frog le Cas us 


Congrès eventuel pour que les Miniſtres reſpectifs 


arrivent à peu- près dans le meme Tems dans le 
Lieu des Conferences, ſont tellement conformes 


aux Procedes ordinaires en pareil Cas, qu'ils ne 


ſeront point negliges. La Proximite de Paris me 
donnera la Facilitè de donner au Miniſtere Britan- 
nique tous les Renſeignemens qu'il pourra defirer 
a ce Sujet, bien avant le Tems ot il pourroit les 
recevoir de Vienne. Pai T'Honneur d'etre, 


Monſteur, | 
Votre tres-humble et obciflant Serviteur, 
 (Signe) OTTO. 


Capt. George. 
v. — 


(TRANSLATION.) 


London, the 5th Sept. 1800. 


(18 "> Year 8.) 
Sir, 


I HAVE received the Letter which you have 3 
me the Honor to addreſs to me, acquainting me 


that His Majeſty had thought proper proviſionally 
to 


1 


to appoint Mr. Grenville to take Part in the even- 
tual Negotiations at Luneville. That Choice can- 
not fail to be very agreeable to the French Govern- 
ment. As ſoon as the Reſult of the preſent Com- 
munications ſhall have rendered the Journey of Mr. 
Grenville neceſſary, I ſhall deliver to him the Paſs- 
port for which I had previouſly applied; and I 
am directed to give, in the Name of my Govern- 
ment, every Aſſurance which Mr. Grenville can 
deſire reſpecting the Promptitude and the Inviola- 
bility of his Correſpondence. 

With reſpect to Mr. Garlike, it will be very eaſy 
to ſend to him directly to Berlin the Paſſport ne- 
ceſſary for him, and I ſhall requeſt it of my Go- 
vernment. 

The Arrangements to be taken in the Caſe of an 
eventual Congreſs, in order that the reſpective 
Miniſters may arrive about the ſame Time at the 
Place of the Conferences, are ſo conformable to 
the ordinary Proceedings in ſimilar Caſes, that they 
will not be neglected. The Proximity of Paris 
will afford me the Facility of giving to the Britiſh 
Miniſtry every Information which it may deſire 
upon that Subject, long before it could procure it 
from Vienna. 


I have the Honor to be, &c. 


(Signed) OTTO. 


4 D 3 (No. 22.) 
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1 
(No. 22.) 


E Soufligns a regu Hier à 4 Heures apres-Midi 
la Note que Son Excellence Lord Grenville 


lui a fait PHonneur de lui adreſſer. Elle lui a paru 
d'une ſi haute Importance qu'a la meme Heure il 


Pa tranſmiſe a Son Gouvernement par un Courier 
extraordinaire. Il eſpere qu'elle arrivera affez-tor 
pour preduire 'Effet que Son Excellence a eu en 
Vue, et fi Elle ſert à prolonger pendant quelques 
Jours les Armiſtices du Continent, il ſe felicitera 
beaucoup d'avoir ete a meme d'y contribuer. 

Il prie Son Excellence d*agreer FR de ſa 
reſpeftueuſe Conſideration. 


(Signe) OTTO. 


Hereford-Street, 19 Fructidor, An 8. 
(6 Sept. 1800.) 


— — 
# 


(TRANSLATION.) 


HE Underſigned received Yeſterday, at four 
o*Clock in the Afternoon, the Note which his 
Excellency Lord Grenville did him the Honor to 
addreſs to him. It appeared to him to be of ſuch 
high Importance, that at the ſame Hour he tranſ- 
mitted it by an extraordinary Meſſenger to his Go- 


vernment. He hopes that it may arrive in Time 


to produce the Effect which his Excellency has had 
in View: and if it ſerves to prolong for a few 
Days 


1 


Days the Continental Armiſtices, he will congra- 
tulate himſelf very much on having had it in his 
Power to contribute thereunto. 

He begs his Excellency to accept the Homage 
ol his reſpectful Conſideration. 


(Signed) OTTO. 


Hereford Sweet, 19 Fruct. Year 8. 
(6th Sept. 1800.) 


(No. 23.) 


RD Grenville preſents his Compliments to 
M. Otto, and ſends him herewith the Official 
Anſwer to his laſt Communication on the Subject 
of an Armiſtice, together with the Counter-Projet 
therein referred to. 
He requeſts M. Otto to accept the Aſſurance of 
his high Confideration. 


Downing-Street, Sept. 7, 1800. 


1 ] 


(No. 24.) 
NOTE. 


E Underſigned has had the Honour to lay 
before the King the Official Anſwer of the 
French Government which he received from M. 
Otto on the 4th Inſtant ; and alſo the Projet of an 
Armiſtice communicated on the ſame Day. 

The Spirit of that Anſwer is unhappily but little 
conſonant with thoſe Appearances of a conciliatory 
Diſpoſition which had before been manifeſted. If 
it be really practicable in the preſent Moment to 
reſtore permanent Tranquillity to Europe, this Ob- 
ject muſt be effected by very different Means than 
thoſe of ſuch a Controverſy as that Paper is calcu- 
lated to produce. | 

Some Reply is however indiſpenſably neceſſary 
to the Aﬀertions there advanced, which if now paſ- 
ſed over might hereafter be conſidered as ad- 
mitted. _ 

The Articles ch. an \ A Officer, charged 
with no ſuch Commiſſion, was perſuaded to ſign at 
Paris, do indeed appear to His Majeſty little cal- 
culated to terminate the Calamities of Europe. 

But whatever be the Tendeney of the Conditions 
which the French Government has there ſpecified, 
there can be no Pretence for repreſenting them as 
Preliminaries concluded by Auſtria or annulled by 
the Intervention of His Majeſty. 

The Engagements by which the Courts of London 


and Vienna have agreed not to treat except in Con- 
N 


1884 


cert with each other, were concluded before there 
was any Queſtion of theſe pretended Preliminaries 
of Peace. And the firſt Intimations which his 
Majeſty received of their Signature were accom- 
panied by the expreſs Declarations of his Ally, 
that they were wholly unauthorized, and muſt be 
conſidered as abſolutely null. 


The French Government could indeed expect 
no other Determination to be taken by His Imperial 
Majeſty. The want of all Powers, or Inſtructions 
for ſuch a Treaty, on the Part of the Auſtrian 
Officer, was at the Time diſtinctly notified by him 
to thoſe who treated with him, and is declared even 
on the very Face of the Paper which he ſigned. 


With reſpect therefore to the ſuppoſed Demand 
of His Majeſty to be admitted to thoſe Negotiations, 
nothing more is neceſſary to be ſaid. The Note 
delivered to M. de Thugut by Lord Minto, ſuf- 
ficiently explains the Part which His Majeſty is 
really diſpoſed to take in any Negotiation which 
may be regularly ſet on Foot for General Peace. 


The King has always been perſuaded that the 
Reſult of ſuch a Negotiation can alone effectually 
re-eſtabliſh the Tranquillity of Europe. 

Experience has confirmed this Opinion; and it 
is only from the Conviction of its Truth that His 
| Majeſty has now been induced to wave his ſtrong 

Objections to the firſt Propoſal of a Naval Armiſtice, 
and to enter into the Diſcuſſion of the Conditions 
on which it may be eſtabliſhed, 


His 


1 3 


His Majeſty, judging from the Experience of ſo 
many former Negotiations, conſiders ſuch an Ar- 
miſtice as in no Degree likely either to expedite or 
to facilitate an Arrangement of the direct Intereſts 
of Great Britain and France. 

He views it in no other Light than as a tempo- 
rary Advantage which it is propoſed to him to 
yield to his Enemy, in order to prevent the Renewal 
of Continental Hoſtilities, and thereby to contribute 
to the Concluſion of a General Peace. 

And on this Ground, notwithſtanding the many 
Diſadvantages which he is ſenſible muſt reſult to 
this Country from ſuch a Meaſure, he is reſolved 
to give to his Allies and to all Europe this new 

Pledge of the Sentiments by which he is actuated; 
— provided that his Enemies are diſpoſed to regu- 
late the Conditions of ſuch an Armiſtice, as far as 
the Nature of the Caſe will allow, in Conformity 
to the obvious and eſtabliſhed Principle of ſuch 
Arrangements. 

This Principle is, that the reſpective Poſition of 
the two Parties ſhould remain during the Continu- 
ance of the Armiltice ſuch as it was at its Com- 
mencement; and that neither of them ſhould by 
its Operation acquire freſh Advantages or new 
Means of annoying his Enemy, ſuch as he could 
not otherwiſe obtain. The Difficulty of doing this 
with the ſame Preciſion in the Caſe of Naval Ope- 
rations, as by Land, has already been adverted ro 
in a former Note ; and it conſtitutes a leading Ob- 
jection to the Meaſure itſelf. 


But 


Eo 1 


But the French Projet, inſtead of attempting to 
remove or leſſen theſe Difficulties, departs at once 
and in every Article from the Principle itſelf, al- 
though expreſsly recognized and ſtudiouſly main- 
tained in the Continental Armiſtice which is there 
referred to as the Foundation and Model of this 
Tranſaction. : 

It is propoſed, in Effect, that the Blockade of 
the Naval Ports and Arſenals of the King's Ene- 
mies ſhould be raiſed; that they ſhould be enabled 
to remove their Fleets to any other Station, and to 
divide or to collect their Force as they may judge 
molt advantageous to rheir future Plans : The Im- 
portation both of Proviſions and of Naval and Mi- 
litary Stores is to be wholly unreſtrained. 

Even Malta and the Ports of Egypt, though ex- 
preſsly ſtated to be now blockaded, are to be free- 
ly victualled, and for an unlimited Period, in di- 
rect Contradiction to the Stipulations of the Ger- 
man Armiſtice reſpecting Ulm and Ingolſtadt, to 
which Places it is nevertheleſs profeſſed to aſſimilate 
them: And this Government is expected to bind 
itſelf towards the Allies of France even before any 
reciprocal Engagement can be received from them; 
while at the ſame Time, all mention of the King's 
Allies is on the other Hand totally omitted. 

To a Propoſal ſo manifeſtly repugnant to Juſtice 
and Equality, and ſo injurious not only to His Ma- 
jeſty's Intereſts, but alſo to thoſe of his Allies, it 
cannot be expected that any Motive ſhould induce 


the King to accede. 
The 


„ 


The Counter-Projet which the Underſigned has 
the Honor to tranſmit to M. Otto contains Regu- 
lations in this Reſpect more nearly correſponding 
with that Principle of Equality on which alone 
His Majeſty can conſent to treat. ä 

Even thoſe Articles are in many important Points, 
and particularly in what relates to the actual Sta- 
tions of His Majeſty's Squadrons, very far ſhort 
of what His Majeſty might -juſtly demand from a 
Reference to the general Principle above ſtated, 
from Analogy, to the Conditions of the Conti- 
nental Armiſtice, or from the relative Situation of 
Naval Force : And a Confidence is repoſed in the 
good Faith of His Enemies, which, although it can 
never be claimed in Tranſactions between Bellige- 
rent Powers, His Majeſty is nevertheleſs willing to 
hope He ſhall not find to have been miſplaced on 
the preſent Occaſion. 

If M. Otto is empowered to 3 to theſe Sti- 
pulations, a proper Perſon will immediately be au- 
thorized to ſign them on His Majeſty's Part; if 
not, he is requeſted to tranſmit them without De- 


lay to his Government. 
(Signed) GRENVILLE. 


Downing Street, Sept. 7, 1800. 


WEE A (No. 25.) 


Tas 


(No. 25.) 
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COUNTER-PR OJET. 


TT having been agreed that Negotiations for a 
General Peace ſhall be immediately ſet on foot 
between the Emperor of Germany, His Britannic 
Majeſty,” and the French Republic, and an Armiſ- 
tice having already been concluded between the 
Forces of His Imperial Majeſty and thoſe of the 
French Republic, it is agreed that an Armiſtice 
ſhall alſo take place between the Forces of His 
Britannic Majeſty and thoſe of the French Re- 
public, on the Terms and in the Manner —— 

That is to ſay,— 


Article I. 


All Hoſtilities, both by Sea and Land, between 
the Forces of the two Contracting Parties ſhall be 
ſuſpended, and ſhall not be renewed until after 
Fourteen Days Notice given of the Termination 
of the Armiſtice. This Notice, in ſo far as relates 
to the Parts of Europe North of Cape St. Vincent, 
muſt be given by one of the two Governments to 
the other, and is to be reckoned from the Day in 
which the ſame ſhall be received by the Govern- 
ment to whom it is given. In the Mediterranean 
or other Parts of the World, the Notice muſt be 
given by the reſpective Commanding Officers. 


But in caſe of the Renewal of Hoſtilities between 
Auſtria 
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Auſtria and France, the Armiſtice between Great 
Britain and France is likewiſe to be conſidered as 
terminated, ſo ſoon as ſuch Renewal of Hoſtilities 
ſhall be known to the Officer commanding the 
Britiſh Forces; except only in ſo far as relates to 
Prizes of Merchant Veſſels, which ſhall be regu- 
lated by the third Article of this Convention. 


Article II. . 


Orders ſhall immediately be ſent by the two 
Governments to their Officers in the different Parts 
of the World, to conform themſelves to this 
Agreement; Sea-Paſſes ſhall be given to the Ships 
which are to carry theſe Orders; and His Britannic 
Majeſty's Officers to be ſent for that Purpoſe 
through France, ſhall be furniſhed with the neceſ- 
ſary Paſſports and Facilities to their 


Journey. 


Fl 


Article III, 


All Prizes made in any Part of the World, 
during the Continuance and Operation of the 
Armiſtice, by any Officers having actually received 
due Notice of this Agreement, ſhall be reſtored ; 
and generally, whether ſuch Notice ſhall have been 
received or not, all Prizes made in the Channel, 
or in the North Seas, after twelve Days, (to be 
reckoned from the Exchange of the Ratifications 
of this Convention,) ſhall be reſtored; and the 


ſame Periods ſhall be allowed in this Reſped for 
the 


Ul 
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the other Parts of the World, as were ſtipulated 
by the 22d Article of the Preliminaries of the laſt 


Peace. 
Article IV. 

Malta, and the Maritime Towns and Ports of 
Egypt ſhall be placed on the ſame Footing as thoſe 

Places which, though compriſed within the Demar- 
cation of the French Army in Germany, are occu- 
pied by the Auſtrian Troops; conſequently nothing 
ſhall be admitted by Sea which can give additional 
Means of Defence; and Proviſions only for four- 
teen Days at a Time, in Proportion to the Con- 
ſumption, as it ſhall be aſcertained by Commiſſaries 
to be named for the Purpoſe, who ſhall have Power 
to eſtabliſh the neceſſary Regulations for giving 
Effect to this Stipulation, conformably to the Prin- 
ciples of the 4th Article of the Convention con- 
cluded between the Auſtrian and French Generals 


in Germany. 


Article V. 


The Blockade of Breſt, Toulon, and any other 
of the Ports of France by His Majeſty's Fleets, 
ſhall be diſcontinued; and all Britiſh Ships ſhall be 
inſtructed not to interrupt or obſtruct the Trade 
or Navigation of any Ships ſailing to or from the 
Coaſts of France, except in the Article of Naval 
or Military Stores, which are not to be brought 
thither by Sea during the preſent Armiſtice. None 


of the Ships of War now ſtationed in the ſaid 
Ports 
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Ports reſpectively ſhall, before the Renewal of 
Hoſtilities, be removed to any other Station. 


Article VI. 
The Allies of the two Parties ſhall ſeverally be 
at Liberty to accede to this Armiſtice, if they 
ſo think fit; provided that they alſo engage to 
obſerve a like Armiſtice, on Conditions ſimilar to 


thoſe here ſpeciſied, towards ſuch of the Allies on 
the other Side as ſhall alſo accede to it. 


The Periods or Terms to be fixed for the Com- 
mencement of the Armiſtice in the different 
Quarters of the World, as with reſpect to each of 
the ſaid Allies, are to be regulated in Conformity 
to the Stipulations contained in the 3d Article of 
this Convention as between Great Britain and 
France; and the ſaid Periods or Terms, are to 
be reckoned from the Day on which the Acceſſion 
of ſuch Power to the Armiſtice ſhall have been 
duly notified by ſuch Power to the Party with whom 
it is at War. Such Notification, duly authenti- 
cated by the Government on whoſe Part it is made, 
may either be tranſmitted directly by Couriers or 
Flags of Truce, or through the Channel of the 
two Contracting Parties, to each other reciprocally. 
The Naval Ports and Arſenals of the Allies of 
France are, during ſuch Armiſtice, to be placed 
on the ſame Footing with thoſe of France; and 
the Notices which are to precede the Renewal of 


Hoſtilities, as well as all other Matters relating to 
ſuch 
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ſuch Armiſtice, are to be regulated according to 
the Terms of this Convention. 


Article VII, 

This Convention ſhall be ratified, and the Ratifi- 
cations ſhall be exchanged within the Term of 
ten Days, or ſooner if the fame be practicable. 


—— — 


(No. 26.) | 
| Hereford Street, 21 Fruct. An 8. 


Milord, : (8 Sept. 1800.) 
JA recu Hier à onze Heures du Soir la Note et 
le Contre-Projet que Votre Excellence m'a fait 
I'Honneur de m' adreſſer. Les Principes renfermes 
dans ces dieux Pieces ſont à pluſieurs Egards fi 
peu analogues aux Propoſitions que Jai etE charge 
de faire, et qui avaient pour Objet de compenſer 
par un Armiſtice Britannique les Inconveniens qui 
pourraient rEſulter pour la France de la Prolonga- 
tion eventuelle de Armiſtice Allemand, que je ne 
puis prendre ſur mol de les admettre avant d'avoir 
regu des Inſtructions ulterieures. Je me ſuis donc 
conforme aux Intentions de Votre Excellence en 
envoyant ces deux Pieces a mon Gouvernement le 

plus promptement poſſible. 

Pai PHonneur d'*etre, avec la Conſideration la 


plus eee 


Milord, 
De Votre Excellence, 
Le tres-humble et très- obẽiſſant Serviteur, 
(Signe) OTTO. | 
= (rx Aus- 
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(TRANSLATION.) 
Hereford Street, 21 r Fruc. 8. 
My Lord, (Sept. 8, 1800.) 


I RECEIVED Yeſterday at Eleven o' Clock at 
| Night the Note and the Counter-Projet which 
your Fox did me the Honor to addreſs to 
me. The Principles contained in theſe two Pieces 
are in ſeveral ReſpeQs ſo little analagous to the 
Propoſals which I have been directed to make, 
and the Obje& of which was to compenſate by a 
Britiſh Armiſtice the Inconveniencies which might 
reſult to France from the eventual Prolongation of 
the German Armiſtice, that I cannot take upon 
myſelf to admit them without previouſly receiving 
farther Inſtructions. I have therefore complied 
with your Excellency's Intentions, by tranſmitting 
to my Government thoſe two Pieces with as little 
Delay as poſſible. I have the Honor to be, with 
the moſt reſpecful Conſideration, &c. 


(Signed) OTTO. 


— 


K * 
* * 
— ; 


(No. 270 n 
Hereford Street, le 29 Frudtidor, An 8. 
Milord, (16th Sept. 1800.) 
| ] Al PHonneur d'adreſſer à Votre Excellence la 
Reponſe que mon Gouvernement m'a charge de 
faire à la Note que vous m''avez fait PHonneur 


d'adreſſer. 

Le Premier Conſul, pern qu'il eſt encore 

polliple de rapprocher les Interets des deux Gou- 
vernemens 


12 
vernemens et leur Vœux pour une Paix prompte 
et ſolide, et voulant donner de ſon Cote une 
nouvelle Preuve de ſes Diſpoſitions pacifiques, 
a expẽdiẽ POrdre de retarder encore pour quelques 
Jours V'Attaque que VArmee Francaiſe avait ẽtẽ 
charge de faire ſur toute la Ligne, 

Je donnerai verbalement ſoit à Votre-Excellence 
elle- mème ſoit à la Perſonne qu'elle jugera à-propos 
de nommer pour cet Effet, des Explications ſatis- 
faiſantes ſur les principales Objections renfermees 
dans Votre Note de 7 de ce Mois; et je me flatte 
qu'elles produiront le Rẽſultat que Votre Excel- 
lence a eu en Vue en me faiſant connoitre les 
Intentions de Sa Majeſte, La haute Importance 
de ces Communications m'autoriſe à vous ſupplier 
de les faciliter autant qu'il dẽpendra de vous. 

Jai PHonneur d' etre avec la plus reſpectueuſe 


Conſideration, 
Milord, 


De Votre a 


Le tres-humble et très - obẽiſſant Serviteur, 
(Signe) OTTO. 


— —_————_— — — 


(T RANSLATION.) 


Hereford Street, Sept. 16, 1800. 

My Lord, | (29 Fruc. 8.) 
1 the Honor to addreſs your Excellency 
the Anſwer which my Government has directed 
me to make to the Note which you did me the 
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Honor to addreſs to me. 


1 


The Firſt Conſul, hoping that it is ſtill poſſible 
to approximate the Intereſts of the two Govern- 
ments, and their Wiſhes for a ſpeedy and ſolid 
Peace, and being willing to give, on his Part, 
a freſh Proof of his pacific Diſpoſitions, has 
diſpatched Orders for deferring for ſome Days 
longer the Attack which the French Army had 
been directed to make upon the whole Line. 

I ſhall give verbally either to your Excellency 
yourſelf, or to ſuch Perſon as you ſhall judge 
proper to appoint for that Purpoſe, ſatisfactory 
Explanations reſpecting the principal Objections 
contained in your Note of the 7th of this Month ; 
and I flatter myſelf that they will produce the 
Effect which your Excellency had in View by 
making known to me the Intentions of His Ma- 
jeſty. The high Importance of thoſe Communica- 
tions authorizes me to entreat that you would give 
them every Facility in your Power. I have the 
Honour to be, with the moſt Fas Con- 


ſideration, 
My Lord, 
Your Excellency's moſt obedient 
and moſt humble Servant, 
(Signed) OTTO. 


* ——— 
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(No. 28.) NOTE. 
| Bee Souſſigne a tranſmis a Son Gouvernement 
la Note de Son Excellence Milord Grenville, 

en Date du 7 Septembre. Le Contre-Projet qui 
y Etait joint, ayant été place ſous les Yeux du 
Premier 


in 


Premier Conſul, il a. reconnũ que cet Armiſtice, 
tel qu'il ẽtait propoſe, ne preſentait aucun Avan- 
tage pour la Republique Francaiſe, et des-lors ne 
pouvait pas la compenſer des Inconveniens graves 
| qu*entrainerait pour elle la Continuation de VAr- 
miſtice Continentale: D'où il reſulte que le 
Contre-Projet ne pourrait E@tre admis quꝰ autant 
qu'il ſerait ſimplement Queſtion de preluder a un 
Arrangement particulier entre la France et I Angle- 
terre par une Trẽve également particulière aux 
deux Etats; mais VEfet de la Trève Maritime 
propoſce devant Etre de ſervir a la Republique 
Frangaiſe de Compenſation pour la Trève Conti- 
nentale, la premiere doit lui offrir des Avantages 
Egaux aux cenie que la ſeconde lut 


apporte. 

Le Souſſigne eſt donc charge de faire deux 
Propoſitions entre leſquelles Sa Majeſte Britannique 
pourra choiſir celle qui lui paraitra s'accorder 
d'Avantage avec VInteret de ces Etats ou avec ſes 
Relations Continentales. 

La premiere eſt que le Projet d' Armiſtice ſoit 
redige et admis dans les Termes analogues à ceux 
qui ont été propoſes par le Miniſtère de Sa 
Majeſte Britannique, mais uniquement dans Ia 
Suppoſition que cet Armiſtice ſerait independant 
des Evenemens du Continent, et ſeulement relatif 
a une Nẽgociation particulière qui s'ouvrirait ſur- 
le. Champ entre les deux Puiſſances. 

La ſeconde eſt, que Sa Majeſté Britannique 


continue à faire Cauſe commune avec l'Empereur, 
E 3 mals 


L 54:3] 
mais qu'alors Elle conſente que la Trève Maritime 
offre à la République Frangaiſe des Avantages 
egaux à ceux que la Treve Continentale allure a a 
la Maiſon d' Autriche. 

Et à cet Egard, la Comparaiſon eſt facile à 
ctablir. 

Par l' Armiſtice an la Cour de Vienne 
acquiert le Moyen de reorganizer Ses Armdes, 
de convertir en Hommes, en Armes, en Muni- 
tions de toute Eſpece, les Subſides que PAngle-. 
terre lui paie; de fortifier, d'approviſionner, ſes 
Places de ſeconde et troifieme Ligne qui ſe trou- 
vaient en mauvais Etat, parceque la Marche 
rapide des Armees Frangaiſes n'avaient pas été 
previie. Ainſi Aſoppo, Palma Nova, Veniſe, 
Veronne, et Lintz, avaient ete negligees ; chaque 
Jours leurs Fortifications ſe relevent. Ulm, 
Ingolſtadt, quoque bloquees amtliorent leur dẽ- 
fenſive: et c'eſt P Armiſtice qui leur procure cet 
Avantage; car au Moment on ces Places ſe ſont 
trouvees inveſties, 'Ennemi ne penſait qu'a aſfieger 
les n6tres, et par conſequent les ſiennes n'ẽtaient 
pas prẽparẽes à une Attaque auſſi prochaine. 

Par I' Armiſtice Continental l'Impreſſion des Vic- 
toires des Armees Frangoiſes diminue, leur Effet 
s'affaiblit. Six Mois de Reposſuffiroient pour que le 
moral & le materiel des Armees Autrichiennis fe 
trouvaſſent retablis, pour que les Vaincus ne fuſſent 
plus frappes de 'Aſcendant des Vanqueurs, & pour 
que cette Chance de Superiorite, ſi bien acquiſe a la 
Republique, fut encore pour elle à reſſaiſir. 

70 Ce 
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Ce ſeroit également par Suite de I'Armiſtice 
Continental que le Royaume de Naples en Proie 3 
tous les Genres de Calamites, à tous les Germes 
d'Inſurrection, peut ſe rẽorganiſer & offrir de nou- 
velles Reſſources aux Ennemis de la France. 

C'eſt ala Faveur de l' Armiſtice, enfin, que des 
Levees d' Hommes ſe font en Toſcane, dans la 
Marche d' Ancone, que partout l' Autriche ſe prẽ- 
pare de nouveaux Moyens de.Detenſe, que partout 
ſa Poſition, qui peut · ètre ẽtoit deſeſperee, s ameliore, 
tandis que les Avantages de la Republique ou s'at- 
tenuent ou diſparaiſſent. 

Deéjà le Premier Conſul a fait a Amour de la 
Paix un aſſez grand Sacrifice de ces Avantages. 
S'il continuait a ne point en tirer Parti, ce ne ſerait 
plus Moderation mais faibleſſe; ce ne ſeroit plus 
le Moyen d'arriver à la Concluſion de la Paix, mais 
celui de perpẽtuer la Guerre. 

Peut- tre au Jugement des Hommes d Etat le 
Gdurernement Francais a-t-il deja trop differe a 
uſer. de la Chance qui lui était favorable; mais il 
ne l'a fait que ſur les Aſſurances poſitives qui lui 
 avoient ẽtẽ donnees d'une Paix prompte & ſe- 
paròe. | 
| Avjourd'hui que les deux 1 Allices inden | 
pour une Negociation commune & une Paix Gé- 
neérale le Gouvernement Frangais ſent trop bien 
qu'un Ouvrage auſſi complique n'eſt pas I' Affaire 
de quelques Jours, & il doit eviter de ſe mettre 
dans une Poſition qui ſerait diamẽtralement con- 
traire a I'Acceleration des Negociations, en don- 
E 4 nant 
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nant aux Puiſſances Ennemies, & principalement i 
Autriche, un Interct reel à prolonger les Diſcuſ- 
ſions pour acquerir chaque Jour les Moyens de ſe 
preſenter avec plus d'Avantage ſur le Champ de 
Bataille, & par conſequent avec pres de Pretenſions 
au Congres. | 

_ C'eſt pour Eviter en Partie un inconvenient aufſi 
mainifolte;' que la France tient à ce que PArmiſtice 
Maritime ſoit ſtipule de Fagon à etre PEquivalent 
de PArmiſtice Continental, & à mettre de fon 
Cote V Angleterre dans le Cas de defirer la Conclu- 
ſion de la Paix, 

Les Avantages que la Republique Francoiſe 
peut & doit ſe propoſer de l' Armiſtice Maritime font 
la libre Navigation de ſes Batimens, & les Facilites 
nẽceſſaires pour ſes Communications avec les Iles 


de France, & de la Reunion et avec ſes Colonies 


d'Amerique; & quand Elle en ſeroit Uſage 
pour envoyer quelque mille Hommes de plus en 
Egypte, les Places de PEmpereur n'acquièrent- 
elles point pareillement chaque Jour u une nouvelle 
Force ſur le Continent ? 

Quand à VApprovifionnement des Ports memes 
de la Republique, la France ne manque pas de 
Moyens intErieurs de Circulation, & cet Objet eſt 
pour Elle que d'un petit Interet. Quand le Gou- 
vernement Britannique propoſe que les Ports & les 
Places bloquees ne puiſſent recevoir que pour qua- 
torze Jours de Vivres, ſonge-t-il que la plupart de 
ces Etabliſſemens ſont encore loin de manquer de 
Vivres, & que d'ailleurs la Saiſon qui s'approche 

| en 
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en faiſant qu'un Blocus Maritime eſt preſque tou- 
jours illuſoire, rend twntd-fair inutile la Faveur pro- 
poſee ? 

Que fi enfin on confidtre combien la Grande 
Bretagne, fi Elle veut ſincèrement la Paix, a peu 
d'Interet a empecher- que la France conſerve & 
conſolide le petit Nombre d' Etabliſſemens d'outre 
Mer qui lui reſtent; combien par de nouvelles Ac- 
quiſitions de ce Genre l'Angleterre accroltroit en- 
core Plnquietude, la Jalouſie de l'Europe, & la 
Diſpoſition qu' Elle montre a ne pas regarder indiffe- 
remment l'Extenſion ſans Bornes de la Puiſſance 
& du Commerce Anglois, on ſera porte mEme en 
Convenant des Avantages que la Republique Fran- 
goiſe doit trouver dans une Trève Maritime, a ne 
pas croire que cette mEme Treve puiſſe Ctre fi ẽmi- 
nement dẽſavantageuſe 3 a l'Angleterre que ſon Gou- 
vernement paroit le ſuppoſer. 

En conſequence le Souſſignẽ eſt charge de e rẽ- 
ferer a la double eee que la preſente Note 
renferme. 

S'il s'agit d'une Negociation, & d'une Paix * 
pare, VArmiſtice peutẽtre admis, tel qu'il eſt pro- 
poſe par le Miniſtere de Sa Majeſté Britannique. 
 _S'il s'agit d'une Negociation commune, & d'une 
Paix General, I'Armiſtice doit ètre ſtipule tel qu'il 
eſt propoſe au Nom du Gouvernement Frangois, 
& qu'il ſera de nouveau detaille par le Soulligne. 

_ (Signe) | OTTO. 


Hereford Street, 29 Fruc. An 8. 


(16 Sept. 1800.) 
e a (TRANS- 
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(TRANSLATION.) 
NOTE. 
Tu. Underſigned has tranſmitted to his Go- 
vernment the Note of his Excellency Lord 
Grenville, dated the 7th of September. The 
Counter- Projet which accompanied it having been 
laid before the Firſt Conſul, he has obſerved that 
the Armiſtice, ſuch as it was propoſed, did not 
offer any Advantage to the French Republic, and 
eonſequently could not compenſate to it for the 
ſerious Inconveniences which would reſult to it 
from the Continuance of the Continental Armiſtice: 
Hence it follows, that the Counter-Projet could 
be admitted inaſmuch only as the Queſtion might 
ſimply be to ſettle the Preliminaries of a particular 
Arrangement between France and England by a 
Truce alike particular to the two States; but the 
Effect of the propoſed Maritime Truce being in- 
tended to ſerve as a Compenſation to the French 
Republic for the Continental Truce, the former 
ought to afford to it Advantages equal to the 
Inconveniences which it experiences from the 
latter. 
The Underſigned is W directed to make 
two Propoſals, of which His Britannic Majeſty 
may chooſe that which may appear to Him moſt - 
conſonant to the Intereſt of His Dominions or to 
His Continental Relations. 35 
The firſt is, that the Projet for an Armiſtice — 


drawn up and admitted in Terms analagous to 
thoſe 


= 
thoſe which 1 been propoſed by the Miniſtry of 
His Britannic Majeſty, but ſolely under the Sup- 
poſition that this Armiſtice ſnould be independent 
of the Events of the Continent, and relative only 


to a ſeparate Negotiation to be immediately opened 
between the two Powers. T7 


The A. * that His Britannic Majeſty 
ſhould continue to make Common Cauſe with 
the Emperor, but that, in that Caſe, he ſhould 
conſent that the Maritime Truce may offer to the 
French Republic Advantages equal to. | thoſe 
ſecured to the Houſe of Auſtria by the Continental 
ITruce, 

And with this. View the Compariſon. may be 
eaſily ſettled. 

By the Continental e the Court of 
Vienna acquires the Means of re-organiſing its 
Armies, of converting into Men, Arms, Ammu- 
nition of every Kind, the Subſidies paid to it by 
England; of fortifying and victualling its places 
of the ſecond and third Line, which were in a bad 
State, in conſequence of the rapid March of the 
French Armies having not been foreſeen. Thus 
Aſoppo, Palmanova, Venice, Verona, and Lintz, 
had been neglected; every Day their Fortifications 
are repairing. Ulm, Ingolſtadt, although block- 
aded, are improving their Means of Defence; and 
it is the Armiſtice which procures to them this Ad- 
vantage; for at the Moment when thoſe Places 
were inveſted, the Eneu thought only of beſieg- 

ing 
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ing ours, and conſequently their own were not 
prepared for ſo early an Attack. | 

By the Continental Armiſtice, the Impreſſion 
made by the Victories of the French Armies dimi- 
niſh, their Effects are weakened. Six Months of 
Repoſe would ſuffice to reſtore the moral and phy- 
ſical Strength of the Auſtrian Armies; to allow 
the conquered to recover from the Impreſſion of 
Aſcendancy acquired by the Conquerors, and to 
make it neceſſary once more to regain that contin- 
gent Superiority ſo well earned by the Republic. 
It would allo follow as a Conſequence of the 
Continental Armiſtice, that the Kingdom of Na- 
ples, now a Prey to every kind of Calamity, and 
containing all the Seeds of Inſurrection, might be 
re-organized, and furniſh freſh Reſources to the 
Enemies of France. It is by means of the Ar- 
miſtice, in a Word, that Men are raifing in Tuſ- 
cany and in the Marſhes of Ancona; that Auſtria 
is everywhere preparing new Means of Defence; 
that everywhere ſhe is ameliorating her Poſition, 
which perhaps was deſperate, whilſt the Advantages 
of the Republic are diminiſhing or diſappearing. 

The Firſt Conſul has already made to the Love 
of Peace a ſufficiently great Sacrifice of thoſe Ad- 
vantages : if he ſhould continue to derive no Bene- 
fit from them, it would no longer be Moderation, 
but Weakneſs ; it would no longer be the Means of 
arriving at the Concluſion of Peace, but that of 
perpetuating the War. Perhaps in the Judgment 
of Stateſmen the French Government may have 
> 1 
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already too long delayed to avail itſelf of the Con- 
tingency which was favourable to it, but it has 
only done ſo upon the poſitive Aſſurances which 
had been given to it of a ſpeedy and ſeparate 


Peace. 
At this Moment, when the two allied Courts 


inſiſt upon a joint Negotiation and a General 
Peace, the French Government is too well aware 
that ſo complicated a Work is not to be accom- 
pliſhed in a few Days, and it ought to avoid putting 
itſelf in a Poſition which would be diametrically 
oppoſite to the Acceleration of the Negotiations, 
by giving to the inimical Powers, and principally 
to Auſtria, a real Intereſt to prolong the Diſcuſ- 
ſions, in order daily to acquire the Means of ap- 
pearing with greater Advantage in the Field of 
Battle, and conſequently with greater Pretenſions 
at the Congreſs. 

It is with a View of avoiding, in Part, ſo mani- 
feſt an Inconvenience, that France requires that the 
Maritime Armiſtice ſhould be ſtipulated in ſuch a 
Manner as to be equivalent to the Continental Ar- 
miſtice, and as to place England on its Side, in the 
Situation of being defirous of the Concluſion of 
Peace. The Advantages which the Republic can 
and ought to expect from the Naval Armiſtice, are 
the free Navigation of her Ships, and the Facilities 
neceſſary for her Communications with the Iſlands 
of France and Reunion, and with her American 
Colonies ; and although ſhe ſhould make uſe of it 


to ſend a few thouſand Men more to Egypt, do 
A | not 


Ca] 


not the Places belonging to the Emperor daily ac- 
quire in like Manner freſh Strength upon the Con- 


tinent ? 
With reſpe& to the victualling the Harbours of the 


French Republic itſelf, internal Means of Circulation 
are not wanting; and this Object is but of ſmall Im- 
portance to it, When the Britiſh Government pro- 
poles that the Harbours and Places blockaded 
| ſhould only receive Proviſions for fourteen Days, 
is it aware that the greater Part of thoſe Eſtabliſh- 
ments are ſtill far from wanting Proviſions ? and 
beſides that, the Seaſon is drawing near which, 
by rendering a Naval Blockade almoſt always il- 
luſory, makes the propoſed Favour quite uſeleſs. 
That if, beſides, it be conſidered how little it is 
the Intereſt of Great Britain, if it be ſincerely de- 
ſirous of Peace, to prevent France from preſerving 
and conſolidating the ſmall Number which remain 
to her of foreign Settlements, and how much Eng- 
land, by making new Acquiſitions of this Nature, 
would augment {till farther the Uneaſineſs and 
Jealouſy of Europe; and the Diſpoſition which it 
evinces not to ſee with Indifference the unlimited 
Extenſion of the Power and Commerce of England, 
it will be acknowledged, at the ſame Time, that 
the Advantages to be derived to the French Re- 
public from a Maritime Truce are admitted; that this 
Truce would not be ſo eminently diſadvantageous to 
England as her Government appears to imagine. 
The Underſigned is, in conſequence, directed 
to refer to the double Propoſition contained in the 


preſent Note. 
If 
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If a ſeparate Negotiation and Peace be the ob- 
ject, the Armiſtice may be agreed to in the Form 
in which it is propoſed by the Miniſtry of his Bri- 
tannic Majeſty. 

If a joint Negotiation and a General Peace be 
the Object, the Armiſtice muſt be ſtipulated in the 
Manner in which it is propoſed in the Name of tlie 
French Government, and as it will be ſubſequent- 
ly detailed by the Underſigned. 


(Signed) OTTO. 
Hereford Street, 29 Fruc. An 8. 
(Sept. 16, 1800.) 


(No. 29.) 
Lord Grenville to M. Otto. 


Sir, Downing Street, Sept. 20, 1800. 
ENCLOSE to you the Anſwer to the laſt Note 
which I have had the Honor to receive from 

„ 
r You will there oblerve that His Majeſty is very 
far from thinking it proper for him to accede to 
the Principle which is again urged in that Note as 
the Foundation of a Naval Armiſtice. 

While this fundamental Difference ſubſiſts, there 


can be little Reaſon to hope that any Advantage 
could 
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could ariſe from diſcuſſing the Details of ſuch a 
Meaſure. | 

The Counter-Projet which I had the Hanes to 
tranſmit to you, is conſidered here as going to the 
full Extent of Conceſſion which can with any Co- 
lour of Reaſon be aſked by France, or which could 
be admitted by this Country, even in that View 
in which alone there can be any Queſtion of 
Naval Armiſtice. | 

If you areauthorized to make any ſuchnewPropo- 
ſals as ſhall be really conſiſtent with thoſe Principles 
which form the only admiſſible Bafis for ſuch a 
Tranſaction, I am confident you will not be un- 
willing, in a Matter of ſo much Importance, to tranſ- 
mit them to me in Writing. 

Should they then appear to His Majeſty's Go- 
vernment to afford any ſufficient Grounds for fur- 
ther Diſcuſſion of this Point, I ſhall very readily 
receive the King's Commands for authorizing a 
proper Perſon to converſe with you on the Subject 
of thoſe Communications. 


1 have the Honor to be, &c. 
GRENVILLE. 


(No. 30.) 


1 


(No. 30.) 
NOTE. 


HE Note encloſed in M. Otto's Letter of the 
16th Inſtant has been laid before the King. 

His Majeſty has not ſeen in that Paper any freſh 
Suggeſtions on the Subject of a Naval Armiſtice 
which can at all vary the Anſwer tranſmitted to 
M. Otto on the 7th Inſtant. | 

Neither His Majeſty's known Engagements to 
His Allies, nor His Deſire, ſo recently expreſſed, 
to contribute to the Reſtoration of general Tran- 
quillity in Europe, will admit of His ſeparating His 
Intereſts from thoſe of the Powers with whom He 
is connected in the Proſecution of the War; much 
leſs could He entertain the Idea of conſenting, for 
ſuch a Purpoſe, to any Naval Armiſtice; a Meaſure 
which He has already declared to be totally inap- 
plicable to a ſeparate Diſcuſſion of the Intereſts of 
Great Britain and France. 

This Propoſal being therefore one which the 
French Government muſt have known that His 
Majeſty could not accept, the ſuppoſed Alternative 
profeſſed to be offered to His Majeſty's Choice, 
amounts to nothing more than to the ſimple Re- 
newal of a Demand already rejected. No freſh 
Inducement is ſtated which ſhould now diſpoſe His 
Majeſty to conſent to thoſe Conditions of Armiſtice 
for joint Negotiation which He had before conſi- 


dered as wholly inadmiſſible. 
| F From 
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From Information received ſince the laſt Com- 
munications on this Subject took place, His Ma- 
jeſty has obſerved with equal Surpriſe and Concern 
that the Orders for giving Notice of the Termi- 
nation of the Continental Armiſtice muſt actually 
have been diſpatched from Paris at the very Time 
when the Continuance of that Armiſtice was pro- 
poſed to His Majeſty as the Condition and Induce- 
ment for a Maritime Truce. And if in Addition 
to this Circumſtance His Majeſty were to collect 
the preſent Diſpoſitions of His Enemies from the 
Terms reſpecting His Conduct and Views with 
which their recent Communications with His Al- 
lies are filled, the Concluſion muſt be extremely 


unfavourable to the Exiſtence ol any Diſpoſition 
to Conciliation. 


His Majeſty is however ſtill willing to wave all 
Reference to theſe Conſiderations, and to regulate 
His Conduct by the Motives which He has already 
explained. He ſtill looks, therefore, to a Naval 
Armiſtice on ſuitable Conditions, as to a Sacrifice 
which He may be induced to make in order to pre- 
vent the Renewal of Hoſtilities on the Continent, 
and thereby to facilitate thoſe joint Negotiations | 
for General Peace which might perhaps be accele- 
rated by ſuch an Arrangement, although they are 
by no Means neceſſarily dependent on it. 

But when it is required that the Extent of the 
Sacrifice which His Majeſty is to make ſhould be 
regulated neither by any fair Standard of Equality, 
nor by the ordinary Rules which govern ſuch 


Tranſ- 
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TranſaQons; ; when, without any Reference to the 
Intereſts of His own People, He is called upon to 
proportion His Conceſſions to the exaggerated Eſti- 
mates which His Enemies have formed of the Bene- 
fits derived to His Allies from the Continental Ar- 
miſtice; and when, on ſuch Grounds as theſe, Con- 
ditions are infiſted on which even theſe could not 
warrant, it becomes neceſſary to ſtate diſtinaly 
that His Majeſty 'neither recognizes this Principle, 
nor, if He did, could He agree in this Application 
of it. x 

His Majeſty is not, Indeed; called upon to ap- 
preciate the relative Advantages which the Pro- 
longation of the Continental Armiſtice might really 
afford to each of the Belligerent Powers. But 
even of thoſe Circumſtances which are enumerated 
by the French Government as excluſively advan- 
tageous to Auſtria, many are evidently beneficial 
to both Parties, and are ſo nearly to an equal 
| Extent. 

If during the Interval of Repoſe which has al- 
ready elapſed, the Auſtrian Armies have been re- 
eſtabliſhed, recruited, and reinforced, France has not 
been inattentive to the ſame Meaſures. If the Sub- 
ſidies which His Majeſty has furniſhed are applied by 
His Ally to the Formationor Tranſportof Magazines, 
France has appropriated to ſimilar Purpoſes the 
rigorous Contributions exacted from thoſe Coun- 
tries which the Exiſtence of an Armiſtice has not 
exempted from that Calamity. The Places in the 
Rear of the Auſtrian Army may have been repaired; 

= but 
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but the Poſition of the French Armies has alſo 
been ſtrengthened, and even the blockaded Towns 
may perhaps ſuffer more from the increaſed Length 
of the Blockade, than they can profit by any in- 
ternal Meaſures for improving their Defences. 

Into other Points of Compariſon His Majeſty 
forbears to enter. No Part of the varied Succeſſes 
of the Continental War appear to him to entitle 
His Enemies to preſume on any Aſcendant over the 
Spirit of the Auſtrian Armies. 

But were the Aſſertions of the French Govern- 
ment in theſe Reſpects better grounded than His 
Majeſty conceives them to be, the Principle itſelf 
would ſtill be inadmiſſible. It is impoſlible that 
His Majeſty can admit that Compenſation is to be 
demanded from Him for the Extent of thoſe Advan- 
tages, whatever they might really be, which His 
Ally might derive from the Continuance of the 
Armiſtice; yet even ſuch Compenſation is in a 
great Degree offered by His Majeſty. In conſent- 
ing to a Naval Armiſtice on ſuch Terms as have 
already been acceded to on His Majeſty's Part, He 
has made conſiderable Sacrifices, and placed within 
the Reach of His Enemies great and obvious Ad- 
vantages which their Repreſentation in vain endea- 
yours to depreciate ; He has thereby given to all 
Europe a ſtrong Pledge of His Concern for the 
general Welfare, and to His Enemies a decided 
Proof of pacific Diſpoſition. 

But to yield to the preſent Demand would be 


to ſacrifice thoſe Means of preſent Defence, and 
8 thoſe 


11 
thoſe Pledges of future Security which have been 


acquired by ſuch great and memorable Efforts, 
and which He can never be expected to forego till 
the Reſult of thoſe Negotiations, in which He has 
declared his Readineſs to concur, ſhall have crown- 
ed his Endeavours for the Happineſs of His People 
by the Reſtoration of ſafe and honourable Peace. 


(Signed) GRENVILLE. 
Downing Street, Sept. 20, 1800, 


(No. 31.) 

Londres, le 4 Jour Compl. An 8. 

| (21 Sept. 1800.) 

Milord, 
J recu Hier i 10 Heures du Soir la Lettre et la 
Note que Votre Excellence m'a fait l' Honneur 
m'adreſſer, et j'y ai vu avec le plus vif Regret que 
Sa Majeſte et Son Miniſtere ne ſont pas encore dif- 
poſes à acceder aux Principes de Conciliation ren- 
fermEs dans la Note que J'ai eu I'Honneur de Vous 
remettre le 16 de ce Mois. 
Ce n'eſt pas ſeulement pour diſcuter ces Principes, 
mais pour propoſer à Votre Excellence de nouveaux 
Moyens de Raprochement que j'ai cru devoir lui 
demander une Entrevue par ma Lettre du 16; et 
Javais tout Lieu deſperer que les Explications dans 
leſquelles je ſervis entre auraĩent pu efficacement 
1 lever 
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lever les Difficultes qui s'oppoſent encore à la Con- 
cluſion d'un Armiſtice General. 

Vous deſires, Milord, que je vous donne ces Ex- 
plications par crit. Elles portent ſur deux Points, 
qui dans Votre premiere Note ſont repreſentes 
comme les plus importans: Le Mouvement des 
Eſcadres de la Republique pendant PArmiſtice et 
le Sort des Allies de la Grande Bretagne. 

Je ſuis autoriſe à conſentir que les Vaiſſeaux de 
Ligne Francais ne ſortent point des Ports vi ils 
ſe trouvent actuellement, et fi Sa Majeſte inſiſte a 
faire comprendre ſes Allies dans I Armiſtice propo- 
ſe, je pourrai encore conſentir à les faire jouir des 
memes Avantages que ceux de la Republique. 

Les Intentions du Premier Conſul ſe trouvent de 
nouveau Detaillees dans le Projet que j'ai 'Honneur 
de Vous addreſſer ci-joint, et pour ne pas differer 
une Communication de cette Importance, je remets 

2 un autre Moment la Reponſe que Je dois à la Note 
de Votre Excellence. 

Pobſerverai ſeulement que quand n Ar- 
miſtice Autrichien eut ẽtè rompu dans cet Inter- 
valle, il ſeroit facile le faire reprendre aux Arm&es 
reſpettives leurs anciennes Poſitions dans le Cas 
od Sa Majeſte accederoit aux dernieres Propoſitions 
qui lui ſont faites. 


Jai PHonneur d'etre, &c. 


(Signe) OTTO. 


(TRANs- 
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(TRANSLATION.) 


London, the 4th Complimentary Day, 
Year 8. COW 21, 1800.) 
My Lord, 


] RECEIVED. Yeſterday at Ten o'Clock at 
Night, the Letter and the Note which your 
Excellency did me the Honor to addreſs to me; 
and I have learnt from them with the deepeſt Re- 
gret, that His Majeſty and His Miniſtry are not 
yet diſpoſed to accede to the Principles of Concilia- 
tion contained in the Note which I had the Honor 
to tranſmit to you' on the 16th of this Month. 

It was not merely with a View to diſcuſs thoſe 
Principles, but in order to propoſe to your Excel- 
lency freſh Means of Reconciliation, that I felt it 
my Duty to requeſt, in my Letter of the 16th, to 
have an Interview with you ; and I had every Rea- 
ſon to hope that the Explanations into which I 
ſhould have entered would effeQtually have ob- 
viated the Difficulties which are ſtill oppoſed to 
the Concluſion of the General Armiſtice. 

You deſire, my Lord, that I ſhould give you 
thoſe Explanations in Writing. They relate to 
two Points, which in your firſt Note are repre- 
ſented as being the moſt important : The Power 
of altering the Poſitions of the Squadrons of the 
Republic during the Armiſtice, and the Fate of 
the Allies of Great Britain. 

I am authorized to conſent that the French Ships 
of the Line ſhall not go out of the Harbours where 

F 4 they 
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they are at preſent; and if His Majeſty inſiſts upon 

his Allies being included in the propoſed Armiſtice, 
I am authorized alſo to conſent that they ſhould 
enjoy the ſame Advantages as thoſe of the Re- 


public. 

The Intentions of the Firſt Conſul are anew 
detailed in the Projet which I have herewith the 
Honor to encloſe; and in order not to delay a 
Communication of ſuch Importance, I defer until 
another Opportunity my Anſwer to your Excel- 


lency's Note. 
I ſhall only obſerve, that even if the Auſtrian 


Armiſtice ſhould have been broken in this Interval, 
it would be eaſy to make the reſpective Armies 
reſume their former Poſitions in the Event of His 
Majeſty's acceding to the laſt Propoſals which have 
been made to Him. I have the Honor to be, with 
the moſt reſpectful Conſideration, &c.. 


(Signed) OTTO, 


(No. 32.) 
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(No. 32.) 
|  PROJET. 
A TTENDU qu'il eſt convenu que des Negocia- 
tions pour une Paix General ſeront immedi- 
atement entamees entre la Republique Frangaiſe & 
ſes Allies d'une Part, & Sa Majeſte Imperiale, Sa 
Majeſte Britannique, & leurs Allies, de Pautre, & 
que I'Armiſtice qui a deja ẽtẽ conclu entre les Ar- 
mees de la Republique Frangaiſe & celles de Sa 
MajeſtE Imperiale peut-Ctre prorogẽ ſi un Armiſtice 
Equivalent eſt conclu entre les Forces de la Re- 
publique Francaiſe & celles de Sa MajeſtE Britan- 
nique, les deux Gouvernemens ont arrete de con- 
clure le dit Armiſtice aux Conditions ſuivantes : 
Article I, 

Toutes Hoſtilites par Terre & par Mer entre les 
deux Parties ſeront ſuſpendues & ne ſeront renou- 
vellees qu'apres une Notification prealable d'un 
Mois avant la Fin de Armiſtice. Dans toutes les 
Parties du Monde PArmiſtice ne pourra Etre rom- 
pu que par POrdre mEme des Gouvernemens Con- 
tractants, & les Hoſtilites ne pourront recommen- 
cer qu'un Mois apres la Notification qui aura EtE 
faite par le General od Officier commandant de 
Fune des deux Nations à celui de l'autre Nation. 


Article II. 


Il ſera immẽdiatement envoyẽ par les deux Gou- 


vernemens des Ordres aux Officiers Commandants 
dans 
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dans les differentes Parties du Monde pour qu'ils ſe 
conforment à cette Convention. On donnera des 
Pafſeports aux Aviſos qui porteront ces Ordres, et 
les Officiers de Sa Majeſte Britannique qui traver- 
ſeront la France pour cet Objet recevront les ſaufs 
Conduits et les Facilites neceflaires poor accelerer 
leur Voyage. 


Article HII. 

Toutes les Priſes faites dans aucunes des Parties 
du Monde pendant la Duree de P Armiſtice, par au- 
cun Officier ayant actuellement regu la Notification 
de cette Convention ſeront reſtituees. Et en ge- 
neéral (que cette Notification ait ẽté faite ou non) 
toutes les Priſes faites dans la Manche ou dans les 
Mers du Nord après douze Jours à compter de 
'Echange des Ratifications de cette Convention ſe- 
ront rendues, et à cet Egard les Termes ſeront 

fix Es pour les autres Parties du Monde conforme- 
ment aux Stipulations du 22 Article des Prelimi- 
naires de la derniere Paix; d'où il reſulte qu'A 
compter du Jour du dit Echange tous Batimens de 
Commerce de l' une ou de l'autre Nation pourront 


ſe mettre en Mer et naviguer librement comme 
avant la Guerre. 


Article IV. 


Malthe et PEgypte ſeront aſſimilées aux Places 
d' Allemagne qui quoique bloquees par PArmee 
Francaiſe ont été appellees à jouir du Benefice de 
PArmiſtice Continental. Il ſera fourni a Malthe 

pour 
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pour quinze Jours de Vivres à la Fois et à Raiſon, 
de dix milles Rations par Jour. Pour I'Egypte, 
Six Fregates Francaiſes pourront partir du Port de 
Toulon, debarquer à Alexandrie, et en revenir 
fans qu'elles puiſſent Etre viſitẽes et ſans qu aucun 
Empechement puiſſe @tre mis a leur traverſee ſoit 
par les Vaiſſeaux Anglais ſoit par ceux des Allies de 
la Grande Bretagne. Un Officier Parlementaire 
Anglais 8'embarquera à cet Effet ſur une des Fre- 
gates et traverſera la France pour ſe rendre à Toulon. 


Article V. 


Le Blocus de Breſt, de Toulon, et de tout autre 
Port Frangais ſera leve, et tous les Capitaines Bri- 
tanniques recevront l'Inſtruction de ne pas inter- 
rompre le Commerce de tout Batiment entrant ou 
ſortant. Cependant aucun Vaiſſeau de Ligne a 
deux et trois Rangs de Batterie actuellement mou- 
ille dans les ſuſdits Ports ne pourra en ſortir avant 
le Renouvellement des Hoſtilites pour prendre une 
autre Station: Mais les Frégates, Corvettes, et 
autres petits Batiments de Guerre pourront libre- 
ment fortir et naviguer, et lorſqu'ils ſe rencontre- 
ront en Mer avec les Vaiſſeaux de Sa Majeſtẽ Bri. 
tannique, ils conſerveront les Uſages etablis avant 
la Guerre. 


Article VI. 


Les Troupes de Terre à la Solde de Sa Majeſtẽ 
Britannique ne pourront debarquer dans aucun 
5 Port 


Il 


Port 'd'Italic pendant la Durce du preſent Ar- 
miſtice. 
Article VII. 


Les Allies de la France ſavoir, I'Eſpagne, la Re. 


publique Batave, et Genes participeront au Bene- 
fice du preſent Armiſtice. (Si Sa Majeſte Britan- 
nique inſiſte à faire comprendre ſes Allies dans l' Ar. 
miſtice, ils jouiront des memes Avantages que ceux 


de la France.) 
Article VIII. 


La preſente Convention ſera ratifice, et les Ra- 


tifications ſeront ẽchangẽes dans le Terme de dix 
jours ou plutòt vil eſt poſlible, 


(TRANSLATION. ) 


PROJET. 


IN Conſideration of its having been agreed that 

Negotiations for a General Peace ſhall be imme. 
diately opened between the French Republic and 
its Allies on one Side, and His Imperial Majeſty, 
His Britannic Majeſty, and their Allies, on the 
other Side; and that the Armiſtice which has al- 


ready been concluded between the Armies of the 


French Republic and thoſe of His Imperial Ma- 
jeſty 7 be prolonged, if an equivalent Armiſtice 


ſhould 
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ſhould be concluded between the Forces of the 
French Republic and thoſe of His Britannic Ma- 
jeſty, the two Governments have agreed to con- 
clude the ſaid Armiſtice upon the ln Con- 
ditions: 


Article I. 


All Hoſtilities both by Sea and Land between 
the two Nations ſhall be ſuſpended, and ſhall not 
be renewed until after a Month's Notification prior 
to the End of the Armiſtice. In all Parts of the 
World the Armiſtice ſhall not be broken without 
the expreſs Order of the contracting Governments; 
and Hoſtilities ſhall not be renewed until a Month 
after the Notification which may have been given 
by the General or Commanding Officer of one of 
the two Nations to that of the other Nation. 


Article II. 


Orders ſhall be immediately tranſmitted by the 
two Governments to the Commanding Officers in 
the ſeveral Parts of the World, directing them to 
act in Conformity with this Convention. Paſſ-. 
ports ſhall be given to the Perſons who ſhall carry 
out theſe Orders; and the Officers of His Britan- 
nic Majeſty who ſhall travel through France for 
this Purpoſe ſhall receive Safe Conducts and the 
neceſſary Facilities for accelerating their Jour: 
ney. 


Article III. 


1 
Article III. 


All Prizes made in any Part of the World dur- 
ing the Continuance of the Armiſtice, by any Of- 
ficer having actually received the Notification of 
this Convention, ſhall be reſtored. And gene- 
rally (whether this Notification ſhall have been 
made or not) all Prizes made in the Channel, or 
in the North Seas, after twelve Days, to be com- 
puted from the Exchange of the Ratifications of 
this Convention, ſhall be reſtored ; and, in regard 
to this Object, the Terms ſhall be fixed for the 
other Parts of the Word conformably to the Stipu- 
lations of the 22d Article of the Preliminaries of 
the laſt Peace; whence it reſults, that, computing 
from the Day of the ſaid Exchange, all trading Veſſels 
of either Nation ſhall have the Power of putting 


out to Sea, and of navigating freely as before the 
War. | 


Article IV. 


Malta and Egypt ſhall be aſſimilated to the Places 
in Germany, which, although blockaded by the 
French Army, have been permitted to enjoy the 

Benefit of the Continental Armiſtice, Malta ſhall 
be furniſhed with Proviſions for fifteen Days at a 
Time, at the Rate of ten thouſand Rations per 
Diem. With regard to Egypt, fix French Frigates 
ſhall have the Liberty of failing from Toulon, of 
unlading at Alexandria, and of returning without 
being ſearched, and without ſuffering any Oppo- 

ſition 
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ſition during their Paſſage, either from Engliſh 
Ships or from thoſe of the Allies of Great Britain. 
An Engliſh Officer of Rank ſhall for this Purpoſe 
embark on board one of the Frigates, and ſhall 
travel through France on his Way to Toulon. 


1 V. 


The Blockade of Breſt, of Toulon, and of 
every other French Port ſhall be raiſed; and all 
Britiſh Captains ſhall receive Inſtructions not 
to interrupt the Trade of any Veſſel either en- 
tering therein or going out thereof. No Ship of 
the Line, however, of two or three Decks, ac- 
tually at Anchor in the ſaid Ports, ſhall be at Li. 
berty to go out before the Renewal of Hoſtilities, 
for the Purpoſe of changing its Station; but Fri- 
gates, Sloops, and other ſmall Ships of War, may 
freely go out and navigate, and in the Event of their 
meeting at Sea with Ships belonging to His Bri- 
tannic Majeſty, they ſhall obſerve the Cuſtoms eſta- 
bliſhed before the War. | 


Article VI. 

The Land Forces in the Pay of His Britannic 
Majeſty ſhall not have the Power of diſem- 
barking in any Port of Italy during the Continuance 
of the FI Armiſtice. 


Article VII. 


The Allies of France, namely, Spain, the Ba- 


tavian Republic, and Genoa, ſhall participate in the 
Benefit 
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Beneſit of the preſent Armiſtice. (If His Britannic 
Majeſty inſiſt upon including His Allies in the Ar- 
miſtice, they ſhall enjoy the ſame Advantages with 
thoſe of France.) 1 | 


Article VII. 


The preſent Convention ſhall be ratified, and 
the Ratifications ſhall be exchanged in the Space 
of ten Days or ſooner if it ſhould be poſ- 


ſible. 


Hereford Street, 23 Sept. 1800 
(2 Vendemiaire, An 9.) 
Milord, | Sf 
J* PHonneur d'adreſſer a Votre Excellence la 
Reponſe à la Note qu'elle a bien voulu me 
tranſmettre le 20 de ce Mois. Je vous prie 
d' agreer en meme Tems PHommage des Sentiments 
reſpectueux avec leſquels Jai I'Honneur d'*tre, 
Milord, 


De Votre Excellence, 
Le très-humble et très obeiſſant Serviteur, 


(Signe) OTTO. 


 (TRANS- 


5 . 


(rRANSLATION.) 


— 


„ Hereford Street, Sept. 23, 1800. 
MA Lord, | (2 Vendemiaire, 9.) 
I HAVE the Honor to addreſs to your Excellency 
the Anſwer to the Note which you had the Good- 
neſs to tranſmit to me on the 2oth of this Month. 
I beg that you would at the ſame Time accept 
the Homage of thoſe Sentiments of Reſpect with 
which I have the Honor to be, &c. 
(Signed) OTTO. 


(No. 34.) 
NOTE. 


DANS tout le Cours de la Negociation dont le 
Souſſignẽ a ẽtẽ charge, il a eu Lieu de regret- 
ter que le Defaut de Communications plus dire&es 
avec le Miniſtère de Sa Majeſte Pait mis dans I'Im- 
poſſibilite de donner à ſes Ouvertures Officielles 
les Developemens nëceſſaires. Le REſultat de ſes 
dernierès Communications, auxquelles repond la 
Note qu'il a eu PHonneur de recevoir le 20 de ce 
Mois, rend cet Inconvenient bien plus ſenſible en- 
core. | 
La premiere Partie de cette Note paraiſſant met- 


tre en Doute la Sincerite des Diſpoſitions du Gou- 
| G vernement 


vernement Francais d' entamer des Negociations 
pour une Paix Generale, le Souſſignẽ doit entrer 
a ce Sujet dans quelques Details, qui juſtifieront 
pleinement la Conduite du Premier Conſul. 
L'Alternative propoſce d'une Paix ſeparte dans 
le Cas on Sa Majeſte n'agreerait pas les Conditions 
d'un Armiſtice General, loin de devoiler un Defaut 
de Sincerite, fournit au contraire la Preuve la plus 
forte des Diſpoſitions conciliantes du Premier Con- 
ſul ; elle eſt une Conſequence neceffaire de la De- 
claration faite par le Souſſignẽ le 4 de ce Mois. En 
Effet, il a eu VHonneur de prevenir le Miniſtere 
Britannique, Que fi cet Armiſtice n'eſt pas con- 
«* clu avant le 11 Septembre, les Hoſtilitẽs auront 
& £4 recommenceces avec l Autriche, et que dans ce 
«© Cas le Premier Conſul ne pourra plus conſentir 2 
« PEgard de cette Puiſſance, qu'a une Paix ſeparee 
ce et complette.” Cet Armiſtice n'a pas ẽtẽ conclu 
a Epoque indiquee ; il ẽtoit donc naturel de s'at- 
tendre eventuellement à une Paix ſeparte avec 
VAuiriche, et dans le meme Hypothele 3 a une Paix 
egalement ſeparet avec la Grande Bretagne, ? a moins 
qu'on ne penſe que les Calamites qui accablent 
depuis huit Annees _ grande Pattie de I'Europe 
doivent ſe perpetuer, et n'avoir d'autre Terme que 
la Deſtruction totale bay FRE tes: nee Bell. 
gerentes. | ! 
Ce neſt done pas le öden eit Francais wk 
_ propoſe à Sa Majeſtẽ de ſeparer ſes Interets de ceux 
de ſes Allies, mais ayant vainement tenté de les 
reunir dans un Centre commun, et les trouvant 
ſepares de fait par le Refus de F Angleterre de de- 
poſer 
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poſer ſur P Autel de la Paix quelques Avantages par- 
ticuliers, dont la France avait déjà fait le Sacrifice, 
le Premier Conſul a donnè une nouvelle Preuve de 
ſes Diſpoſitions en indiquant un autre Moyen de 
Conciliation * le Cours des Evenemens en 
tot on tard. | 
3 a PAvis« que le Soulligns a donne 
le 4 de ce Mois, on a notifie en Effet la Ceſſation de 
Armiſtice Continental à PEpoque qui avait ẽtẽ 
fixee; mais le Contre-Projet du Miniſtere Britanni- 
que, expẽdiẽ par le Souſligne le 8 de ce Mois, ẽtant 
arrive à Paris le 10, et Sa Majeſte Imperiale ayant 
paru convaincue que Son Allie ne ſe refuſerait point 
à un Armiſtice admiſſible, le Premier Conſul s'eſt 
decide de nouveau A faire retarder de huit Jours la 
Repriſe des Hoſtilites. | Les Ordres ont ẽtẽ expẽ- 
dics ſur le Champ aux Arme&es d Allemagne et 
d'Italie, et dans le Cas où ces Ordres fuſſent arrivẽs 
trop tard dans cette dernière Contree, et qu'à la 
Suite de quelque Operation Militaire, les Generaux 
Frangais euſſent eu quelques Succes, il leur était 
ordonnẽ de reprendre la Poſition qu'ils occupaient 
le Jour meme du Renouvellement des Hoſtilites. 
Le ſimple expoſe de ces Faits ſufira ſans Doute 
pour demontrer que le Gouvernement Francais n'a 
Jamals pu avoir VIntention de maſquer par des Nẽ- 
gociations ſimulẽes une nouvelle Attaque contre 
 PAutriche, et qu' au contraire il a. apporte dans 
toute cette Negociation la Franchiſe, la Loyautẽ, qui 
ſeules peuvent aſſurer le Rẽtabliſſement de la Tran- 
quillitè genérale que 8a * et ſon my 


ont tant à-Cœur. $A: 
G 2 En 
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En vain chercheroit on les Preuves d'une Inten- 
tion contraire dans quelques Expreſſions refermees 
dans les Communications Officielles du Gouverne- 
ment Frangais avec les Allies de Sa Majeſte. S'il 
Sagiſſait ſurtout d'une des dernieres Lettres Ecrites 
a Monſieur le Baron de Thugut, que le Souſligne 
aurait pu communiquer lui- meme gil en eut trouvs 
l' Occaſion, cette Lettre prouverait que le Gouverne- 
ment Francais, toujours Ami de la Paix, n'a paru ſe 
plaindre des Intentions de la Grande Bretagne, que 
parcequ'il avait tout Lieu de les croire contraires à 
un Syiteme ſolide de Pacification. 

Le Souſſignẽ n'eſt entre dans ces Details que par- 
cequ'a la veille des Negociations qui pourraient étre 
entamẽes, il importe aux Conſeils des deux Puiſ- 
ſances d'etre reciproquement convaincus de la Sin- 
cfrits de leurs Intentions, et que I'Opinion qu'ils 
peuvent avoir de cette Sincerite, eſt le Seul Garant 
du Succes des Nẽgociations. 

Quandau ſecond Point de la Noteque hy Souſſignẽ 
a eu PHonneur de recevoir, il doit fe referer a ſa 
Lettre du 16, par laquelle il a prevenu Son Excel- 
lence Lord Grenville qu'il <tait charge de donner 

des Explications ſatisfaiſantes touchant les principales 
_ Objections du Gouvernement Britannique à PAr- 
miſtice propoſe, en le priant inſtamment de faciliter 
des Communications verbales avec le Miniſtère. Il 
etait donc difficile de croire que le Gouvernement 
Francais 8'en tiendrait ſans aucune Modification à ſes 
premicres Ouvertures, car dans ce Cas il eut ẽtẽ 
tres-inutile de ſolliciter une Entrevũe pour donner 
des Explications ſatisfaiſantes. by = 

A 


te) 


En parlant des Compenſations requiſes pour faite 
cadrer Armiſtice Naval avec la Trève Continen- 
tale, le Miniſtère de Sa' Majeſte trouve qu'il y a de 
I Exageration dans la Balance ẽtablie par le Gou- 
vernement Frangais; une Diſcuſſion formelle ſur 
cet Objet ſerait ſans Doute deplacee. Apres les 
Succes varies d'une Guerre qui a produit tant 
d'Evenemens extraordinaires, il eſt difficile de douter 
de l'Influence morale de ces Evenemens ſur les Ar- 
mees, ſur les Peuples, ſur les Gouvernemens eux- 
memes ; et les Inductions que l'on peut en tirer 
dans le Moment actuel paraiſſent juſtifier ' Opinion 
que le Souſſignẽ a cru devoir manifeſter. S'il y a 
de 'Exageration dans cette Opinion, elle eſt partagee 
par les Ennemis de la Republique eux-mèmes, qui 
ont tout employe pour prolonger la Treve, et qui 
ne ſe ſont fait aucun Scrupule de ſe ſervir meme de 
la Voie des. Negociations ſimulẽes pour gagner du 
Tems. Les Preliminaires, ſignés par M. le Comte 
de St. Julien et dẽſavouẽs par Sa Cour, en ſont un 
Example memorable, et il faut bien que la Conti- 
nuation de PArmiſtice Continental ſoit un Sacrifice 
pour la Republique, puiſqu' on a tout fait pour le 
lui arracher. | 

Mais en admettant meme PExiſtence de ce Sacri- 
fice le Miniſtère de Sa Majeſtẽ declare formellement 
que l'on ne ſaurait exiger de lui un Sacrifice ana- 
logue,—Il n'appartient certainement pas à la 
France de juger juſqu'à quel Point les Engagemens 
pris par Sa Majeſte envers ſes Alliẽs peuvent gener 


ſes * à cet Egard, mais le Droit de la 
G 3 France 
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France demander le Prix du Sacrifice qu' Elle a fait, 
et qu' Elle eſt encore prete a faire, parait inconteſta- 
ble. Le Premier Conſul a donné à l'Europe des 
Gages reiteres de ſes Diſpoſitions pacifiques, il n'a 
ceſſẽ de les manifęſter envers les Cabinets intẽreſſẽs 
dans cette Lutte, et quand meme fa Moderation re- 
leverait les EſpErances des Ennemis du Gouverne- 
ment Frangais, Elle ſera toujours Punique Guide de 
ſes Actions. q 
Malgre cette Difference dans la Maniere de con- 

fiderer pluſieurs Queſtions accefloires, et Prelimina- 
ries de la Pacification projettẽe, le Souſſignẽ doit 
ſe fẽlieiter de trouver dans toutes les Communica- 
tions qu'il a eu PHonneur de recevoir juſqu'ici les 
meme Aſſurances des Diſpoſitions de Sa Majeſte de 
travailler au Retabliſſement de la Tranquillite de 
'Europe; et il negligera aucune Occaſion de faire 
voaloir ces * pres de ſon Gouvernement. 

| (Sign) OTTO. 
Hereford Street, 22d Septembre 1800. | 

(1 Vendem. An 9.) 


(TRANSLATION.) 


NOTE. 


URING the whole Courſe of the Negotiation 
with which the Underſigned has been charged, 


he has had Caule to were that the Want of more 
direct 


11 

direct Communications with His Majeſty's Miniſ. 
try has rendered it impoſſible for him to give to his 
Official Overtures the neceſſary Explanations. This 
Inconvenience is rendered ſtill more ſtriking by the 
Reſult of his laſt Communications, to which the 
Note which he had the Honor to receive on the 
20th of this Month is an Anſwer. 

The firſt Part of this Note appearing to intimate 
a Doubt reſpecting the Sincerity of the Diſpoſi- 
tions of the French Government to begin Negoti- 
ations for a General Peace, the Underſigned cannot 
avoid entering into ſome Details upon this Subject, 
which will fully juſtify the Conduct of the Firſt 
Conſul. 

The propoſed Alternative af: a ſeparate Nes i in 
the Event of His Majeſty's not accepting the Con- 
ditions for a General Armiſtice, far from evincing 
a Want of Sincerity, furniſhes, on the contrary, 

the ſtrongeſt Proof of the conciliatory Diſpoſitions 
of the Firſt Conſul : It is a neceſſary Conſequence 
of the Declaration made by the Underſigned the 
ath of this Month. In Effect, he has had the 
Honor to apprize the Britiſh Miniſtry “ That if 
«+ that Armiſtice be not concluded before the 11th 
© of September, Hoſtilities.wil/ have been renewed 
e with Auſtria, and that in that Caſe the Firſt 
© Conſul will no longer be able, with regard to this 
« Power, to conſent to any except a n and com- 
e ei e, 
That Armiſtice was not concluded at the Date 


fixed upon; ; it was therefore natural eventually to 
| "04 expect 
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expect a ſeparate Peace with Auſtria, and, according 
to the ſame Suppoſition, a Peace in like Manner 
ſeparate with Great Britain, unleſs it is thought 
that the Calamities with which a great Part of 
Europe has been for eight Years paſt oppreſſed, 
ſhould be continued without other Hope of Termi- 
nation than that of the complete Deſtruction of 
one of the Belligerent Powers. 

It is not therefore the French Government which 
propoſes to His Majeſty to ſeparate his Intereſts 
from thoſe of his Allies ; but having in vain at- 
tempted to unite them in a common Center, and 
finding them ſeparated in Fact by the Refuſal of 
England to lay down on the Altar of Peace ſome 
ſpecial Advantages of which France had already 
made a Sacrifice,.the Firſt Conſul has given a freſh 
Proof of his Diſpoſitions, by pointing out another 
Means of Reconciliation which the Courſe of Events 
will bring about ſooner or later. 

In Conformity with the Advice which the Un- 
derſigned had tranſmitted on the 4th of this Month, 
Notification was given of the Ceflation of the Con- 
tinental Armiſtice at the 'Term. which had been 
fixed upon, but the Counter-Projet of the Britiſh 
Miniſtry, diſpatched by the Underſigned upon the 
8th of this Month, 3 reached Paris on the 
10th, and His Imperial Majeſty having appeared to 
be convinced that his Ally would not withhold his. 
Conſent to an admiſſible Armiſtice, the Firſt Con- 
ſul determined again to retard for eight Days the 


Renewal of Hoſtilities. Orders were immediately 
6 diſpatched 


1. 


diſpatched to the Armies of Germany and Italy, 

and in the Event of thoſe Orders arriving too late 
in the laſt mentioned Country, and of the French 
Generals having obtained Succeſſes in conſequence 
of any Military Operation, they are ordered to re- 
ſume that Poſition which they occupied on the pre- 
ciſe Day on which Hoſtilities were recommenced. 

The ſimple Relation of theſe Facts will without 
Doubt be ſufficient to prove that the French Go- 
vernment never can have intended to cover, by 
pretended Negotiations, a freſh Attack upon Auſ- 
tria; and that, on the contrary, it has acted 
throughout this Negotiation with that Frankneſs 
and Loyalty which can alone enſure that Re-eſtab- 
liſhment of general Tranquillity which His Ma- 
jeſty and His Miniſtry have ſo much at Heart. 

It would be in vain to look for Proofs of a con- 
trary Intention in ſome Expreſſions contained in the 
Official Communications of the French Govern- 
ment to the Allies of His Majeſty. More eſpecially 
if ſuch Proofs were attempted to be drawn from 
one of the laſt Letters written to Baron Thugut, 
which the Underſigned might have communicated 
himſelf, if he had found an Opportunity; that Letter 
would prove that the French Government, always 
a Friend to Peace, appeared to complain of the 
Intentions of Great Britain only becauſe it had 
every Reaſon to believe them contrary to a ſolid 
Syſtem of Pacification. 6 

The Underſigned has entered into theſe Details 


only becauſe, on the Eve of Negotiations which 
may 
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may be entered upon, it is of Importance to the 
Councils of the two Powers to be reciprocally con- 
vinced of the Sincerity of their Intentions, and 
becauſe the Opinion which they may have of that 
Sincerity is the only e for ws Succeſs of Une 
Negotiations. | 

With reſpect to the betet point in dhe Note 
which the Underſigned has had the Honor of re- 
ceiving, he is to refer to his Letter of the 16th, in 
which he informed his Excellency Lord Grenville 
that he was directed to give ſatisfafory Explana- 
tions relative to the principal Objections of the 
Britiſh Government to the propoſed Armiſtice, and 
entreated him at the ſame Time, to facilitate the 
Means of verbal Communications with the Miniſtry. 
It was therefore difficult to believe that the French 
Government would adhere, without any Modi . 
cation, to its firſt Overtures; for, in that Caſe, it 
would have been quite el to ſolicit for an Inter- 
view, in order to give ſatisfactory Explanations. 

In ſpeaking of the Compenſations requiſite, in 
order to place the Naval Armiſtice upon a Footing 
with the Continental Truce, His Majeſty's Miniſtry 
think that there is ſome Preponderance in the Ba- 
lance ſettled by the French Government ; a formal 
Diſcuſſion upon this Point would undoubtedly be 
diſplaced. After the various Succeſſes of a War 
which has produced ſo many extraordinary Events; 
it is difficult to doubt of the moral Influence of 
thoſe Events upon Armies, upon Nations, upon 
Governments themſelves; and the Deductions which 

may 
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may be drawn from it at preſent, appear to Juſtify 
the Opinion which the Underfigned has felt it his 
Duty to ſtate. If there be any Exaggeration in this 
Opinion, it is ſhared with the Enemies of the Re- 
public themſelves, who have employed every Effort 
to prolong the Truce, and who have not ſcrupled to 
uſe the Means of pretended Negotiations in order to 
gain Time. The Preliminaries ſigned by the Count 
de St. Julien, and diſavowed by his Court, are a 
memorable Example of this; and the Prolongation 
of the Continental Armiſtice muſt neceſſarily be 
conſidered as a Sacrifice on the Part of the Repub- 
lic, ſince every Effort has been employed to extort 
its Conſent to it. 
But even whilſt His Majeſty 8 Miniſtry admit the 
Exiſtence of this Sacrifice, they formally declare 
that an analogous Sacrifice cannot be expected to 

be made on the Part of His Majeſty. It certainly 
does not become France to judge how far His Ma- 
jeſty's Engagements with His Allies may counteract 
His Inclination in this Reſpect; but France appears 
to have certainly an undoubted Right to demand 
the Price of the Sacrifice which ſhe has made, and 
which ſhe is ſtill willing to make. The Firſt. Con- 
ſul has given to Europe repeated Pledges of his 
pacific Diſpoſitions; he has never ceaſed mani- 
feſting them to the Cabinets intereſted in this Con- 
teſt ; and even although the Hopes of the Enemies 
of the French Republic ſhould be excited by his 
Moderation, it ſhall always be the ſole Guide of his 


Actions. 4 | 4 
| Not- 
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N otwithſtanding this Difference in the Manner 
of viewing ſeveral Queſtions acceſſory and prelimi- 
nary to the propoſed Pacification, the Underſigned 
cannot but congratulate himſelf on finding, in all 
the Communications which he has hitherto had the 
Honor of receiving, the ſame Aſſurances of His Ma- 
jeſty's Diſpoſition to employ His Efforts towards the 
Re-eſtabliſhment of the Tranquillity of Europe ; 
and he will neglect no Opportunity of placing this 
Diſpoſition in its ſtrongeſt Light to his Govern- 
ment. 


(Signed) OTTO. 


Hereford Street, Sept. 22, 1800. 
(1 Vendemiaire, Year 9.) 


* 


(No. 35.) . — 
| NOTE. . 
Downing Street, Sept. 24, 1800. 


ORD Grenville preſents his Compliments to M. 
Otto, and has the Honor to acquaint him, that, 


in conſequence of his Deſire for an Opportunity of 
converſing with a Perſon of Confidence on the Part 


of this Government reſpecting the different Propo- 


ſals which have been made as to the Conditions of 


a Naval Armiſtice, His Majeſty has been pleaſed to 


give Authority to Mr. Hammond to meet M. Otto 


for that Purpoſe. . 
It is the fincere Wiſh of His Majeſty's Govern- 
ment, that the Reſult of their Converſation on this 
Subject 


[ 
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Subject may tend to facilitate the great Work of 
a General Pacification on a ſolid and Permanent 


Baſis. 
Lord Grenville requeſts M. Otto to be aſſured of 


his high Conſideration. 
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(No. 8 
To Mr. Hammond. 
Sit, Downing-Street, Sept. 24, 1800. 
M. OTTO having been empowered by the French 
Government to negotiate a Convention for an 
Armiſtice between this Country and France, with 
a View to Negotiations for General Peace ; and 
having expreſſed an earneſt Deſire to enter into ver- 
bal Explanations on this Subject with ſome Perſon 
properly authorized on His Majeſty's Part; the 
King, willing to omit nothing which can contribute 
to the great Work of reſtoring ſolid and permanent 
Tranquillity to Europe, has been pleaſed to make 
Choice of you for the Purpoſe of meeting M. Otto, 
and of receiving from him ſuch verbal Communi- 
cations as he may wiſh to make in Addition to what 


has already paſſed in Writing reſpecting the different 
Projets propoſed on either Side for a Naval Ar- 


miſtice. 

This Letter will point to you the Reaſons which 

induce His Majeſty to conſider M. Otto's ſecond 

Projet as unſatisfactory in all the material Points in 

which it differs from the Counter - Projet prepared 

here by His Majeſty's Command. | 75 
You 


L 90 3 


You will ſtate to M. Otto His Majeſty's Deciſion 
in this Reſpect, and you will enter without Reſerve 
into the Diſcuſſion of the Grounds on which it reſts. 
His Majeſty has no other Object in View in this 
Tranſaction than to contribute to the Reſtoration 
of General Peace. He is not unwilling for this 
Purpoſe to ſacrifice ſome preſent Advantage, in the 
Opinion that by ſo doing he conſults the permanent 
Intereſts of His People; but He can neither conſent, 
at the Opening of a Negotiation for Peace, to place 
himſelf in a Condition of Inferiority to His Ene- 
mies, ſuch as the Reſult of the War in which He is 
engaged by no Means warrants ; nor does he think 
that the Object of Peace itſelf would be promoted 
or accelerated by rendering the intermediate Situa- 
tion of His Enemies, under Colour of an Armiſtice, 
ſuch as they might be defirous to prolong, rather 
than to terminate it by any admiſhble Conditions | 
of Peace. 

His Majeſty ſees, i in the laſt Projet of the French 
Government: little Progreſs towards an Accommo- 
dation; it is indeed ſtated in M. Otto's Letter to me 
of the 21ſt Inft. that fatisfaQtory Explanations are 
there given on the two moſt important Points which 
had been infiſted on by His Majeſty. 

The Admiſſion of His Majeſty's Allies to partake 
in the ſame Terms of Armiſtice in which France 
claims to include her Allies, is indeed not only an 
important, but an indiſpenſable Condition of any 
ſuch Agreement; but there can be no Ground for 


LD Wn. this equal and neceſſary Arrangement 
as 
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as a Conceſſion on the Part of France, rather than 
on the Part of His Majeſty. And wich reſpect to 
the other Point ſtated by M. Otto, (that which re- 
lates to the French Ships of War,) the Offer of 
France ſtill falls very ſhort both of the King's De- 
mand, and of what would be neceſſary even to 
aſſimilate the Naval Armiſtice to that of the Conti. 
nent. The Article in its preſent Shape is therefore 
ſo far from containing any Facility which could 
ſoften or remove the other Obſtacles in the Way 
of an amicable Concluſion of this Buſineſs, that it 
muſt ſtill be regarded in Juſtice as an unequal and 
inadmiſſible Claim on the Part of the King's Ene- 
mies. | 
On other Points of no leſs Importance, the new 
Projet adheres to the former Demand, and even in 
one Inſtance brings forward a - freſh Pretenſion 
which had not before been ſtated. 

In examining in Detail the ſeveral Articles of the 
propoſed Convention, ſome verbal Differences be- 
tween the Engliſh Counter-Projet and the ſecond 
French Projet, are not intended to be here adverted 
to. | 

If the more important t Points of the Negotiation 
were ſatisfactorily adjuſted, it would be: neceſſary 
to make ſome Remarks on theſe, and poſſibly alſo 
to propoſe, for the Sake of Preciſion, a few verbal 
Alterations. or Additions to the original Articles: 
But none of. theſe appear likely in that Caſe to 
create any ſerious Difficulty. 

It might be ſufficient to include under this Re- 
ſerve the two Variations made in the Preamble of 
the Convention, 


But 
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But it may perhaps be more proper for you to 
fines at this Time the following Obſervations re- 
ſpecting them, viz. 

1. That the Mention of the reſpective Allies, in | 
the Form in which thoſe Words are introduced into 
the French Preamble, ſeems to imply of Neceſſity, 
not only that the Negotiations ſhall (as is the King's, 
Intention) be carried on with a View to a General 
Peace alone, fo as to include in the final Adjuſt. 
ment all the Allies on both Sides, but alſo that thoſe 
Allies ſhould immediately be called upon to take 
Part by their Miniſters in the propoſed Negotia- 
tions: a Queſtion which His Majeſty conceives may 
more conveniently be reſerved to future Diſcuſſion, 
inſtead of being prejudged by the Terms of any 
ſeparate Agreement for an Armiſtice between Great 
Britain and France. 

2. The Expreſſions uſed in the French Projet 

reſpecting the Continental Armiſtice appear unbe- 
coming towards the King's Allies, and cannot there- 
fore be agreed to by His Majeſty. 
3. The Word © Equivalent,” as there inſerted, 
ſeems to afſume, as the Baſis of the Naval Armiſtice, 
that Principle of full Compenſation to which the 
King has already refuſed His Conſent. 

It ſhould in like Manner be mentioned by you, 
that, in the firſt Article, the Omiſſion of the Words 
« Forces of ſeems to imply a more complete Suſ- 
penſion of the State of War berween the two Powers 
than accords with the Nature of an Armiſtice, or 
is conſiſtent with the Conditions, (particularly thoſe 

reſpecting 
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reſpecting the Tranſport of Naval and Military 


Stores) on which His Majeſty judges it neceſſary for 


Him to inſiſt, 
In the remaining Part of this Article very mate- 


rial Changes are made in the Conditions offered by 
His Majeſty. Theſe are, 

1. The extending the Term of Notice for the 
| Ceſſation of the Armiſtice, from fourteen Pegs to 
one Month. 

2. The requiring that this Notice of one Month 
ſhould in all Caſes be given only in conſequence of 
Orders from the reſpective Governments, and by 
the Commanding Officer of one Country to the 
Commanding Officer of the other, in the different 
Parts of the World reſpectively. 

3. The total Omiſhon of the Clauſe by which 
the Continuance of the Naval Armiſtice was made 
to depend on that of the Continent. 

It is probable that the two firſt of theſe Altera- 

tions are principally propoſed in the ſame View 
which led to the Omiſſion of this laſt Clauſe ; and 
the Effect of the Whole would be, that if the Ar- 
miſtice with Auſtria ſhould at any Period be termi- 
nated by France, His Majeſty would ſtill for ſome 
conſiderable Time be reſtrained from aſſiſting His 
Ally. | 

T he bare Statement of ſuch a Condition is ſuffi- 
cient to ſhew that ir never can be admitted by His 
Majeſty, who is bound by the Spirit of His Engage- 
ments to aſſiſt His Ally immediately on the Renewal 


of Hoſtilities ; and to whom no other Inducement 
H has 
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has or could be offered forlacceding to a Naval Ar- 
miſtice, except that of preventing the Renewal of 
Hoſtilities on the Continent. 

The laſt Clauſe in the Engliſh Article muſt there- 
fore be abſolutely inſiſted on, and no Variation can 
be admitted in the other Parts of it which ſhall be 
inconſiſtent with the Object of that Stipulation. 

The Term of fourteen Days is in fa& longer than 
that which is provided in either of the two Con- 
ventions of Armiſtice in Italy and Germany, and 
appears fully ſufficient for all the Purpoſes which 
ſuch a Proviſion is fairly intended to anſwer ; and 
as His Majeſty enters into any Stipulation for Na- 
val Armiſtice in the ſole Hope of a ſpeedy Conclu- 
ſion of the intended Negotiations, He does not 
think proper to bind Himſelf for ſo long a Period as 
a Month, ſhould He have the Mortification of find- 
ing that His Enemies refuſe to adopt thoſe Prin- 
ciples of Negotiation on which alone He judges 
that permanent Tranquillity can be reſtored to 
Europe. 

The French Government has in all its Commu- 
nications expreſſed the ſame Hope and Defire for 
the ſpeedy Concluſion of Peace, and has even pro- 
feſſed an Anxiety to render this Object more pecu- 
liarly intereſting to His Majeſty. There can there- 
fore be no Reaſon to wiſh on either Side that the 
Term of Notice ſhould be prolonged ſo much be- 
yond the Neceſlity of the Caſe. 

Ihe third Article of the Counter-Projet was 
drawn with a Reference to the correſponding Articles 


in 
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in the Preliminaries of Peace in 1763 and 1783, 
from which it differs only by the more explicit State- 
ment of that which is underſtood to have been the 
eſtabliſhed Practice of the Courts of Admiralty on 
both Sides with reſpect to ſuch Ships of War as 
ſhould have made any Prizes after having actually 
received Notice of the Ceſſation of Hoſtilities. 

The Addition to this Article propoſed in the 
French Projet is objectionable; 

Firſt, Becauſe there ſeems to be no Neceſſity for 
explaining the general Effect of a Speculation 
which has in the Practice of the two laſt Negoti- 
ations for Peace been found ſufficiently diſtin&, 
and has fully anſwered the Purpoſe intended by it. 

Secondly; Becauſe the Explanation there given 
is not a juſt Concluſion from the Premiſes. It is 
indeed true, that by the Effect of this Article Ships 
clearing out directly from Great Britain or France 
might immediately after the Exchange of the Rati- 
fications ſail in full Security, becauſe they might 
carry out with them Notice of the Armiſtice; but 
the ſame Thing would not be true of Ships in other 
Parts of the World, as theſe (under the expreſs 
Terms of this Article) could not be entitled to 
Reſtitution if captured, unleſs Proof were given 
that actual Notice of the Armiſtice had been re- 
ceived by their Captors, or unleſs the Period aſſign- 
ed by this Article for the Part of the World where 
the Capture took place had expired before the 
actual Capture. 

3. The Expreſſion of navigating freely as before 
the War might be conſtrued to extend to the Ad 

"H 2 miſſion 
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miſſion of the Ships of one Country into the Ports 
of the other reſpectively; to which, for obvious Rea- 
ſons, the King would not think proper to agree. And 
theſe Words are beſides inconſiſtent both with the 
Stipulations on which His Majeſty thinks it neceſ- 
ſary to inſiſt reſpecting the Tranſport of Troops 
and of Naval and Military Stores, and even with 
thoſe which France propoſes as to the blockaded 
Places. 

The fourth Article of the French Projet ſtill 
maintains the Contradiction of profeſſing to aſſi- 
milate the blockaded Places to thoſe of Germany, 
and of applying to them at the ſame Time Con- 
ditions which are the very Reverſe of thoſe adopted 
in the German Armiſtice. 

The Manner in which that Armiſtice is ſpoken 
of in this Article affords another Inſtance of Ex- 
preſſions unneceſſarily and improperly offenſive * 
the King's Allies. | 

There ſeems no Reaſon for altering this Para- 
graph of the Counter-Projet, which is perfectly 
diſtinct, and conveys no Implication injurious to 
either Party. 

The King cannot agree that 10,080 Rations per 
Diem ſhall be aſſumed as the Conſumption of Malta. 
If the Fact be ſo, it will appear to the Commiſſaries 
who will be 'named for that Purpoſe, in Conformity 
to thoſe Stipulations of the German Armiſtice to 
which France profeſſes the Intention of aſſimilating 

this Article. | 
But a ſtill more material Objection ariſes to the 


Propoſal reſpecting Egypt. ; 
IF - 
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If the Situation of the French Army in that 
Country were to become Matter of Diſcuſſion be- 
tween the two Governments, His Majeſty and His 
Allies have a Right, on every Principle of good 
Faith as practiſed between civilized Nations, to re- 
quire that the French ſhould evacuate Egypt on 
the Terms ſtipulated in the Convention of El Ariſn; 
thoſe Stipulations having been ratified both by the 
Turkiſh Government and by the French Com- 
manding Officer; and His Majeſty having alſo in- 
ſtructed his Admiral commanding in thoſe Seas to 
accede to them as ſoon as they were known here. 
This Demand would be made with the more 
Reaſon, becauſe, even ſubſequent to the Recom- 
mencement of Hoſtilities in Egypt (under Circum- 
ſtances to which His Majeſty forbears to advert, ) an 
Official Engagement was entered into by General 
Kleber in his Letter to the Kaimakan, dated the 
roth April 1800, by which that General, then 
commanding in Chief the French Army in Egypt, 
and conſequently poſſeſſing full Powers to bind his 
Government in this Reſpect, formally undertook 
that the Convention of El Ariſh ſhould be executed 
ſo ſoon as the King's Acquieſcence in it ſhould be 
notified to him. 

But when, inſtead of ee this Engage- 

ment, the French Government, under a Pretence 
of aſſimilating Egypt to the blockaded Places of 
Germany, requires that fix Frigates ſhall carry 
thither, without Moleſtation or Search, and even 
under the open ProteCtion of a Britiſh Officer, 
Whatever Articles the French Garriſons there may 
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be moſt in need of, it is natural to aſk by what 
Article in the German Armiſtice Ulm or Ingol- 
ſtadt are to receive in covered Waggons as many 
Troops, as much Proviſions, and as great a Quan- 
tity of every Species of Arms, Ammunition, and 
Stores, as might be conveyed to Egypt in fix French 
Frigates ? And this Compariſon is ſtill more ſtrik- 
ing, when it is conſidered that by the German 
Armiſtice the blockaded Places are expreſsly re- 
ſtrained from receiving, during the Armiſtice, any 
Thing which can ſupply additional Means of De- 
fence : And on the other Hand, that the Propofals 
for the Evacuation of Egypt originated on the Part 
of the French themſelves, who now deſire to avail 
themſelves of the Benefit of an Armiſtice to 
ſtrengthen that very Poſition which, by an Agree- 
ment made in conſequence of their own Requeſt, 
they have actually engaged to abandon. 

This Part of the French Article is therefore 
wholly inadmiſſible. It contains a Pretenfion 
unjuſt in itſelf, injurious to His Majeſty's Intereſt, 
and repugnant both to the general Principle of 
the Negotiation, and to that which is ſpecified in 
the very Beginning of the Article itſelf: And it 
implies a Breach of Faith on His Majeſty's Part to- 
wards an Ally to whom he is bound by a ſolemn 
Treaty. | 

Beſides all theſe Conſiderations, His Majeſty has 
no Power to reſtrain, by ſuch an Engagement as 
is here propoſed, the Ships of the Ottoman Porte 
from. reſiſting the Admiſſion of this Supply into 
Egypt, unleſs His Ally had acceded to the Armiſtice, 

which, 
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which, if it be concluded on ſuch Terms as theſe, 
there can be no Reaſon to expect. | 

The Manner in which this particular Subject of 
Egypt is ſpoken of both in the Projet and in M. 
Otto's Note of the 16th Inſtant, makes it neceſſary 
that you ſhould diſtinctly declare that the Offer 
which was contained in the Counter-Projet goes in 
this Reſpect to the very utmoſt Extent that His 
Majeſty's Regard for the Intereſts of his Subjects 
can admit of. And His Majeſty is confident that 
no Want of Conciliation can juſtly be imputed to 
Him on Account of His having at once brought 
forward explicitly and without Reſerve the Whole 
of thoſe Conceſſions _ it appeared poſſible _ 
Him-to make. 

This Obſervation * equally to the remain- 
ing Articles of the Projet. 

In the fifth Article His Majeſty finds himſelf 
obliged to infiſt that the Freedom of Navigation 
there ſtipulated for on the Part of His Enemies ſhall 
not be extended to the Tranſport of Troops or of 
Naval and Military Stores. The Juſtice of this 
Exception and its Neceſſity are too obvious to re- 
quire any farther Explanations in Addition to thoſe 
contained in the Official Notes; and it follows as 
a Conſequence of this Principle, as well as from 
the Nature of the Subject itſelf, that the Reſtric- 
tion as to the ſailing of Ships of War would be 
wholly illuſory, were it, as now propoſed, confined 
to Ships of the Line only. 

It would, indeed, neither be indifferent in Practice 
nor juſt in Principle, that France ſhould be enabled 
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during the Armiſtice to change the Stations of all 


her Frigates ; but when it is conſidered how much 
it is the Uſage of the French Marine to employ 
thoſe Veſſels for the Tranſport of Troops and Mi- 
litary Stores, the two Parts of this Article become 
ſo blended with each other that they cannot be ſe- 
parated ; and His Majeſty cannot depart from the 


latter without equally abandoning the former. 


The Naval Supply of the Articles which are 
here in queſtion, is indeed ſtated in one of M. Otto's 
Notes to be a Point: of ſmall Moment to France. 
If it be ſo, ſhe can with leſs Reaſon inſiſt on a Point 
which can in this Caſe only be inſiſted on with a 
View to affe& thoſe general Principles which are 
connected with all the moſt important Maritime 


Intereſts of Great Britain. 
The ſixth Article contains a new Demand on the 


Part of France, ſuperadded to all the Pretenſions 
advanced in her firſt Projet. It reſts on no juſt 
or equitable Principle ; for while France would re- 
ſtrain His Majeſty from ſtrengthening by the Ad- 
dition of more 'Troops the Forces of His Allies in 
Italy, ſhe reſerves the Power of augmenting her 
own Armies there,] or of aſſiſting her Allies elſe- 
where, preciſely as it may ſuit her future Plans of 
Operations. 
The French Government now poſſeſſes, de Facto, 

no Means to prevent the Tranſport of His Majeſty's | 
Troops by Sea; and it is not reaſonable that it 
ſhould acquire the Right of doing ſo by the Terms 
of an Armiſtice which conveys to His Majeſty no 


treſh Means of impeding the future Operations of 
| | His 
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His Enemies beyond thoſe which are already in His 
Power, but which even concedes to them conſider- 
able Advantages of which they are not now in Poſ- 
| ſeſſion. i 

It remains only to Grenk of the Alain made 
in that Article which regards the Allies on both 
Sides. 

His Majeſty's ObjeQions to the Form propoſed 
on the Part of France for this Article were detailed 
in my Anſwer to the firſt Projet. - 

If France conſiders her Allies in the Light of in- 
dependent Powers, and is in the future Negotiations 
to treat on that Footing reſpecting her own Intereſts 
and theirs, it is neceflary that this Principle ſhould 
equally. be adhered to in the preliminary Arrange- 
ments which precede the Negotiation. It has not 
appeared to His Majeſty by the Communication of 
any regular or official Act, that the French Go- 
vernment has any Authority to treat 1n this Reſpect 
for Spain or Holland. His Majeſty, on His Side, 
has received no ſuch Authority from His Allies; 
and it would be inconſiſtent with good Faith were 
He, without ſuch Authority, to engage in their 
Name for an Armiſtice with France ia any other 
Form than that which is uſual in ſuch Caſes; 
namely, that they ſhall be at Liberty to accede to 
the Convention if they think fit. In that Form 
His Majeſty is ready to admit the Article as with 
reſpect to the Allies of France, and in that Form 
only can He agree to include His own Allies in 
this Engagement. | | 
| I 
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If the Article were concluded in the Terms now 
propoſed by France, His Majeſty would be bound by 
the Obligations of good Faith to obſerve the Armif- 
tice towards Spain and Holland, while on the other 
Hand He could have no reciprocal Claim on thoſe 
Powers, grounded either in Juſtice or in the Law 
or Practice of Nations. Nor could He require the 
Reſtitution even of a fingle Merchant Veſſel cap- 
tured by a Spaniſh or Dutch Ship of War. 

Thoſe Powers, if regarded by France as Inde- 
pendent, cannot be bound by her Act; and muſt 
be admitted as Contracting Parties acceding by a 
regular Diplomatic Tranſaction to the Terms of 
the Armiſtice, before they can be confidered as 
under any Obligation to fulfil thoſe Terms. 

Theſe Conſiderations are indeed fo obvious, that 
it is not eaſy to imagine in what View the French 
Government has propoſed to alter the Article from 
the Form in which His Majeſty had offered to con- 
ſent to it. 

I have now only to add, chat ſhould the 
Armiſtice be concluded, His Majeſty would think 
it neceſſary, for the Purpoſe of accelerating the 
Negotiation, (an Obje& of which the French Go- 
vernment has declared itſelf to be alſo very de- 
firous), to limit a Period for its Continuance be- 
yond which it would not be His Majeſty's Intention, 
nor would it be conſiſtent with the eſſential n 
of his Dominions to extend it. 

The Power of doing this will be reſerved to either 


Party by the Terms of the Convention. Nor does 
1 this 
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this Power reſult only from the Articles as here pro- 
poſed: It is equally reſerved to both Parties by the 
Effect of the preſent French Projet; and there is, 
therefore, no Neceſſity for ſpecifying in the Con- 
vention itſelf either His Majeſty's Intention in this 
Reſpect, or (ſtill leſs) the preciſe Period of ſuch 
Limitation. 
But it may appear on His Majeſty's Part more 
conſiſtent with that Openneſs which His Majeſty is 
deſirous to obſerve in this whole Tranſaction, that 
you ſhould expreſs this Intention to M. Otto in this 
Stage of the Buſineſs, reſerving to a ſubſequent 


Period the formal Notification to be duly made in 
His Majeſty's Name, agreeably to the Terms of the 


Convention. 
You'are at Liberty to communicate to M. Otto 


in the Courſe of your Diſcuſſions the Whole or any 
Part of this Letter, and to allow him to take either 
a Copy or ſuch Extracts from it as he may wiſh. 


(Signed) GRENVILLE. 
Mr. Hammond. 


— 


(No. 37.) 
NOTE. 


LRD Grenville preſents his Compliments to 
M. Otto, and has the Honor to ſend him here- 


with the official Auer to his Communication of 
the 23d Inſtant. 


He 


E10 
He requeſts M. Otto to accept the Aſſurances of 
his high Conſideration. 


Downing Street, Sept. 2 5, 1800. 


— 


(No. 38.) 
NOTE. 


Ir is by no Means the Wiſh of the Britiſh Go- 
vernment to prolong a written Controverſy on 
the Circumſtances to which the firſt Part of M. 
Otto's Note of the 23d Inſtant principally relates : 
It is however neceſſary, in order to vindicate the 
Accuracy of the former Statement which the Un- 
derſigned was directed to make, that the Dates of 
thoſe Facts ſhould, in Reply to M. Otto's Note, be 
more particularly detailed ; but this will be done 
without adding any freſh Comment upon them. 
The firſt Propoſal made to His Majeſty, on the 
Part of France, for a Naval Armiſtice grounded on 


that of the Continent, was dated on the 24th of 
Auguſt. | 

The Notices for emingting the Continental 
Armiſtice were given by the French Generals on 
the 275th and 29th of Auguſt; the Orders for that 
Purpoſe muſt therefore have been actually ſent from 
Paris before the 24th. 


His Majeſty's Anſwer was tranſmitted by the 
Underſigned to M. Otto on the 29th, the very Day 
on which the laſt of the Notices was given in Ger- 
many. That Anſwer referred to the Auſtrian Ar- 

| miſtice 


— 
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miſtice as ſtill exiſting; and it was not till the 4h 
of September that the firſt Intimation was received 
here of the Meaſures taken in Germany for giving 
Notice of its Termination. 
With reſpe& to the Letter of M. Talleyrand to 
the Baron de Thugut, to which M. Otto refers, it 
was alſo dated the 24th Auguſt. The French 
Government, ſo far from being at that Time en- 
| titled to conſider His Majeſty's Intentions as hoſtile 
to the Re-eſtabliſhment of a ſolid Syſtem of Paci- 
fication, was then actually in Poſſeſſion of the No- 
tification/given in His Majeſty's Name, through His 
Ally, of His Readineſs to concur in immediate New 
gotiations for that very Purpoſe. 

It will be with real Pleaſure that His Majeſty will 
ſee the Concluſions which appeared to him to reſult 
from theſe Facts diſproved by the Event. The beſt 
Evidence which the French Government can now 
give of the Sincerity of its Diſpoſitions for Peace, 
will be found in the Facilities it may afford for ex- 
pediting both the Commencement and the ſucceſs- 
ful Termination of that Negotiation into which the 
King and His Ally the Emperor of Germany have 
already expreſſed their Willingneſs to enter, and 
which can alone, by a general and comprehenſive 
Arrangement of the Intereſts of all the Parties con- 
cerned in this extenſive War, afford to Europe the 
Hope of ſolid and permanent Tranquillity. 

With reſpect to the ſuppoſed Caſe, in which it is 
ſtated, that France would not agree to treat with 


Auſtria but 1 a ſeparate Peace, the Fortune of 
War 
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War can alone decide on the Means of realizing 
ſuch a Pretenſion; but whenever it ſhall be inſiſted 
on by France, after the Experience of what has 
already paſſed, it will afford to all other Powers, not 
a Preſumption only, but the painful and decided 
Conviction, that the French Government has no 
real Deſire to put a final and concluſive Period to 
the Calamities of Europe. No Man who conſiders 
the paſt Events of this Conteſt with Attention, or 
who is capable of judging with Accuracy of the 
preſent Situation of Affairs, can believe that if the 
preſent War is to be terminated only by a Succeſſion 
of ſeparate Treaties between the different Powers 
now engaged in it, any permanent or ſolid Baſis of 
general Tranquillity could be eſtabliſhed. 

As His Majeſty has, in Compliance with M. 
Otto's Wiſhes, authorized a proper Perſon to con- 
fer with him reſpecting the different Propoſals for a 
Naval Armiſtice, it is unneceſſary to add any Thing 
here on that Subject. This Step affords a new 
Proof of His Majeſty's Diſpoſitions to lend himſelf 
to every reaſonable Facility which can contribute 
to a General Pacification, and every Part of His 


Majeſty's Conduct will be found mrs to 
thoſe Diſpoſitions. 


Downing-Street, Sept. 25, 1800. 


(No. 39.) 


Ws 


(No. 39.) 
My Lord, 


HAVE. the Honour to inform your Lordſhip 

that, in Obedience to His Majeſty's Commands 
ſignified to me in your Lordſhip's Letter of Veſter- 
day, I have this Morning had a Conference with 
M. Otto on the Subject of the propoſed Armiſtice 
between Great Britain and France. 

Having ſuggeſted to M. Otto whether it might 
not tend to facilitate the Diſcuſſion, that we ſhould 
read over the Counter-Projet tranſmitted by your 
| Lordſhip to him on the 7th of this Month, and the 
Projet delivered by him on the 21ſt in Anſwer to 
it; and that I ſhould ſtate to him, from the In- 
ſtructions which I had received from your Lord- 
ſhip, the Objections on the Part of His Majeſty's 
Government to the ſeveral Articles of that Projet; 
and M. Otto having acquieſced in this Suggeſtion, 
we purſued regularly this Courſe of Proceeding. 

As it does not appear neceffary that I ſhould enter 
into any Detail of the Converſation which took 
place between us on thoſe Parts of the Projet which 
M. Otto canceived that the French Government 
would relinquiſh, it will be ſufficient for me to ob- 
ſerve on this Part of the Subject, „ 
| 1ſt, That M. Otto conceived that the French 

Government would, in forming a regular Con- 
vention for an Armiſtice, have no Objection to 
adopting the Preamble in the Counter-Projet in- 
ſtead of that which was propoſed in the F en 
Projet. | 


Downing Street, Sept. 25, 1800. 


2dly, That 
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2dly, That concurring in the Opinion that the 
Phraſe in the 4th Article, © Apellze d jouir du Bene- 


fice de P Armiſtice Continental,” might be (for the 


ſame Reaſons which applied to particular Paſſages 
of the Preamble) liable to a Conſtruction offenſive 
to His Majeſty's Allies, he doubted not that the 
French Government would conſent to omit that 
Phraſe in the 4th Article. | 
3dly, That he doubted not that the French Go- 
vernment would have no Difficulty in agreeing to 
omit the concluding Clauſe of the 3d Article, from 
the Words © ou i/ reſulte,” to the End. 
With reſpe& to the Clauſe in the 1ſt Article of 
the Counter-Projet, by which the Duration of the 
Naval Armiſtice is made to depend on the Con- 


. tinuance of the Continental Armiſtice, M. Otto 


conceived that, by allowing the Officers command- 
ing the Britiſh Forces to recommence Hoſtilities as 
ſoon as the Ceſſation of the Continental Armiſtice 
ſhould be ſignified to them, too great a Latitude 
was left to their Diſcretion 3 and that it therefore 
ſeemed moſt adviſeable ho in that Event, the 
Ceſſation of the Naval Armiſtice ſhould be ſignified 
from Government to Government, as would be the 
Caſe whenever, for any Reaſon, either Great 
Britain or France might think 1t for their Intereſt 


that the Naval Armiſtice ſhould ceaſe. But upon 


my Repreſentation of the Advantages which France, 
on the one Hand, would derive from her local Po- 
ſition and the Facility of collecting its Forces on 
any Point which it might determine to attack, and 


the Delay, on the other, which would neceſſarily 
occur 
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occur in the Receipt of the Intelligence in England 
of the Rupture of the Armiſtice in any diſtant Part 
of the Territory of her Allies, M. Otto agreed to 
refer this Subject to future Conſideration. 

We then proceeded to the 4th and 5th Articles; 
on which M. Otto remarked, that they contained 
the only Points to which his Government attached 
much Importance ; and, ſuch were its Sentiments 
reſpecting them, that he conceived that it would 
not- conſent to any Armiſtice of which they did 
not form a Part. With reſpect to the Calculation 
of the Proviſions for Malta at the Rate of 10, ooo 
Rations per Diem, M. Otto did not ſpecify any 
Data on which that Calculation was founded, but 
remarked briefly, that the Quantity of Rations was 
not to be exactly apportioned to the preciſe Return 
of the Garriſon, but that a certain Number of Ra- 
tions, in Proportion to their reſpective Ranks, 
was to be allowed to the General and Staff Officers; 
and that although a conſiderable Number of tlie In- 
habitants had been ſent from the Forts occupied 
by the French Troops, there ſtill remained many 
for whoſe Wants Proviſion was to be made. He 
was however of Opinion that there might not be 
much Difficulty in arranging this Point in the Man- 
ner propoſed in the Counter-Projet, founded on 
the Stipulations in the German Armiſtice relative 
to Ulm and Ingolſtadt. 

On the Subject of that Part of the Fourth An 
of the French Projet, which requires that ſix 
Frigates ſhould be allowed to fail from Toulon for 


Egypt, and be exempted from Search, M. Otto 
1 read 
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read to me Part of a Diſpatch from M. Talleyrand, 
expreſſive of the Intereſt which the whole French 
Nation takes in that Part of the Army now in Egypt, 
and aſſigning the Deſire of contributing to the 
Comfort and Security of that Army as the principal 
Inducement to the Concluſion of the Armiſtice on 
the Part of the French Government. M. Otto ad- 
ded, that he would not conceal from me that the 
Reinforcement which France intended to ſend to 
Egypt amounted to 1200 Men, and that the Sup- 
ply of Military Stores conſiſted chiefly of 10,000 
. Muſkets. The Language of M. Otto in this Part 
of our Converſation, and of M. Talleyrand's Letter, 
appeared to me to be ſo decifive and peremptory, 
that I was induced to inquire of him diſtinctly, 
whether I was to underſtand that this Stipulation - 
was a Point from which the French Government 
would not recede ? M. Otto replied, that, in his 
Opinion, the French Government would not recede 
from it. 

On my adverting to the Variation in the 5th 
Article between the Counter-Projet and the French 
Projet, by which the latter ſtipulates, that the 
French Frigates and ſmaller Ships of War ſhould 
be allowed freely to ſail from and return to the 
Ports of France which have hitherto been in a State 
of Blocade, M. Otto remarked, that the Motive which 
induced the French Government to inſiſt on this 
Clauſe was the Defire of opening a ſecure Mode of 
Communication between France and her diſtant 
Poſſeſſions. To this Inſinuation I replied, that if 


ſuch was the ſole 9 which France had in view, 
it 


C us 1 


it might be as effectually attained by the Employ- 
ment of unarmed Veſſels as of Ships of War. M. 
Otto did not appear deſirous of urging this Point 
much farther, but concluded this Part of the Con- 
verſation by expreſſing his Conviction, that the 
French Government- would infiſt upon this Point, 
and conſidered itſelf as having gone to the utmoſt 
extent of Sacrifice which could with Juſtice be re- 
quired from it, in conſenting that the Ships of the 
Line ſhould not alter their Poſition. With reſpe& 
to that Part of the Counter-Projet which reſtraing 
the Conveyance by Sea of Naval or Military Stores, 
M. Otto is of Opinion that the French Govern- 
ment would agree to that Reſtriction. 

The 6th Article in the French Projet, although 
entirely new, was not conſidered by M. Otto as 
likely to be inſiſted upon by his Government ; but 
he declined giving any poſitive Opinion to that Ef- 
fect, until he had had farther Time for the Conſi- 
deration of its Tendency. 

M. Otto's principal ObjeQion to the Form i in 
which the Article marked 6 in the Counter-Projet 
is worded, was founded on an Opinion, that unleſs 
Great Britain and France aſſumed the Right of in- 
cluding their reſpectire Allies in the Naval Armiſ- 
tice, without waiting for their expreſs Concurrence 
in it, much Delay would neceſſarily ariſe, and the 
two Powers (Great Britain and France) might be 
involved in freſh Hoſtilities in conſequence of either 
of them deeming it expedient to attack the Allies 
of the other. He afterwards intimated a Perſuafion, 
that the Article might be amended by inſerting a 


I 2 Clauſe 
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Clauſe which mould fix a ſpecific Period in which 
the Allies of Great Britain or France ſhould ſignify 
their Acceſſion to or Diſſent from the N aval 
Armiſtice. 

Towards the Cloſe of our . M. Otto 
acquainted me that he would ſtate to me in Writing 
the Objections to the Counter-Projet which he had 
received from your Lordſhip, and his Obſervations 
on the Objections that had been made by me to the 
Projet which he had delivered. 

I have now endeavoured to give your Lordſhip a 

faithful Account of the Subſtance of my Conference 
with M. Otto. The very ample Inſtructions with 
which I was provided, and which (as I have men- 
' tioned in the Beginning of this Letter) I read to M. 
Otto, precluded me from adding many Obſerva- 
tions; and as I have promiſed to communicate to 
that Gentleman Extracts of ſuch Part of my In- 


ſtructions as relate to the 4th and 5th Articles, 
the two eſſential Subjects of Difference between us, 


he will have the Means of retracing in his Recol- 
lection the preciſe Grounds of the Objections to his 
Propoſal which have occurred to His * s Go- 
vernment. ORE: 
Before I . this Letter, I cannot urls 
mentioning, thatin the Courſe of our Converſation, 
M. Otto threw. out the moſt pointed Aſſertiöns of 
the Determination of France, in the Event of the 
Naval Armiſtice not being concluded, to purſue 
the Courſe of her Victories in Germany and in Italy, 
and of the Facilities that the Conqueſt of Naples 
and Sicily (Events which he regarded as ſpeedy and 
inevitable 
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inevitable) would afford to the French Govern- 
ment of obtaining by Force thoſe Objects relative 
to Egypt and Malta which it had expected to ac- 
quire through the Naval Armiſtice. Of theſe Aſ- 
ſertions, though frequently repeated, I judged it 
proper to take no Notice, but to recal his Att en- 
tion to the Subject immediately under Diſcuſſion. 1 

1 have: the Honour to be, Ke. 
GEO. HAMMOND. ' 
The Right Hon. Lard bent. 1 
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N 2 
{> Hereford Street, 4 Vendemiare, An = 
5 = (26 Sept. 1800.) 

E m'emprefſe de vous envoyer le Reſume des 
Obſervations que j'ai eu PHonneur de vous faire 
ſur les principaux Points conteſtes ; je déſire bien 
ſincèrement que Votre Miniſtère les trouve ſatisfai- 
ſantes. Je vous prie en meme Tems de vouloir 
bien m adreſſer, comme nous en ſommes convenus, 
Copie des eee purgpels repondent ces 


Obſervations. 3 io range 811 
Pai YHpogens, Gere ayer haute e 
&c. 2 ge , TL Raye! a5, fy 


"(Signe) orro. 5 
M. l. "Sous Secritaire 4 Flat. ; 3 Bebe” 
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(TRANSLATION) 


Hereford Street, 4 Vendemiare, Year % 
. 26, 1800.) 


Sir, 


J LOSE no Time in ending you the Subſtance of 
the Obſervations which I had the Honor of 
making to you upon the principal conteſted Points; 
I moſt fincerely wiſh that your. Miniſtry may think 
them ſatisfactory. I beg of you, at the ſame Time, 
to have the Goodneſs to addreſs to me, as was 
agreed upon between us, a Copy of the Reaſonings 
to which theſe Obſervations are in Anſwer. I 
have the Honor, &c. heb” 2 
e wes | (Signed) OTTO. 
Oe Re f e 


(No. 41 y 1 11% 9114 aue All 
LE Citoyen Otto n'ayant Hee dans las Obſer- 
vations qui lui ont été faites par Monſ. Ham- 
mond, que trois Objets qui lui paroiſſent reellement 
de Nature à retarder la Concluſion de l' Armiſtice 
propoſe, 8'eſt reſerve de les prendre en Conſideration 
et d'y repondre par Ecrit. 
Apres avoir murement reflechie ſur le Bit de la 


Treve Maritime ſur la Poſition actuelle de la France 
"Lacs et 
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et de ſes Ennèemis, ſur l'Influence que cette Nego- 
ciation doit avoir à PEgard de la Pacification Gene- 
rale, il doit faire ſur les Points conteſtés les Obſer- 
vations ſuivants: 

1. L' Article 4, en accordant dix milles Rations 
par Jour a la Garniſon de Malthe, n'a pas ſeule- 
ment en Vue les Troupes effectives de la Rẽpubli- 
que, mais toutes les Perſonnes attachees à la Garni- 
ſon, et meme les Habitans de la Place. Le Citoyen 


Otto ne croit pas qu'il ſoit poſſible de diminuer 


cette Quantite, cependant pour ecarter autant que 
poſſible PObjeQion qui lui a été faite, et pour fe 


rapprocher de plus en plus de la Fagon de voir du 


Gouvernement Anglais, il conſent a borner cette 


Evaluation au premier Mois, Delai neceflaire pour 


donner aux Commiſſaires reſpectifs la Facilite de 
convenir de la Quotitẽ ſuffiſante pour I' Entretien 
de la Garniſon & de la Place. 

Le ſecond Point renfermee dans l' Article 4 tou- 
chant l' Expedition libre de Six Fregates pour 
PEgypte paroit avoir donné plus d'Inquiẽtude en- 
core que le Precedent, il a ete PObjet d'une Diſ- 
cuſſion plus animee. A cet Egard le Citoyen Otto 
ne peut s' empècher d' obſerver de nouveau, que fi 
le Gouvernement Francois a propoſe d'aſſimiler les 
Places d'Egypte a celles d' Ulm et Ingolſtadt, il n'a 
pu le faire, et il ne Pa fait effectivement que par 
Analogie qu'il y a entre ces Places à l' Egard du 
Blocus, car ſous tout autre Rapport la Comparai- 
ſon eut ẽtẽ inexacte. En Effet Perſonne n'ignore 
que les Places d Egypte ne ſont pas comme Ulm ec 


14 Ingolſtadt 
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Ingolſtadt dans le Cas d'ẽtre approvifientes, puiſqu*on 
ne ſauroit les empecher de tirer des Pays environ- 
nans toutes les Subſiſtances qui leur ſont nẽceſſaires; 
que d' ailleurs ces Places ne ſont pas tellement blo- 
quees qu' Elles puiſſent tomber facilement au Pou- 
voir des Ennemis. On n'a donc pit entendre par 
cette Comparaiſon que l' Intention de faire accorder 
à ces Places bloquees par les Forces Ennemis, des 
Avantages analogues à ceux qui ont été accordes 
aux Places d'Allemagne, et ces Avantages ne peu- 
vent Etre determines que par les Stipulations ſpeci- 
ales de la Convention qu'il s'agit de conclure. Le 
Paſſage libre de Six Fregates ne ſauroit ajouter con- 
ſiderablement à la Defenſe de Y Armie d*Egypte ; il 
ſervira ſeulement a prouver a cette Armee que le 
Gouvernement Frangois s*occupe de ſon Sort, juſq ua 
ce qu'il puiſſe Ctre definitivement fixẽ par un Traite 
de Paix. En ſe rappelant les Circonſtances qui ont 
ſuivi la Capitulation ſignee par Sir Sidney Smith, le 
Citoyen Otto ne ſauroit ſe convaincre de FIncon- 
venance d'un pareil Arrangement relativement a la 
Porte, et il voit a Regret que les Obſervations qui 
Lui ont ẽtẽ faites par Monſ. Hammond ne lui pre- 
ſentent aucun Motif ſuffiſant pour renoncer à cette 
Demande, dont le Succes peut ſeul etablir une Sorte 
d' Analogie entreles Places d*Egypte et celles d'Ulm. 
et d'Ingolſtadt. 

2, L'Article 5 du nouveau Projet differe ſous 
pluſieurs Rapports de celui du Contre-Projet du 
Miniſtere Britannique; mais il differe bien plus 
encore du premier Projet que le Citoyen Otto a eu 

| PHonneur 
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I'Honneur de remettre, en ce qu'il admet qu/aucun 
Vaiſſeau de Ligne actuellement mouille dans les 
Ports de Breſt et de Toulon ne pourra en ſortir 
pendant la Durée de VArmiſtice. Le Gouverne- 
ment Frangois penſe que, ſurtout dans la Saiſon 
actuelle, cette Conceſſion va auſſi loin qu*Elle peut 
aller, et qu*en admettant qu*aucun Navire arme ne 
ſortira des dits Ports, ils laifſeroient ces Ports reel- 
lement dans le meme Etat on ils ſe trouvent dans 
ce Moment-ci, meme dans un Etat moins favora- 
ble, puiſque le Moment weſt peut-Ctre pas bien 
Eloigne ou les Forces Britanniques n'empecheront 
pas ces Vaiſſeaux de ſortir. Tout ce que le Citoyen 
Otto pourra accorder à PEgard de cet Article, c'eſt 
qu*aucune Munition navale ne puiſſe etre importee 
par Mer dans les Ports de Toulon et de Breſt, mais 
il doit infiſter que les Fregates et Corvettes puiſſent 
en ſortir librement. Si cette Conceſſion donne I 
la France l' Avantage de communiquer efficacement 
avec ſes Colonies, il eſt l' Equivalent de celui que 

 PAngleterre retire de l' Armiſtice pour ſon Com- 
merce, qui, a l' Ombre de cette Convention, pourra 
ſe porter dans toutes les Parties du Monde ſans 
etre inquiẽtẽ par les Corſaires Frangois. 

Que fi Von vouloit encore en appeller à une 
Comparaiſon entre l' Armiſtice Continental et la 
Treve Maritime, cette Comparaiſon ſeroit entiere- 
ment au Defavantage de la France. Sur le Conti- 
nent, les Armees Frangoiſes et Autrichiennes jouiſ- 
ſent reciproquement de la meme Liberte de prendre 
en de ca de la Ligne de Demarcation les Poſitions 


qui 
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qui leur parolſſent les plus avantageuſes; par l' Ar- 
miſtice Maritime au contraire, P Angleterre con- 
ſerve ſeule le Droit de diſpoſer de ſes Eſcadres tandis 
que les Vaiſſcaux de Ligne Francois reſtent dans 
leurs Ports, et ne peuvent entrer dans aucune 
Combination hoſtile contre la Grande Bretagne. 
3. L' Article 6 du nouveau Projet touchant les 
Troupes Angloiſes qui pourront etre debarquees en 
Italie, a ẽtẽ conſidere comme une Prẽtenſion nou- 
velle de la France, puiſqu'elle n'en avait fait aucune 
Mention dans ſon premier Projet ; mais cette Pre- 


tenſion (ſi Elle peut-Etre appellee ainſi) n'eſt que la 


Suite naturelle d'une Conceſſion egalement nouvelle 
faite par la France, en offrant de comprendre dans 
IArmiſtice les Allies de la Grande Bretagne. II 
ſeroit en Effet impoſſible de faire jour le Roi de Na- 
ples des Avantages de cette 'Treve, et lui laiſſer en 
meme Tems la Faculté de ſe renforcer et de pre- 
parer de nouveaux Moyens d'Attaque contre la 
Republique. | 
Le Citoyen Otto doit ſe borner à ces Obſerva- 
tions qui lui paroiflent le plus importantes. D'autres 
Objections qui lui ont Ete faites, et qui ne portent 
en grande Partie que ſur la Rẽdaction de la Con- 
vention projetẽe, pourront Ctre facilement levees. 


(TRANS- 
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| (TRANSLATION.) | 


CITIZEN Otto having obſerved, in the Remarks 
made to him by Mr. Hammond, three Points 
only which appear to him to be really of a Nature 
to retard the Concluſion of the propoſed Armiſtice, 
reſerved them for future Conſideration, and an 


Anſwer in Writing. 


After having maturely reflected upon the Object 


of the Maritime Truce, upon the actual Poſition of 
France and of her Enemies, upon the Influence 
which this Negociation muſt have with regard to a 
general Pacification, he feels it his Duty to make 
the following Obſervations upon the diſputed 
Points: 1 Ly 


1. The fourth Article, in granting 10,000 Ra. 


tions per Diem to the Garriſon of Malta, has not 
only in view the effective Troops of the Republic, 
but all the Perſons attached to the Garriſon, and 


even 'the Inhabitants of the Place. The Citizen 


Otto does not think that it is poſſible to diminiſh 
that Quantity ; nevertheleſs, in order to remove, 
as much as poſſible, the Objection which has been 
ſtated to him, and to accommodate himſelf as 
much as poſſible to the Manner in which rhe Sub- 
ject is viewed by the Engliſh Government, he con- 
ſents to limit that Eſtimate to the firſt Month, a 
Period neceſſary to afford to the reſpective Commiſ- 
ſaries, the Means of agreeing upon the Amount 

7 247841 which 
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which may be neceſſary for the — of the Gar- 
riſon of the Place. 

The ſecond Point contained in the 4th Article, 
reſpecting the Liberty of diſpatching ſix Frigates to 
Egypt, appears to have given ſtill more Uneaſineſs 
than the preceding one, and has given riſe to a 
more animated Diſcuſſion. Upon this Subje& Ci- 
tizen Otto cannot avoid again remarking, that, if 
the French Government propoſed to aſſimilate the 
Places in Egypt to thoſe of Ulm and Ingolſtadt, i ir 
could only do ſo, and has in Truth only done ſo, 
from the Analogy that there is between theſe Places 
with reſpect to the Blockade; for, in every other 
Reſpect, the Compariſon is inexact; in fact, No- 
body is ignorant that the Places of Egypt are not, 
like Ulm and Ingolſtadt, in Want of being virual- 
led, ſince they cannot be prevented from drawing 
from the ſurrounding Countries all the Subſiſtence 
they require; that, beſides, thoſe: Places are not 
blockaded in ſuch a Manner as to make it probable 
that they ſhould fall into the Hands of the Enemies, 
By that Compariſon therefore it could only be 
meant that there ſhould be granted to the Places 
blockaded by the Forces of the Enemies, Advan- 
tages analogous to thoſe which have been granted to 
the Places in Germany,” which Advantages can 
only be aſcertained by the ſpecial Stipulations' of 
the Convention which it is propoſed to conclude. 
The free Paſſage of ſix Frigates cannot add any 
conſiderable Strength to the Army of Egypt; it 
will only ſerve to prove to that Army that the 

| | French 
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French Government takes an Intereſt in its Fate, 
until it ſhall be definitively ſettled by a Treaty of 
Peace. In reviewing, the Circumſtances which have 
followed the Capitulation ſigned by Sir Sidney 
Smith, Citizen Otto cannot perceive the Impro- 
priety of ſuch an Arrangement, relatively to the 
Porte, and he ſces with Regret that the Obſervations 
made to him by Mr. Hammond do not offer any 
adequate Motive for relinquiſhing that Demand; 
the Acquieſcence in which can alone eſtabliſh any 
Kind of Analogy between the Places of Egypt and 
thoſe of Ulm and Ingolſtadt. 

2. The fifth Article of the new Projet ters k in 
ſeveral Reſpects from that of the Counter - Projet 
of the Britiſh Miniſtry; but it differs much more 
ſtill from the Firſt Projet which Citizen Otto had 
the Honor of preſenting, inaſmuch as it admits 
that no Ship of the Line now at Anchor in the 
Ports of Breſt and Toulon, ſhall go out thereof 
during the Continuance of the Armiſtice. The 
French Government is of Opinion that this Con- 
ceſſion, and more elpecially in the preſent Seaſon, 
goes as far as it can go; and that by admitting that 
no armed Veſſel ſhould go out of the ſaid Ports, 
they would leave thoſe Ports really in the ſame 
State in which they are at preſent; indeed in a 
State even leſs favourable, ſince the Time is per- 
haps not far off when the Britiſh Forces will not 
prevent thoſe Veſſels from going out. All that 
Citizen Otto can concede, with regard to this Ar- 


ticle, is, that no Naval Stores ſhall be imported by 
Sea 
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Sea into the Ports of Toulon and Breſt; but he muſt 
inſiſt upon the free Egreſs of Frigates and Sloops. 
If this Conceſſion give to France the Advantage of 
an effectual Communication with her Colonies, it 
is an Equivalent to that derived from this Armiſtice 
to the Commerce of England; which under the 
Protection of this Convention can extend itſelf to 
all Parts of the World, without being moleſted by 
French Privateers. 
That, beſides if a Rieter were made to the 

Compariſon between the Continental Armiſtice and 
the Maritime Truce, that Compariſon would be 
found to be entirely to the Diſadvantage of France. 
Upon the Continent, the French and. Auſtrian 
Armies reciprocally enjoy the ſame Liberty of tak- 
ing, within the Line of Demarcation, thoſe Poſi- 
tions which appear moſt advantageous to them ; 
By the Maritime Armiſtice, on the contrary, En- 
gland preſerves alone the Right of diſpoſing of her 
Squadrons, whilſt the French Ships of the Line 
remain in their Ports, and cannot enter into any 
Hoſtile Combination againſt Great Britain. 

3. The fixth Article of the new Projet, reſpect- 
ing the Engliſh Troops which may be allowed to 
land in Italy, has been conſidered as a new Preten- 

ſion on the Part of France, ſince ſhe had made no 
Mention of it in her firſt Projet; but this Preten- 
ſion (if it can be called fo) is only the natural Con- 
ſequence of a Conceſſion alike new, made by France, 

in offering to include 1 in the Armiſtice the Allies of 
Great 
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Great Britain. It would indeed be impoſſible to 
allow the King of Naples to enjoy Advantages from 
this Truce, and to leave him alſo the Power of re- 
inforeing and of preparing freſh — of Attack 
againſt the Republic, 

Citizen Otto confines himſelf to theſe Obſer. 
"vations which he deems of moſt Importance. 
Other Objections which have been made, and which 
in great Meaſure relate- to the Form of drawing 
up the propoſed Convention, might be a 
obviated. | 


e NOTE. 


Downing Street, Sept. 26, 1800. 


M R. Hammond is directed to acquaint M. Otto 
that the Obſervations contained in his Note 
this Day received by Mr. Hammond, have been 
laid before His Majeſty's Government. 

The King's Servants regret that M. Otto's In- 
ſtructions are not ſufficiently extenſive to enable 
him to furniſh the Means of Accommodation on 
thoſe Points which prevent the Cones of a 


Naval Armiſtice. 
The ofily Object which His Majeſty has had in 
View in this Diſcuſſion has been repeatedly ſtated, 


as well as thoſe Conſiderations which appear to 
Him 
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Him neceſſarily to limit the Extent of the Conceſ- 


ſions which it is onde: for Him to make i in this 
Reſpect. 


It is not conceived that any- 888 can \ ariſe 
from a new Statement ,of the. ſame 'Topics, eſpe- 
.cially as it 18 not doubted that M. Otto in his Re- 
port of the different Arguments ſtated by Mr. 
Hammond in their Conference, will bring them 
in the fulleſt Manner under the Conſideration of 
his Government. In offering theſe Conceſſions, 
His Majeſty has given a ſtrong Proof of his Wil- -. 
lingneſs to make a conſiderable Sacrifice of the 
particular Intereſts of this Country in order to fa- 
cilitate thoſe Negotiations for General Peace in 
which He has expreſſed His Readineſs to concur. 
He ſtill perſeveres in the ſame Diſpoſitions, and 
will be willing to join in any proper * to be 
taken for that ene 


M. Otto. 
(No. 43.) | 5 
Hereford Street, le 6 Vendemiaire, 
(28 Sept. 1800.) 
Monſieur, 


Al regu la Note, que vous m' avez fait PHonneur 

de m'adrefler le 26, et Je me ſuts empreſſẽ d'en 
tranſmettre le Contenu à mon Gouvernement, 
de 
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de meme que les Obſervations renfermees dans la 
Piece que j'ai W de vous renvoyer Cl- 
joint. 

Le Miniſtere de Sa Majeſte a rendu Juſtice à mes 
Intentions en ſe perſuadant que j'enverrois en France 
un Compte detaille et exact de la Converſation que 
Jai eu PHonneur d'entretenir avec vous. Je n'al 
rien negligẽ pour faire conn6itre au Premier Con- 
ſul toute VEtendue des Obſervations que vous avez 
ẽtẽ charge de me communiquer. Quelque ſoit le 
Reſultat de cette Tentative des deux Gouverne- 

mens de retablir la Tranquillite generale de VEu- 
rope, je dois me feliciter d'avoir ẽtẽ pres du Mini- 


ſtere de Sa Majeſts 'Organe des Diſpoſitions paci- 


fiques de la France, & d'avoir ẽtẽ charge de tranſ- 

mettre à mon Gouvernement PAflurance des Diſ- 

poſitions Egalement conciliantes de Sa Majeſts, 
Pai VHonneur d*etre avec la plus haute Con- 


ſideration, | 
Monſieur, &c. 


(Signe) OTTO. 
M. Hammond, Sous Secretaire d Etat. 


K (TRANS- 


13 


(rRANsLATTION.) 


Hereford Street, 6 Vendemiaire. 
(Sept. 28, 1800.) 

Sir, 720 
HAVE received the Note, which you did me 
the Honor to addreſs to me on the 26th, and I 

loſt no Time in forwarding the Contents to my 

Government; and alſo the Obſervations contained 

in the Piece which I have now the Honor to return 

incloſed. . 

Hlis Majeſty's Miniſtry has done Juſtice to my In- 

tentions, in being perſuaded that I would fend to 

France a detailed and exact Account of the Con- 

verſation which I had the Honor of having with 

you. I have done every Thing in my Power to 
make the Firſt Conſul acquainted with the whole 

Extent of the Obſervations which you were direct- 

ed to communicate to me. 

Whatever may be the Reſult of this Attempt of 
the two Governments to re-eſtabliſh the general 
Tranquillity of Europe, I ought to congratulate 
myſelf for having been, to the Miniſtry of His 
Majeſty, the Organ of the pacific Diſpoſitions of 
France; and for having been charged to tranſmit 
to my Government the Aſſurance of the equally 
conciliatory Diſpoſitions of His Majeſty. I have 
the Honor to be with the higheſt Conſideration, 


(Signed) OTTO. 
To Mr. Hammond, UnderSecretary of State. 
(No. 44-) 


* 1 


(No. 44.) 
Hereford Street, 14 Vendemiaire, An 9, 
(6 OR. 1800.) 


Monſieur, 


MONSIEUR George n'<tant pas encore de re- 
tour, j'ai 'Honneur de m' adreſſer directement 
à vous pour vous demander une Entrevue dans 
Park-Place, ou dans tout autre Endroit que vous | 
Jugerez, a propos de deſigner. | 
| Jai FHonneur d'ttre, &c. | 
(Signe) OTTO. j 


M. Hammond, Sous Stcretaire dq Etat. 


(TRANSLATION.) 


Hereford Street, 14 Vendemiaite, Year 9. | 


_- 6, _ 
Sir, 


Mx George not ot being yet 8 I have the 

Honor to addreſs myſelf directly to you, to re- 
queſt that-you will meet me in Park-Place, or inany 
other Place which you ſhall think proper to appoint. 
I have the Honor to be, &c. 


TO Signed) OTTO. 
Mr. Hammond. ( 8 ö 
9 K 2 (No. 45 Y 


3 


(No. 45.) 


Sir, Downing Street, Oct. 8, 1800. 
N endeavouring to make, for the Information of 


His Majeſty's Miniſters, as accurate a Repreſen- 
tation as I could of the Purport of the Communi- 


cation which you Yeſterday made to me verbally, 
I have felt ſo much Anxiety leſt, in an Affair of 
ſuch Importance, there ſhould be any Miſ-ſtate- 
ment on my Part of what you faid, that I cannot 


help expreſſing to you my. earneſt Deſire that you 
would ſend me a written Minute of the Subſtance 


of this Anſwer in the ſame Manner as has been 
done in all the other Stages of this Diſcuſſion. 
I have the Honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) GEO. HAMMOND. 
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M. Otto. 


(No. 46.) 
Hereford Street, le 16 Vendemiaire, An 9. 
(8 Oct. 1800.) 
Monſieur, g 
14 regũ la Lettre que vous m'avez fait l Honneur 
de m'adreſſer ce Matin pour me demander la 
Subſtance par Ecrit de la Communication que j'ai 
| Ete charge de vous faire, vuque l' Importance de 
PObjet dont il s'agit vous fait craindre de n' avoir 


pas 


14 


pas completement ſaiſi le Sens de cette Communica- 
tion. Je m'empreſle en conſequence de vous en 


adrefler le Reſume. 


| Les dernieres Notes echanges et pluſieurs Evene- 


mens importans, qui ont completement change les 
Baſes ſur leſquelles devoit &etablir P Armiſtice pro- 
pole, ayant mis un Terme à la Negociation entamee 


j'ai eu 'Honneur de vous informer, que nonobſtant 


les Circonſtances qui $'oppoſent à la Concluſion 
d'une Treve Maritime, le Premier Conſul eſt inva- 
riablement diſpoſe à regevoir les Ouvertures qui 
pourront ęétre relatives à une Negociation particu- 
liere entre la France et la Grande Bretagne, et que 
le Mode d'une pareille Ouverture depend entière- 
ment du Choix de Sa Majeſte ; que lorſque le Roi 
jugera à propos d' envoyer pour cet Effet un Pleni- 
potentiaire a Paris, je ſuis autoriſe non ſeulement à 
y conſentir, mais à lui remettre le Paſſeport nẽcẽſ- 
faire : Que ſi d'une autre Cote Sa Majeſte prẽfère 
que les Negociations preliminaires ſoient entamẽes 


a Londres il me ſera envoye _ cet Effet des 


Pouvoirs ſpeciaux. | 
Jai l'Honneur d'Ctre avec une haute Conſi- 


deration, 
Monſteur, &c. - 


(Signe) OTTO. 


M. Hammond, Sous Secretaire d' Etat. 
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En 


(TRANSLATION.) 


Hereford Street, 16 Vendemiaire, Year 9. 
er 8, 1800.) 
Sir, 


HAVE received the Letter which you did me 
the Honor to addreſs to me this Morning, re- 
queſting that I would acquaint you in Writing with 
the Subſtance of the Communication which I have 
been directed to make to you, the Importance of 
the Object to which it relates rendering you appre- 


henſive leſt you ſhould not completely have ſeized 
the Meaning of the Communication, I haſten 


therefore to tranſmit the Subſtance of it to you. 
The laſt Notes which were exchanged, and ſe- 

veral important Events, which have completely 

changed the Baſis upon which the propoſed Ar- 


miſtice was to have been eſtabliſhed, having put 


an End to the Negotiation on Foot, I had the 


Honor to inform you, that notwithſtanding the 
_ Circumſtances which are oppoſed to the Concluſion 


of a Maritime Truce, the Firſt Conſul is invariably 
diſpoſed to receive any Overtures relative to a ſe- 


parate Negotiation between France and Great Bri- 


tain, and that the Mode of ſuch Overture entirely 
depends upon the Option of His Majeſty : That 
when the King ſhall think proper to ſend for that 
Purpoſe a Plenipotentiary to Paris, I am autho- 


_ Tized not only to conſent to it, but to deliver to 


him the neceſſary — as if on the con- 
trary 
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trary His Majeſty ſhould prefer that the nt 
nary Negotiations ſhould be begun at London, 
ſpecial Powers will be ſent to me for that Purpoſe, 


I have the Honor, &c. | 
(Signed) OTTO. 
Mr. Hammond. 


— nm m 


Sir, Downing Street, Oct. 9, 1800. 


1 HAVE the Honor to acknowledge the Receipt 
of your Letter of Yeſterday's Date; and I 
am directed in return to acquaint you, 


That His Majeſty's Government entirely agrees 
in the Opinion there expreſſed, that all further 


Diſcuſſion of the Terms of a Naval Armiſtice 
would be ſuperfluous, as the only Object which it 
was propoſed to His Majeſty to ſecure by ſuch an 
Arrangement has in the mean Time been made 
the Ground of ſeparate- Sacrifices 3 from 
his Ally. 

With reſpect to the Propoſal of opening Nego- 
tiations for a ſeparate Peace, His Majeſty, retain- 
ing always the ſincere Deſire which he has uni- 
formly expreſſed for the Reſtoration of General 
Tranquillity in Europe, muſt at the ſame Time 


renew his former Declarations of an invariable 
K 4 Determi- 


/ 


the War. 
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Determination to execute with Punctuality and 
good Faith his Engagements with his Allies; and 
muſt therefore ſteadily decline to enter into any 
Meaſures tending to ſeparate his Intereſts from 
thoſe of the Powers who ſhall continue to make 
Common Cauſe with him in the Proſecution of 


I am, &e. EE 
(Signed) GEO. HAMMOND, 


M. Otto. 
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APPENDIX. 
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Extrait d'une Note du Baron de Thugut à Monſieur 
Talleyrand, en Date du Vienne, le 11 Aoiit 1800. 


LEMPEREUR m'a ordonne, Monſieur, de faire 
puarvenir au Premier Conſul, par votre Ca- 
nal, VInvitation pour l'Aſſemblẽe immediate de 
Plenipotentiares reſpectifs, qui de bonne Foi et 
avec Zele 8'occupent 2 concerter, ſous le moindre 
Delai poſſible, les Moyens du Retablifſement de la 
Tranquillite générale, apres lequel l Europe ſouf- 
frante ſoupire vainement depuis fi long Tems ; Sa 
Majeſtẽ oſe ſe flatter de trouver dans cette Meſure 
le prompt Accompliflement de ſes Vœux pacifiques 
Jautant plus ſirement, que le Roi de la Grande 
Bretagne, ſon Allie, vient de lui faire declarer 
qu'il eſt pret à concourir de ſon Cõtẽ aux memes 
Negociations, ainſi qu'il conſte par la Copie ci- 
jointe de la Note Officielle remiſe ici par Lord Min- 
to, Envoye Extraordinaire et Miniſtre PlEnipoten- 
tiaire de Sa Majeſte Britannique, Il ne s'agit 
donc 
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done plus que du Choix du Lieu pour la Reunion 


des Plenipotentiaires, dont il ſera ſans Doute fa- 
cile de convenir, et pour lequel Sa Majeſte penſe 


qu' afin de faciliter les Communications des Pleni- 


potentiaires avec leurs Gouvernemens reſpectifs, 
il ſerait à- propos de preferer un Point i-peu-pres 
central, tel que Sheleſtat, Luneville, &c. ou tel 
autre Endroit, ſur lequel pour gagner du Tems, le 
Gouvernement Francais pourrait s' entendre directe- 
ment avec le Gouvernement Britannique. D'après 
la Declaration que j'ai l' Honneur de tranſmettre 
ici à votre Excellence d' Ordre expres de Sa Ma- 
jeſts, et d'après les Diſpoſitions également paci- 
fiques de Sa MajeſtE Britannique, il ne dépendra 
deſormais que du Gouvernement Frangais d'accẽlé- 
rer Pheureux Moment qui doit rendre le Repos à 
Europe fi cruellement dechiree par une Guerre 
deſtructive. 


(Signe) Baron de THUGUT. 
M. Talleyr and. 


(TRANS. 
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A. 


51 (TRANSLATION.) 


Extract of a Note from Baron Thugut to M. Tal- 
n dated Vienna, the 11th * 1800. 


"HE Emperor has ordered me, Sir, to convey 

to the Firſt Conſul, through your Channel, 
the Invitation for the immediate Meeting of the 
reſpective Plenipotentiaries, who with good Faith 
and Zeal are occupied in concerting, with as little 
Delay as poſſible, the Means of re-eſtabliſhing ge- 
neral Tranquility, after which ſuffering. Europe 
has long ſighed in vain ; His Majeſty flatters Him- 
ſelf, that through that Meaſure His pacific Wiſhes 
will be- ſpeedily accompliſhed with the more Cer- 
tainty, becauſe the King of Great Britain, His Ally, 
has juſt cauſed it to be declared to Him that He is 
ready, on His Part, to concur in the ſame Negotia- 
tions, as it appears by the encloſed Copy of the 
Official Note delivered here by Lord Minto, His 
Britannic Majeſty's Envoy Extraordinary and Mi- 
niſter Plenipotentiary. It only remains, therefore, 
to agree upon the Place at which the Plenipoten- 
tiaries ſhall meet, which will doubtleſs be eaſily 
ſettled. In order to facilitate the Intercourſe of 
the Plenipotentiaries with their reſpective Govern- 
ments, His Majeſty thinks that it would be advi- 
fable to give the Preference to ſome Place nearly 
central, ſuch as Schelſtat, Luneville, &c. or ſome 


other 


% 


L 


other with reſpect to which, in Order to ſave Time, 
the French Government might come to an Under- 
ſtanding directly with the Britiſh Government. 
According to the Declaration which, by His Ma- 
jeſty's expreſs Order, I have now the Honor to 
tranſmit to your Excellency, and according to the 
equally pacific Diſpoſitions which His Britannic 
Majeſty has teſtified, it will henceforward depend 
upon the French Government alone to accelerate 
the happy Moment of the Reſtoration of Repoſe 
to Europe ſo cruelly 25 2255 a deſtructive 
War. | 
(Signed) Baron de THUGUT 


M. Talleyrand. 


B. 

LE Souſſignẽ Envoye Extraordinaire et Miniſtre 
Plenipotentiaire de Sa Majeſte Britannique n'a 
pas manque de tranſmettre a ſa Cour toutes les 
Communications qui lui ont ẽtẽ faites d'Ordres de 
PEmpereur par Son Excellence Monſieur le Baron 
de Thugut, relativement aux Correſpondences 
qui ont eu Lieu entre Sa Majeſte PEmpereur et le 
GouvernementFrangais, ſur des Ouvertures de Paix. 


Le Souſhgne 8eſt trouvẽ en conſequence charge 
de 
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de temoigner la Satisfaction qu'a donne à Sa Ma- 
jeſtẽ cette Marque de Confiance de la Part de Sa 
M.ajeſtẽ Imperiale et Royale. Le Souſligne ne dif- 
fere pas, d' après les Autoriſations qu'il vient de re- 
cevoir, de declarer que Sa Majeſté Britannique, 
defirant donner à PEmpereur et a toute l'Europe 
les Preuves les plus evidentes de ſon Union par- 
faite et cordiale avec Sa Majeſté Imperiale et Roy- 
ale, et du Prix qu' Elle attache à la Conſervation 
conſtante du Concert et de l' Amitiẽ intime qui 
ſont fi heureuſement Etablis entre leurs Couronnes 
et leurs Peuples, eſt diſpoſce à concourir avec l' Au- 
triche aux Negotiations qui pourront avoir Lieu 
pour une Pacification Générale, et à envoyer ſes 
Plenipotentiaires pour traiter de la Paix de Concert 
avec Sa Majeſte Imperiale et Royale, auſſitot que 
VIntention du Gouvernement Francais d' entrer en 
du avec 8a Majeſte Britannique lui ſera 
connue. 

Le Souſſigné aint avec Empreſſement cette 
Occaſion de renouveller à Son Excellence les Aſſu- 
rances 4 ſa Conſideration la plus diſtinguee. 


(Signe) MINTO. 
v ce 9 d' Aoũt 1800. 


(TRANs- 
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(TRANSLATION. ) 


HE Underſigned, His Britannic Majeſty's 
_ . Envoy Extraordinary and Miniſter Plenipoten- 
tiary, did not fail to tranſmit to his Court all the 
Communications which have been made to him 
by the Emperor's Direction, by his Excellency 
Baron Thugut, relative to the Correſpondence 
which has taken place between His Majeſty the 
Emperor and the French Government reſpecting 
Overtures for Peace. The Underſigned has in 
conſequence been direQed to intimate the Satis- 
faction which His Majeſty has received from this 
Mark of Confidence on the Part of His Imperial 
and Royal Majeſty. The Underſigned does not 
delay, after the Authority which he has juſt re- 
ceived, to declare that His Britannic Majeſty, de- 
ſirous at all Times of giving to the Emperor and 
to all Europe the cleareſt Proofs of His perfect and 
cordial Union with His Imperial and Royal Ma- 
jeſty, and of the Value which he attaches to the 
conſtant Preſervation of the intimate Concert and 
Friendſhip which are ſo happily eſtabliſhed between 
their Crowns and their Subjects, is. diſpoſed to 
concur with Auſtria in the Negotiations which 
may take place for a general Pacification, and to 
ſend His Plenipotentiaries to treat for Peace in 
Concert with His Imperial and Royal Majeſty, as 
ſoon as the Intention of the French Government 
| to 
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to enter into a Negotiation with His Britannic 
Majeſty ſhall be known to Him. 


The Underſigned eagerly ſeizes this Occaſion of 


renewing to his Excellency the Aſſurance of his 
moſt diſtinguiſhed Conſideration. 


Vienna, Aug. 9, 1800. 


* 
C. 

Kleber General en Chef, Commandant PArmee 
Frangaiſe en Egypte, à ſon Excellence le Cai- 

makam de la Sublime Porte, Illuſtre parmi les 

Grands, Eclaires et Sages; que Dieu lui donne 

une longue Vie pleine de Gloire et de Bonheur. 
Salut et Amitic. 


VOrRE Excellence a ſans Doute £6 informs 

de la Marche et du Reſultat des Negociations 
que Javais conclues avec Son Alteſſe le Supreme 
Vizir Youſlef Pacha; et d'après les Aſſurances 
qui m'en ont ẽtẽ dannces par des Perſonnes de 
Marque de votre Nation, je dois penſer que le 
Traite d*El-Ariſh a obtenu PApprobation de Sa 
Majeſte Emperor Selim II. Pluſieurs Articles de 
ce Traité avaient dẽja regu leur Execution, et 
VArmee Frangaiſe particulièrement . avec 
Fidẽlitè ſes Engagemens. 

Petais ſur le Point d' ẽvacuer le Caire, lorſque je 
recus de Lord Keith, Commandant en Chef la 
Flotte Anglaiſe dans la Mediterrannee, une Lettre, 
qui excita la Surpriſe et ſurtout PIndignation de 


tous 
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tous les Frangais. Jen joins ici la Copie: cet 
Ecrit, qui ſuppoſe I'Ignorance abſolue de ma Po- 
ſition, et l'Oubli de ce qu'on doit a ſes Allies, 
rendait illuſoires non ſeulement la Convention 
d'El-Ariſn, mais encore toute Eſpece de Traits 
que je pourrais a Pavenir conclure avec la Sublime 
Porte; à VEgard des Conditions injurieuſes que 
cette Lettre renferme, votre Excellence compren- 
dra facilement que I'Arm&e Francaiſe en Egypte ne 

peut jamais ſe trouver dans le Cas d'y ſouſcrire. 
J'avais fait Part de ces Obſervations au Supreme 
Vizir, et je luis propoſais de differer PEvacuation 
de Caire juſqu'à ce que cette Difficultẽ inattendue 
fut levee. Je ne pouvais demander une Garantie 
plus moderee de I'Execution de nos Conventions; 
Son Alteſſe 8'y eſt refuſee, et Elle a prefere 
d'abandonner au Haſard d'une Bataille la Poſſeſ- 
ſion d'un Pais qui lui ẽtoit toute aſſurẽe. Cette 
Bataille a eu Lieu 29 Ventoſe, et le Ciel, protẽ- 
geant la Juſtice de ma Cauſe, m'a donnẽ la Vic- 
toire. Cependant le Defir ſincère que Pai tou- 
jours eu de rẽtablir les Liens d' Amitie et d'Interet 
qui ont uni pendant tant de Siècles les Deux Na- 
tions, n'eſt point altere par cet Evènement. La 
Sublime Port me trouvera encore diſpoſẽ à la remet- 
tre en Poſſeſſion de PEgypte aux Conditions ſtipu- 
Iees à El-Ariſh, ſauf quelques Modifications, que 
les Circonſtances actuelles ont rendu neceſſaires. 
Ainſi une nouvelle Effuſion de Sang ſerait abſolu- 
ment fans Objet, et une Negociation reguliẽre, et 
dont l' Effet ne ſerait pas arrete par des Ordres im- 
prevus, 
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prevus, rendrait à l' Empire Ottoman des Provinces 
que l'on $efforcerait inutilement de nous enlever 
par la Voie des Armes. Si votre Excellence par- 
tage ces Sentimens de Paix et de Concorde, elle 
les fera connaitre a Sa Majeſte I'Empereur 
Selim II. et ſans Doute elle en obtiendra, YOrdre 
de renouer, ſans Delai, des Conferences qui nous 
conduiront au But que nous avons un egal defir 
d'atteindre. Je prie votre Excellence de croire à la 
haute Conſideration que j'ai pour Elle. 

(L. S.)  (Signe) KLEBER. 

Du Caire, le (10 Avril) 20 Germinal, An 8 de 

la Republique Francaiſe, repondant au 14 

du Mois de la Lune Zyſkads FAn de PEgyre 

1214. FL | 


C. 


(TRANSLATION.) 


General Kleber, Commander in Chief of the 
French Army in Egypt, to his Excellency the 
Caimakam of the Sublime Porte, IIluſtrious 
amongſt the Great, the Enlightened, and the 
Wiſe ; may God grant to him a long Life, full 
of Glory and of Happineſs. | 

Health and Friendſhip. | 


OUR Excellency has, without Doubt, been 
informed of the Progreſs and Reſult of the 


Negotiations which I have concluded with his 
Highneſs the Supreme Vizir Vouſſef Pacha; and 


A to the Aſſurances to that Effect which I 
L have 


L 146 7 


have received from Perſons of Diſtinction of your 
Nation, I have Reaſon to think, that the Treaty 


of ELArifh has obtained the Approbation of His 


Majeſty the Emperor Selim the Second. 


Several Articles of this Treaty had already been 
executed, and the French Army in particular was 
faithſully fulfilling its Engagements. 

I was upon the Point of evacuating Cairo, when 
I received from Lord Keith, Commander in Chief 
of the Engliſh Fleet in the Mediterranean, a Letter, 
which excited the Surpriſe, and above all, the 
Indignation of all the French, I herewith annex 
a Copy of it : This Paper, which evinces the moſt 
perfect Ignorance of my Situation, and the Neglect 
of every Thing due to Allies, rendered illuſory 
not only the Convention of El-Ariſh, but alſo of 
every Kind of Treaty which I might thencefor- 
ward conclude with the Sublime Porte, With 
regard to the injurious Conditions contained in 
that Letter, your E. xcellency will readily perceive, 
that the French Army in Egypt can never be re- 
duced to ſubſcribe to them. E 

I had communicated theſe Obſervations to the 
Grand Vizir, and I propoſed to him to poſtpone 
the Evacuation of Cairo until this unexpected Dif- 
ficulty ſhould be removed. I could not demand a 
more moderate Pledge of the Execution of our 
Conventions; his Excellency refuſed to conſent to 
this Propoſal, and choſe rather to expoſe to the 
Fate of a Battle, the Poſſeſſion of a Country 
which was abſolutely aſſured to him. This Battle 
took Place on the 2gth of Ventoſe, and Heaven, 

protecting 
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protecting the Juſtice of my Cauſe, conferred Vic- 
tory on me. Nevertheleſs, the ſincere Deſire 
which I have always had, to re-eſtabliſh the Ties 
of Friendſhip and of Intereſt, which, during fo 
many Centuries, have united the Two Nations, is 
not- altered by that Event. 'The Sublime Porte 
will {till find me diſpoſed to deliver up to him the | 
Poſſeſſion of Egypt upon the Conditions ſtipulated 
at El-Ariſh, with the Exception of ſome Moditi- 
cations, which the exiſting Circumſtances have 
rendered neceſſary. Thus all Motive for a freſh 
Effuſion of Blood would be obviated, and a regu- 
lar Negotiation (the. Effect of which would no 
longer be prevented by unforeſeen Orders) would 
reſtore to the Ottoman Empire thoſe Provinces of 
which it would be in vain to attempt to deprive us 
by Force of Arms. If your Excellency ſhares 
theſe Sentiments of Peace and Concord, you will 
communicate them to His Majeſty the Emperor 
Selim the Second, and without Doubt, you will 
obtain Orders to reſume, without Delay, thoſe 
Conferences which would conduct us to the Object 
which we are equally deſirous of attaining. I beg 
your Excellency to believe in the high Conſide- 
ration I entertain for "ou. 


HY (Signed) KLEBER 


Cairo, the 20th Germinal, Year 8 of the French 

f Republic, (10th of April 1800, ) which an- 

ſwers to the 14th of the Month of the Moon 
Zyſkade in the Year of the ZEgira 1214. 
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p. 
Au Camp de Jaffa, 15 Avril 1800. 


Baudot, Premier Aide-de-Camp du General Kleber, 
Commandant en Chef de Armee Francaiſe en 


Egypte. 


A Monſieur le Premier Interprẽte de la sublime 
Porte. | 257197 
Monſieur le Prince, | | 


E rai ceſſè dans toutes les Converſations que 

j'ai eues avec vous, de vous rẽpẽter que PIn- 
tention ferme et bien prononcee du General Kleber, 
a toujours ẽtẽ d' executer ſcrupuleuſement le Traité 
d'El-Ariſh. ]'y ajoute avec Confiance, connaiſſant 
le Caractère loyal et franc de ce General, et le 
vrai Deſir qu'il a de donner au Supreme Vizir des 
Preuves poſitives de ſa bonne Foi, que quelques 
ſoient les Chances de la Guerre, PArmee Fran- 
caiſe Evacuera I'Egypte, auſſitöt que les Paſſports 
ecefiGires du Gouvernement Anglais ſeront arri- 
vés, ainſi que le Nombre des Batimens ſtipule 
pour le Tranſport des Troupes. 


Jai YHonneur d'etre, &c. 


(Signé) ; BAUDOT. 


V 149 ] 


D. 


(TRANSLATION.) 


At the Camp of Jaffa, 1 5th April 1800. 


Baudot, Firſt Aid-de-Camp to General Kleber, 
Commander in Chief of the French Army in 


Egypt. 


To the Firſt Interpreter of the Sublime Porte. 


IN all my Cnverſadi ns x OR you I have continu- 
ally repeated to you, that the firm and clearly 


expreſſed Intention General, Kleber has always 


been ſcrupulouſly to "execute the Treaty of El- 
Ariſh. I add, with Confidence, from my Know- 
ledge of the loyal and open Character of that 
General, and the real Wiſh which he has to give 
to the Supreme Vizir the moſt poſitive Proofs of 
his good Faith, that, whatever may be the Fortune 
of War, the French Army ſhall evacuate Egypt 
immediately after the Arrival of the neceſſary Paſl. 
ports from the Engliſh Government, and of the 
Number of Veſlels ſtipulated for the Tranſport of 
the Troops. 

I have the Honour, &c. 


(signed) BAUDOT. 


H A, 


* 
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